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Pentagon spent nearly $8M to treat 1,500 transgender troops since 2016 


By Tom Vanden Brook 

USA Today 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon has 
spent nearly $8 million to treat more than 
1,500 transgender troops since 2016, in¬ 
cluding 161 surgical procedures, accord¬ 
ing to data obtained by USA Today. 

As of Feb. 1,1,071 servicemembers have 
been diagnosed with gender dysphoria in 
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, 


Coast Guard and Public Health Service on 
active duty and in the Reserve force. 

Most of them are senior enlisted per¬ 
sonnel, but there are 20 senior officers 
— majors and lieutenant commanders and 
higher — as well. 

Overall, the troops represent a fraction 
of the total force of 2.1 million. The num¬ 
ber of transgender troops serving who have 
not sought treatment through the military 
is not known. 


Transgender troops and their medical 
and psychological treatment has been a 
flashpoint for controversy since President 
Donald Trump tweeted in July 2017 that 
he wanted to ban them from the military. 
In January, the question reached the Su¬ 
preme Court, which ruled that a modified 
ban could take effect while lower court 
challenges continued. 

On Wednesday, the House Armed Servic¬ 
es Committee was to hear testimony on the 


military’s policy, which bans most troops 
with a diagnosis of gender dysphoria. 

Democrats, including House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, have blasted the Pentagon 
policy as bigoted. She invited transgender 
troops to Trump’s State of the Union ad¬ 
dress this month. 

Data on the population of transgen¬ 
der troops have been closely held at the 
Pentagon. 

SEE TRANSGENDER ON PAGE 3 
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Potential Pentagon chief in precarious perch 



Pablo Martinez/AP 


Acting Secretary of Defense Pat Shanahan speaks to members of 
the media aboard a military plane prior to his arrival at Andrews Air 


By Robert Burns 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — Patrick 
Shanahan, the former Boeing ex¬ 
ecutive, was in a familiar place 
— aboard an airplane — when he 
got word of a bolt-from-the-blue 
political shot across his bow, an 
apparent blow to his chances of 
being nominated as the next sec¬ 
retary of defense. 

Sen. James Inhofe, the White 
House-friendly Republican chair¬ 
man of the committee that would 
pass judgment on the nomination, 
was being quoted in news reports 
as saying he didn’t think Shana¬ 
han would get the nod, and that 
Shanahan lacked humility. 

Within hours, the crisis passed 
as Inhofe backtracked, insisting 
he had not meant to say he had a 
problem with Shanahan. “I like 
the guy. I would support him” if 
nominated, Inhofe told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

The episode, which played out 
while Shanahan was flying from 
Baghdad to Brussels on his first 
trip abroad as the acting secre¬ 
tary of defense, highlights the 
precarious position he occupies 
while waiting for President Don¬ 
ald Trump to decide who he will 
nominate as successor to Jim 
Mattis, the retired Marine gen¬ 
eral who quit in December after 


Correction 

A Feb. 27 article about the 
restoration of an Army file 
exchange service misspelled 
the name of Army’s Aviation 
& Missile Center spokes¬ 
woman Kerensa Crum. 


Force Base, Md., on Saturday. 

nearly two years of leading the 
Pentagon. 

With no other candidate emerg¬ 
ing as the clear front-runner, ex¬ 
pectations inside the Pentagon 
are that Shanahan will soon be 
nominated and that he likely 
would win Senate confirmation. 
He would be the first career de¬ 
fense industry executive to serve 
as defense secretary. 

In the two months he has led the 
Pentagon, Shanahan has avoided 
public missteps while handling 
such politically sensitive issues 
as sending military reinforce¬ 
ments to the U.S.-Mexico border. 
Shanahan has a less defined track 
record on policy issues than Mat¬ 
tis, perhaps giving him a more 
friction-free start with Trump. 

Shanahan, 56, grew up in Se¬ 
attle. He earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in mechanical 


engineering from the University 
of Washington and two advanced 
degrees from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. He joined 
Boeing in 1986, rose through its 
ranks and is credited with rescu¬ 
ing a troubled Dreamliner 787 
program. He also led the compa¬ 
ny’s missile defense and military 
helicopter programs. 

Some have questioned whether 
Shanahan’s background amounts 
to an inherent conflict of inter¬ 
est for a defense secretary pre¬ 
siding over a multibillion-dollar 
procurement budget. But Mi¬ 
chael O’Hanlon, an analyst at the 
Brookings Institution, argues that 
experience in defense industry 
issues could work to Shanahan’s 
benefit. 

“We need a strong defense in¬ 
dustrial base, and so anybody 
who is reflexively against his as¬ 


sociation with industry needs to 
rethink how you build a strong 
military in a modern society like 
ours,” O’Hanlon said. 

“In the end, I don’t expect 
that to be a huge sticking point” 
to Senate confirmation, should 
Shanahan get the nomination, 
O’Hanlon added. 

Although a few members of 
the Senate have rhetorically 
roughed up Shanahan, he has not 
generated broad opposition dur¬ 
ing two months of auditioning 
for the nomination. Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, the South Carolina Re¬ 
publican, has butted heads with 
Shanahan over the administra¬ 
tion’s Syria policy, but that con¬ 
frontation quickly faded after the 
White House partially reversed 
course by agreeing to keep a few 
hundred troops in Syria rather 
than withdrawing all 2,000. 

Sen. Joni Ernst, an Iowa Repub¬ 
lican and a member of the Armed 
Services Committee, has publicly 
argued for Air Force Secretary 
Heather Wilson, a former con¬ 
gresswoman from New Mexico, 
to be defense secretary. Ernst 
told the AP that if Shanahan gets 
the nomination she would revisit 
his background “just to make 
sure there’s no conflict of inter¬ 
est,” calling herself undecided. 

Sen. Deb Fischer, a Nebraska 
Republican, called Shanahan 
“very forthright” but would not 
say directly whether she thinks 
he should get the job. 

Shanahan was the deputy sec¬ 
retary of defense during Mattis’ 
two-year tenure. No one thought 
of him then as a potential No. 1; 
he had never previously served 
in government and carried little 
political sway in Washington or 
in foreign capitals. 


Aides say that during his 17 
months as deputy, Shanahan was 
deeply engaged in the full range of 
policy issues and briefed on mili¬ 
tary operations. He shares Mat¬ 
tis’ conviction that the Pentagon 
needs to shift its focus from fight¬ 
ing insurgent wars to preparing 
for and deterring armed conflict 
with big powers like China. 

Trump installed Shanahan as 
the acting secretary on Jan. 1 and 
has since spoken admiringly of 
him. 

This is only the third time in 
history that the Pentagon has 
been led by an acting chief. The 
last was William H. Taft, who 
served for two months in 1989 
after President George H.W. 
Bush’s first choice to be defense 
secretary, John Tower, became 
mired in controversy and ulti¬ 
mately failed to be confirmed by 
the Senate. 

Presidents typically take pains 
to ensure the Pentagon is being 
run by a Senate-confirmed offi¬ 
cial, given the grave responsibili¬ 
ties that include sending young 
Americans into battle, ensuring 
the military is ready for extreme 
emergencies like nuclear war and 
managing overseas alliances that 
are central to U.S. security. 

Trump seemed attracted to 
Shanahan partially for his work 
on one of the president’s pet proj¬ 
ects — creating a Space Force. 
He also has publicly lauded Sha¬ 
nahan’s former employer, Boeing, 
builder of many of the military’s 
most prominent aircraft. 

Trump seemed to tire of Mattis’ 
reputation as the administration’s 
moderating influence on national 
security issues. But when Mattis 
quit, there was no sudden rush of 
candidates to fill his shoes. 
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Admirals: Ships 
won't sail unless 
they're prepared 



Courtesy of The Association of the U.S. Army 

Undersecretary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy, left, appears at an Association of the U.S. Army’s 
Institute of Land Warfare event on Tuesday. At right is Gen. Carter Ham, president of AUSA. 

Official: Army plans to cut 
$31B from its 2020 budget 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The Army will cut $31 billion from its 2020 bud¬ 
get, with a chunk of the savings to be drawn from 
the elimination of outdated weapons systems, a top 
service official said. 

The proposed cuts, expected to be detailed when 
the Army’s budget is released March 12, are the 
result of 60 hours of top-level meetings by Army 
leaders. The focus was on transforming the budget 
to better prepare the force for high-level warfare 
and to counter adversaries such as China and Rus¬ 
sia, Undersecretary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy 
said Tuesday. 

McCarthy, speaking at a breakfast hosted by the 
Association of the U.S. Army’s Institute of Land 
Warfare, did not detail which programs were to be 
eliminated. But he said about $8 billion comes from 
cost-avoidance measures and $22 billion is from 
program reductions and terminations. 

Going forward, the emphasis will be on modern¬ 
izing the Army as it shifts its focus to great power 
competition. “It is a pretty dramatic shift,” McCar¬ 
thy said. 

In October 2018, the Army laid out its six top mod¬ 
ernization priorities, with developing long-range 


precision fires as its top effort. 

In January, Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Milley 
said long-range precision fires will provide “a de¬ 
cisive advantage” in future fights. Other priorities 
are the development of the next generation combat 
vehicle, updated manned and unmanned airlift, 
air and missile defense, an assortment of gear that 
makes soldiers more lethal and an improved Army 
communication network. 

The Army’s 2020 budget also is expected to boost 
the pace of rotations to its combat training centers 
in the United States and Germany, going from 20 
this year to 32 in 2020. 

This year, all operational units, including those in 
Europe and the Pacific, will be filled at 100 percent 
manning, Milley said last month. Next year, it will 
increase to 105 percent manning. 

The Army will need to win congressional backing 
for the planned cuts, which in some cases could af¬ 
fect defense system manufacturers. But the Army’s 
focus on modernization also will present new oppor¬ 
tunities for industry, McCarthy said. 

“We’ve been very consistent about where we were 
trying to take the Army,” McCarthy said. “With that 
comes very difficult choices.” 


Transgender: Committee will debate policy 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Ships have 
been delayed or stopped from 
going on missions if they have 
been found not to have the nec¬ 
essary certifications or manning 
for the mission, two fleet com¬ 
manders told Congress during a 
hearing Tuesday. 

“If the ships in the Pacific Fleet 
are not ready to safely sail, they 
don’t get underway. And that is 
my responsibility,” Adm. John 
Aquilino, commander of U.S. Pa¬ 
cific Fleet, told the House Armed 
Services Committee subpanel on 
readiness. 

Aquilino said he stopped two 
deployments after he assessed 
they did not have the level of 
training needed to deploy and 
conduct their mission. 

The separate collisions in 2017 
of the USS Fitzgerald and USS 
John S. McCain, in which 17 sail¬ 
ors were killed, forced the Navy 
to examine issues concerning 
service readiness, training, man¬ 
ning and operation tempo. 

The problems and recommen¬ 
dations were laid out in a Fleet 
Comprehensive Review by Adm. 
Phil Davidson, now the command¬ 
er of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command. 
The National Defense Authoriza¬ 
tion Act for fiscal year 2019 also 
put in place changes for the sur¬ 
face fleet, including calling for 
improvements for skills training. 

The subcommittee hearing was 
held Tuesday to discuss whether 
reforms implemented by the 
Navy since the collisions have 
been making a difference and 
what other improvements need to 
be made. 

The Fitzgerald and McCain 
collisions happened in the Pacific 
Ocean, where most of the world’s 
trade occurs and rising tensions, 
especially between the United 
States and China, make the re- 


Bloomberg 

WASHINGTON — The Army 
and the Pentagon’s purchasing 
agency are pursuing voluntary 
refunds from TransDigm Group 
Inc. after an inspector general’s 
report found $16.1 million in “ex¬ 
cess profit” on $26.2 million in 
sales by the manufacturer of air¬ 
craft components. 

The Defense Department’s 
watchdog office said it discovered 
excess profit on 46 of 47 parts in 


gion an active area for the U.S. 
Navy. 

Aquilino said they are imple¬ 
menting recommendations laid 
out in the comprehensive review 
as well as the Strategic Readi¬ 
ness Review and a report from 
the Government Accountability 
Office. 

He added they are confident 
that they are making changes to 
ensure that the fleet is “operating 
safely and it is certified to execute 
all the missions assigned.” 

Also at the hearing Tuesday 
was Adm. Christopher Grady, 
commander of U.S. Fleet Forces 
Command and U.S. Naval Forces 
Northern Command, who said 
he also has on several occasions 
stopped ships from going on 
missions for which they are not 
certified. 

“We know what the require¬ 
ment is and if they’re not ready, 
they’re not going,” he said. 

Rep. Joe Courtney, D-Conn., 
chairman of the sea power and 
projection forces subcommit¬ 
tee, asked the admirals what the 
process is for deciding whether a 
ship is ready to deploy. 

Aquilino said he is briefed three 
times a week about the readiness 
of forces deployed and speaks 
to his commanders every week. 
He also has a weekly meeting on 
ships in maintenance. If he finds 
a problem with things such as 
manning, certification or equip¬ 
ment, Aquilino said he speaks to 
combatant commander Davidson 
about terminating the ship from 
its mission. 

“As you know the world gets 
a vote, so depending on what’s 
going on, we have had very frank 
conversations,” he said. “And 
again in the instances I identi¬ 
fied, Adm. Davidson concurred 
with my recommendations and 
we did not deploy those ships.” 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


a sample of purchases from 2015 
to 2017, according to the report 
obtained by Bloomberg News. It 
said the company earned more 
than a reasonable profit on 46 of 
47 parts sampled, ranging from 
excesses of 17 percent to 4,451 
percent. 

Liza Sabol, a spokeswoman 
for Cleveland-based TransDigm, 
didn’t provide an immediate 
comment on the audit, which was 
to be released Wednesday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The most definitive estimates 
of the population of transgender 
troops have come from a Defense 
Department-commissioned re¬ 
port in 2016. The nonpartisan 
Rand Corp. report estimated as 
many as several thousand among 
the 1.3 million servicemembers 
on active duty in the Air Force, 
Army, Marine Corps and Navy. 
Rand researchers determined 
that their treatment would have 
negligible effects on military 
readiness. 

The data obtained by USA 
Today show in greater detail the 
number and rank of troops re¬ 
ceiving treatment, the type of 
therapy and the cost. 

Gender dysphoria is a condition 
recognized by the medical and 
mental health community. The 
American Medical Association, 
American Psychiatric Associa¬ 
tion and American Psychological 
Association oppose the Penta¬ 
gon’s ban, saying that there is no 
medically valid reason to exclude 


those with the diagnosis of gender 
dysphoria from military service. 

The Pentagon data date to July 
1, 2016, when the Obama admin¬ 
istration lifted the existing ban 
on service for transgender troops 
and allowed them to seek treat¬ 
ment. Since then, 1,524 troops 
have been diagnosed with gen¬ 
der dysphoria. In the active-duty 
force there were 500 in the Army, 
442 in the Navy, 354 in the Air 
Force, 101 in the Marine Corps, 
33 in the Coast Guard and four 
in the uniformed Public Health 
Service. And 90 servicemembers 
served in the reserves. 

Through Feb. 1, the cost of 
treating troops with the diagnosis 
of gender dysphoria has totaled 
$7,943,906.75. That included 
22,992 psychotherapy visits, 
9,321 prescriptions for hormones 
and 161 surgical procedures. 
Surgeries performed included 
103 breast reductions or mas¬ 
tectomies, 37 hysterectomies, 17 
“male reproductive” procedures 
and four breast augmentations. 


Psychotherapy sessions cost 
nearly $5.8 million and surgery 
cost more than $2 million, ac¬ 
cording to the data. 

The Pentagon’s budget this 
year is $716 billion. 

“We need every qualified 
patriot willing to serve in our 
armed forces,” said Air Force Lt. 
Col. Carla Gleason, a Pentagon 
spokeswoman. “The 2018 update 
to the 2016 policy is not a ban on 
transgender servicemembers; it 
is a policy on gender dysphoria. 
Any currently serving transgen¬ 
der servicemember with a diag¬ 
nosis of gender dysphoria will 
remain under the 2016 policy. 
Any new policy will not apply to 
those individuals.” 

Wednesday’s hearing was 
scheduled to be held before the 
House Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee’s panel on personnel, chaired 
by Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif. 
She has been a vocal critic of the 
Trump administration’s efforts to 
exclude transgender people from 
serving in the military. 


Military asks parts maker 
to refund ‘excess profit’ 
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Infant dies at unlicensed day care in Hawaii 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — Katie Ca- 
mario didn’t want to involve herself in the 
unlicensed day care in the house next to 
hers at Aliamanu Military Reservation in 
Honolulu, but her growing fear that some¬ 
thing terrible could happen to a child there 
pulled her in. On Sunday, a 7-month-old 
girl died in the day care. 

She and her Air Force husband had 
moved into the Army-managed housing in 
October 2017, and Camario quickly noticed 
the hubbub of children playing in her next- 
door neighbor’s back yard. 

In the weeks to come, Camario said she 
saw disturbing scenes of wailing, unat¬ 
tended children — most appearing to be 
less than 5 years old. She said she saw chil¬ 
dren chasing each other with large sticks, 
a screaming child’s head caught in play¬ 
ground equipment and, on one occasion, a 
toddler sticking a barbecue butane lighter 
in his mouth. 

So she became involved, making numer¬ 
ous calls to the Army housing authority 
and the military police, but the unlicensed 
day care always reopened even after being 
raided by police several times. 

Fed up, Camario filed a sworn complaint 
last week under the military’s Interactive 
Customer Evaluation, a grievance that 
would come to the direct attention of the 
commander of Army Garrison Hawaii. 
Military police shut the day care down 
again on Feb. 21. 



GoFundMe 


A GoFundMe page was set up Tuesday 
for a 7-month-old who died Sunday at an 
unlicensed day care at Aliamanu Military 
Reservation in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

The Honolulu Police Department has 
opened an “unintended death” investiga¬ 
tion into the girl’s death, according to Mi¬ 
chelle Yu, an HPD spokeswoman. 

An autopsy is pending at the medical 
examiner’s office, which had not released 
the girl’s name as of Tuesday. 

A GoFundMe page set up Tuesday to 
raise money for the funeral identified the 
girl as Abigail. 

Neighbors said the day care had the in¬ 
fant and an older sibling for an overnight 
stay. 

There are “no suspicious circumstances 
or evidence of foul play at this time,” Yu 
said. 

But Camario and several other neigh¬ 
bors of the day care excoriated Army of¬ 


ficials at a town hall meeting Monday 
night at Fort Shafter for failing to evict the 
tenant long before now. The meeting was 
one in a series being held in Hawaii to ad¬ 
dress recent concerns about the condition 
of military housing, and officials did not 
seem prepared to handle questions about 
day care. 

“If you all knew for the span of over a 
year now that this had been going on at 
this home, why did you let it go on for this 
long?” Camario said. 

Asked for additional information Tues¬ 
day, Army Garrison Hawaii said it could 
not comment on specific facts of the case 
because of the ongoing HPD investigation. 

So-called “black market” day cares are 
commonplace in Hawaii military housing 
because of the dearth of licensed centers. 

“Moving to Oahu, every single military 
family is stuck with the decision of what 
to do with child care,” Kelly Norris, an 
Aliamanu resident, told the town hall panel. 
“We don’t have any. People wait for a year 
to get their children into the [Child Develop¬ 
ment Centers]. They are forced to use child 
care from people they don’t even know.” 

Under grilling by Camario, Col. Thomas 
Barrett, commander of Army Garrison 
Hawaii, said that tenants face eviction 
after two infractions such as running an 
unlicensed day care. 

“It’s once the second notice has oc¬ 
curred we will look into evicting you from 
the house,” Barrett said. 

A second cease-and-desist order was 
sent to Camario’s neighbor in April 2018, 


he said. 

Camario asked who enforces the policy 
of “one, two strikes, you’re out.” 

“It’s the senior commander,” Barrett 
said. “It’s me.” 

In Camario’s sworn statement for the 
Interactive Customer Evaluation — which 
Barrett told the audience he had read — 
she described a “most alarming incident” 
on Jan. 8, 2018. 

“I was in the house and heard a child’s 
voice yell, ‘Fire! Fire!”’ she wrote in the 
statement, a copy of which Stars and 
Stripes obtained. “I knew no one would be 
outside with these kids, so I went to the win¬ 
dow and saw a boy about 4-5 years old with 
a long lighter. He was holding the lighter 
trying to light the netting of the trampo¬ 
line. That’s when I saw a flame come out 
of the lighter.” 

A toddler who looked about a year old 
subsequently got the lighter and put it in 
his mouth, she said. 

Camario called the military police, who 
responded and entered the day care, she 
said. 

“Here’s the thing,” Camario told the 
panel of Army officials at the town hall 
Monday. “You all constantly tell us — you 
all who are supposed to keep us safe — drill 
it into our heads that if you see something, 
say something. I did. 

“That mantra is only effective if you all 
take care of those offenses before it gets to 
this point where we have a dead baby.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 
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Okinawa governor calls for Marines to relocate 


Tamaki wants US to move air operations outside of island prefecture following referendum over the weekend 



Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki has called for relocating Marine air 
operations outside of the island prefecture. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AYA ICHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— Okinawa’s Gov. Denny Tamaki 
has called for relocating Marine 
air operations outside of the is¬ 
land prefecture following a pre¬ 
fecturewide referendum over the 
weekend. 

Approximately 72 percent of 
voters who turned out Sunday 
voted against plans to reclaim 
land in Oura Bay at Camp Schwab 
for a new military runway. The 
plan is to close Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma and move air op¬ 
erations to Henoko on Okinawa’s 
less populated northern coast. 

Tamaki’s comments came 
a day after the vote as he an¬ 
swered questions from members 
of Okinawa’s prefectural assem¬ 
bly about the dangers posed by 
Futenma, which Defense Minis¬ 
ter Takeshi Iwaya in October re¬ 
ferred to as “the most dangerous 
air base in the world,” if the re¬ 
location to Henoko is effectively 
blocked. 

“I understand that it has been 
discussed between the U.S. and 
Japan, through the U.S. military 


reorganization plan, that relocat¬ 
ing Futenma outside of Japan was 
part of it, and I believe that Tokyo 
also understands that is a part of 
the plan,” he said in response to 
a question from lawmaker Noriji 
Yamakawa. “So why don’t they 
move forward accordingly and 
relocate it outside of Japan — and 
I believe that is the best plan.” 

The plan to build the runway 
at the isolated Camp Schwab in 
northern Okinawa was agreed 
upon during bilateral negotia¬ 


Nicole RoecE/Courtesy of U.S. Marine Corps 


tions in 2006. 

Tamaki’s comments come days 
before he is scheduled to meet 
Friday in Tokyo with Prime Min¬ 
ister Shinzo Abe. Abe had said 
the relocation project will contin¬ 
ue regardless of the referendum’s 
result. 

Abe’s administration has main¬ 
tained that U.S. military bases in 
Okinawa are needed due to the 
island’s strategic importance and 
the deterrent capabilities of U.S. 
troops stationed there. 


Local lawmakers wrangled 
over how best to fight the relo¬ 
cation, which they have typi¬ 
cally been against and is already 
underway. The second phase 
of the project is already being 
prepped with surveys and sea¬ 
wall repairs. 

The second phase would com¬ 
plete about one-fourth of the 0.6- 
square-mile total reclamation 
project. 

Yamakawa asked if the gov¬ 
ernor considered requesting the 
shift off-island due to the seabed 
in the reclamation area in Oura 
Bay being softer than was previ¬ 
ously expected. 

Prefectural assembly chair 
spokesman Takekuni Ikeda said 
the assembly would continue to 
demand the relocation of Marine 
air operations outside of Okina¬ 
wa — and even outside of Japan 
— and would not approve any 
changes to the plans because of 
the seabed conditions. 

“An alternative place must be 
discussed with the rest of na¬ 
tions and shouldn’t be decided in 
Tokyo,” Ikeda said. 

Marine officials Tuesday after¬ 
noon said they could not comment 
on a “domestic political issue.” 


“It is our goal to maintain a 
strong and transparent relation¬ 
ship with our gracious Okinawan 
hosts,” a III Marine Expedition¬ 
ary Force spokesman wrote to 
Stars and Stripes. “Every day we 
strive to balance the concerns of 
the local community along with 
the necessity to maintain constant 
readiness in support of our treaty 
commitments with our partners 
and allies.” 

Local scholars said they believe 
there is little chance the reloca¬ 
tion plan will change. However, 
they said the composition of the 
seabed will cause further delays 
giving activists more time to fight 
the project. 

“I don’t think this referen¬ 
dum will change the U.S. and 
Japanese governments’ minds 
on Henoko,” Ryukyu University 
professor Toshiaki Gabe wrote in 
an email Wednesday to Stars and 
Stripes. “Under the current Abe 
Cabinet, I don’t think the rest of 
nation will agree to the idea, but 
perhaps, when it changes to a dif¬ 
ferent cabinet, it may be possible 
to voice the idea to relocate to out¬ 
side of Japan.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
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Camp Zama housing issues aired at meeting 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP ZAMA, Japan — Crows pecking 
at trash in overflowing dumpsters, brown 
tap water, summertime mold and cigarette 
smoke in tower apartments were among 
the housing issues raised by troops and 
families during a meeting Wednesday at 
the home of U.S. Army Japan. 

Soldiers, civilian base workers and fam¬ 
ily members packed a basketball court 
at the Yano Fitness Center to voice their 
housing concerns to USARJ chief Maj. 
Gen. Viet Luong and other top officials. 

The gathering was one of several at Far 
East bases this month to address housing 
issues following testimony about dilapi¬ 
dated military homes to the House Armed 
Services Committee on Feb. 13. 

A number of troops raised their hands 


when Luong asked who had discovered 
mold in their home. 

“I have seen the mold,” the general said, 
noting that it’s a prob¬ 
lem during Japan’s 
humid summers. 

One community 
member said the con¬ 
densation in his home 
was so bad when he 
moved in that water 
was pouring through 
a wall. He said the 
problem has since 
been fixed. 

Lt. Col. Greg Henz, 

41, of Hamilton, Ohio, who arrived at 
Camp Zama late last year, told the meeting 
that barracks dumpsters fill up with trash 
dumped by people who don’t live there. 

“I’ve seen people that don’t reside in bar¬ 


racks ... dump their own garbage,” he said. 
“Come Monday it’s overflowing with trash. 
You see the crows pecking at the garbage 
because it hasn’t been picked up.” 

Other issues raised by Henz were in¬ 
secure barracks doors, a lack of storage 
space, not enough washing machines and 
dryers and rust-colored tap water. 

U.S. Army Garrison Japan commander 
Col. Phillip Gage said someone should put 
in a work order to fix the doors and that 
officials would look at the washer/dryer 
issue. 

There isn’t storage space in some accom¬ 
modations, which were built decades ago, 
but storage sheds are available for some 
personnel, he said. 

Regular testing of the water on Camp 
Zama shows it’s safe to drink, Gage said. 

Army spouse Lisa Connell complained 
to the meeting about people in tower apart¬ 


ments smoking on balconies. Centrally- 
controlled heating means her family often 
opens windows to cool down but that lets 
in smoke from neighbors’ cigarettes, she 
said. 

Gage said designated smoking areas are 
available away from the towers and that of¬ 
ficials would look at options for enforcing 
the ban on balcony smoking. 

At the Zama meeting, officials outlined a 
new housing hotline — DSN 315-262-3228 
— that soldiers in Japan can call to get is¬ 
sues fixed promptly. 

Inspections of military housing are on¬ 
going at bases in Japan and South Korea. On 
Feb. 15 top military officials ordered com¬ 
manders to inspect all housing for which 
they were responsible within 30 days. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 



Bilingual Marine stands out during exercise in Japan 



Christian LoPEz/Stars and Stripes 


Lance CpI. Robert Lehman, a rifleman with 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Marine 
Regiment, is fluent in Japanese. 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

TAKASHIMA, Japan — Lance Cpl. 
Robert Lehman, a bilingual rifleman who 
lived in Japan for two years before enlist¬ 
ing in the Marine Corps, helped his fellow 
Marines overcome a language barrier dur¬ 
ing recent training with the U.S. ally. 

Lehman, 23, a Grantsville, Utah, native 
and reservist with the 2nd Battalion, 23rd 
Marine Infantry Regiment, served as an 
impromptu unit interpreter during For¬ 
est Light, a weeklong military exercise in 
central Japan involving U.S. Marines and 
soldiers of the Japan Ground Self-Defense 
Force earlier this month. 

As a missionary, Lehman traveled the 
country and left in 2016 fluent in Japa¬ 
nese. His linguistic services provided his 
leaders a bonus; it’s rare for Marines serv¬ 
ing in a field unit to be fluent in the local 
language. 

Having a translator who is also a Marine 
when working alongside partner nations 
is invaluable, said Capt. Ayrton Foy, com¬ 
mander of F Company, 2nd Infantry Bat¬ 
talion, 23rd Marine Regiment. 

“There is always the potential that [a 
native] interpreter doesn’t understand the 
idea of living in the field,” Foy said. “A Ma¬ 
rine will know the essential equipment he 
needs to bring, and you don’t have to worry 
about him being a liability.” 

A bilingual Marine can keep up on a 
march and take part in an attack, but also 
understands Marine Corps tactics, tech¬ 
niques and procedures, he said. 

Lehman was on loan to F Company to 
assist the Marines who teamed up with 
soldiers from the JGSDF’s 7th Infantry 
Regiment, Middle Army, for Exercise For¬ 
est Light 19-2 in early February. 

“They are very lucky to have him at his 
proficiency level to be able to listen and 
quickly translate things,” 2nd Lt. Brett 
Vanier, a communications strategy officer 
supporting Forest Light, said during a Feb. 
7 interview with Stars and Stripes. 

Before he was commissioned as a Ma¬ 
rine officer, Vanier was an enlisted Marine 
and an Indonesian linguist. Even Marines 
who spend nine months at the Defense 
Language Institute in Monterey, Calif., are 
often not proficient enough to translate on 
the fly the way Lehman is able to, Vanier 
said. 

Native speakers make the best interpret¬ 
ers because they understand the nuances 
of the language; however, they are often not 


highly proficient in English, Vanier said. 
Things can get lost in translation, which is 
why bilingual Marines like Lehman are so 
valuable. 

Most Marine linguists who graduate 


from the language institute — where they 
learn a country’s history and culture as 
well as its language — end up working for 
the National Security Agency, Vanier said. 

He said he spent three years as a linguist 


for the NSA in Hawaii, but rarely worked 
on a mission related to Indonesia. 

Many linguists would love to support a 
company of Marines during exercises like 
Forest Light, he said. 

Referring to Lehman’s example, he said 
the Marine Corps would also benefit from 
sending its linguists into the field more 
often. 

“The only thing I wanted to do after I 
graduated from DLI was visit Indonesia 
and use what I learned,” Vanier said. 

During the Forest Light exercise, the 
biggest challenge for the Marines of 2-23 
was overcoming the language barrier, said 
2nd Battalion commander Lt. Col. David 
Ortiz. 

“When you conduct any type of bilat¬ 
eral exercise, you will never have enough 
linguists. I don’t think this is a unique 
problem for Forest Light,” he said. “It is a 
challenge you will always face when work¬ 
ing with a foreign partner.” 

Lehman was the most helpful by spend¬ 
ing his off time helping the JGSDF linguists 
understand Marine jargon so they, in turn, 
could provide better translation services 
between the JGSDF and the Marines. 

Marines and other U.S. forces often rely 
on interpreters provided by the partner na¬ 
tions when conducting bilateral exercises. 
The same rule applies to forces in combat 
zones like Iraq or Afghanistan, where ci¬ 
vilians who grew up in-country are hired 
as translators. 

Additionally, the Marine Corps does not 
track language skills for individual Ma¬ 
rines unless it is required for a specific 
military occupational specialty, although 
commanders may track and employ self- 
professed bilingual Marines as they see 
fit, Capt. Karoline Foote, a Marine spokes¬ 
woman said in an emailed statement to 
Stars and Stripes. 

Vanier said 2-23 has been smart about 
the rotation and use of their bilingual Ma¬ 
rines. Besides Lehman, the battalion’s two 
Korean-speaking Marines were attached 
to the infantry company that is deployed to 
Korea. 

Lehman, who self-identified as a fluent 
Japanese speaker before the deployment, 
said being bilingual builds cohesion be¬ 
tween two countries. 

“It’s really, really cool to see two people 
who don’t speak each other’s languages 
build a relationship,” he said. “I think that’s 
really special.” 

bolinger.iames@stripes.com 
Twitter: @bolingerj2004 
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Funding urged for trauma 
registry for military dogs 


Ashley PATOKA/Regional Health Command Europe 

Maj. Renee Krebs, a veterinary surgeon with Veterinary Medical 
Center Europe, prepares Alex, a military working dog, to have his 
leg amputated in Kaiserslautern, Germany, in August. 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

Military working dogs have 
repeatedly proven their worth in 
combat zones during America’s 
lengthy wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, where their discerning 
snouts have sniffed out explosive 
booby traps better than any ma¬ 
chine could. 

But their work has come at a 
cost. A recent study found that of 
an estimated 2,600 war dogs de¬ 
ployed from 2001 through 2013 
to those two countries, 92 died, 
primarily of gunshot wounds and 
explosions. 

Now, a group of veterinarians 
and medical experts with the 
Department of Defense is urging 
funding for a trauma registry for 
military working dogs like that 
being used to collate and analyze 
battle injuries incurred by human 
warfighters. 

The Army formed the Military 
Working Dog Trauma Registry 
Strategic Planning Group to look 
into the infrastructure needed 
for a working dog trauma regis¬ 
try, which the group described 
as “crucial to improve survival 
of [military working dogs] on the 
battlefield” in a white paper pub¬ 
lished in November. 

A registry would uniformly cre¬ 
ate an abstract containing vital 
statistics on a particular dog, the 
nature of the medical issue, suc¬ 
cessful or failed treatments and 
outcome. 

The planning group draws its 
members from the Department 
of Defense’s Military Working 
Dog Veterinary Service and the 
Joint Trauma System, the latter 
of which is tasked with reducing 
disease, injuries and deaths in the 
armed forces. 

Measured by the Defense 
Department’s annual budget of 
more than a half-trillion dollars, 
the funding needed to develop 
and sustain such a working dog 
registry is miniscule. 

It would cost about $300,000 to 
develop and launch, then $115,000 
a year to manage, according to 
the Joint Trauma System. 

Most of the raw data needed for a 
dog registry is being collected but 
not in “a centralized, over-arching 
manner,” said Col. Andy McGraw, 
director of the Military Working 
Dog Veterinary Service at Lack- 
land Air Force Base, Texas. 

“When I was deployed in 2010, 
my ability to look at and evaluate 
military working dog mortality 
data was limited to my time on 
the ground there in Afghanistan,” 
said McGraw, a veterinarian and 
member of the trauma planning 
group. “I don’t know what hap¬ 
pened before I got there; I don’t 
know what happened after I [left] 
there because the information was 
classified and, also, it was kind of 
disjointed and disconnected.” 

A centralized registry — du¬ 
rable over time and multiple de¬ 
ployments — is vital, he said. 

“Unless we have the data that 
tells us what are the more life-lim¬ 


iting problems that affect working 
dogs in an operational setting, how 
do we know how to best tailor our 
training, our equipping and other 
things to better serve the needs of 
both the dogs and the handlers?” 
he said. “Is it heat injury? Is it IED 
blasts? Is it gunshot wounds? Is it 
blunt-force trauma? 

“I can think that most dogs are 
suffering from gunshot wounds, 
but what if that’s not the reality on 
the ground?” he said. “And maybe 
that was the case during the time 
I was deployed, but maybe I was 
deployed at a time that’s not rep¬ 
resentative of the whole 15 years 
we’ve been deployed. 

“By capturing that data over a 
longer period of time, it’s going 
to help us identify holes in our 
training, for example,” he said. “I 
use the example of IED blasts. I 
did not learn one thing in veteri¬ 
narian school about how an im¬ 
provised explosive device could 
injure a dog — or the injuries that 
fall out from that.” 

The first detailed study of the 
causes of death in military work¬ 
ing dogs was published last fall in 
the journal Military Medicine. Of 
the 92 dog fatalities analyzed from 
2001-13 in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
31.5 percent were from gunshot 
wounds, 26.1 percent from explo¬ 
sions and 9.8 percent from heat 
stress. Among other causes were 
drowning, electrocution, vehicle 
impact and a helicopter crash. 

Yet despite being the most com¬ 
prehensive study of its kind, the 
authors concluded that “limita¬ 
tions to the available data under¬ 
mine the potential for our results 
to inform prevention of injuries 
and advances in medical care.” 

Researchers were not even able 
to determine the actual number of 
dogs deployed to those two conflict 
zones during that 13-year period 
because some data were classi¬ 
fied. Without a comparison group 
of dogs deployed in the same peri¬ 
od that did not die, the researchers 
were unable to identify risk factors 
for death among working dogs. 

The study was hampered by 
“missing records, missing data 


within the available records and 
inconsistencies in documentation.” 
Some records listed the cause of 
death simply as “euthanasia.” 

A formal dog registry could fill 
in those gaping holes, leading to 
better outcomes for wounded or 
injured dogs. 

The conclusions drawn from 
such data could, for instance, 
drive development of protective 
equipment for dogs or changes to 
clinical practice guidelines used 
for treating war dogs. 

“It can drive research funding 
and research projects [aimed] to¬ 
ward helping us give better care 
to these patients,” McGraw said. 
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Navy showcases new 
Poseidon aircraft at 
Australian air show 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

Navy Patrol Squadron 47 and 
its Boeing P-8A Poseidon aircraft 
arrived Tuesday at Avalon Air¬ 
port in Geelong, Victoria, Aus¬ 
tralia, to participate in one of that 
country’s largest aviation exhibi¬ 
tions, according to the U.S. Navy. 

The squadron will hold flight 
demonstrations and display the 
Poseidon throughout the six-day 
Australian International Airshow 
and Aerospace & Defence Expo¬ 
sition 2019, according to a Navy 
statement Monday. 

Patrol Squadron 47 appeared 
last week at Aero India, one of the 
largest air shows and exhibitions 
in Asia, along with F/A-18 Super 
Hornets of Navy Strike Fighter 
Squadron 27. 

The P-8A is a variant of Boe¬ 
ing’s 737-800, designed to replace 
the Navy fleet of P-3s. Boeing, by 
April 2017, had delivered at least 
53 of the advanced, long-range, 
anti-submarine patrol and recon¬ 
naissance aircraft to the Navy. 

In January, the Navy signed a 
$2.4 billion contract with Boeing 
for another 19 P-8As, according to 
The Diplomat online magazine. 

The Royal Australian Air 
Force, which agreed to purchase 
eight, took delivery of its first P- 
8A in November 2016, according 
to a Boeing press release in Janu¬ 
ary 2016. 

The aircraft is considered one 


of the most advanced of its type. 

“Our participation (at the Aus¬ 
tralian air show) will strengthen 
our ties and working relationships 
with our Australian counterparts, 
as well as our other partners with¬ 
in the Indo-Pacific,” Senior Chief 
Ronald Lilley, the squadron senior 
enlisted leader for the Avalon 2019 
detachment, said in the statement. 

The Australian air force, army 
and navy and air forces from 
Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, New 
Zealand and France also send 
contingents to the event, accord¬ 
ing to the statement. 

“We have had the opportunity 
to work with our Australian allies 
on numerous exercises through¬ 
out the Pacific, including Sea 
Dragon, our most recent exercise 
in Guam and (Rim of the Pacific) 
this past summer in Hawaii,” Lt. 
Derek Hinkley, Patrol Squadron 
47 detachment officer-in-charge, 
said in the statement. “Working 
with them at this air show will 
allow us to see familiar faces 
as well as continue our great 
partnership.” 

The last Avalon event, held in 
2017, had a total attendance of 
210,664, including representa¬ 
tives of 664 different companies 
from 25 countries, 158 delega¬ 
tions and approximately 33,000 
accredited trade attendees, ac¬ 
cording to the statement. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: CLopez_Stripes 
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Kim begin 2nd summit upbeat 



President Donald Trump speaks during a dinner with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on Wednesday in Hanoi, Vietnam. In their second 
summit, Trump is under pressure to achieve concrete commitments from Kim. 


PACIFIC 


Trump, 

President: North 
could thrive if it 
gives up nukes 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

HANOI, Vietnam — President 
Donald Trump and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un smiled and 
shook hands Wednesday as they 
expressed hope for a successful 
summit while facing pressure to 
deliver concrete commitments on 
denuclearization. 

Both leaders struck a positive 
note as they made brief remarks 
to reporters, then held a 20-min¬ 
ute, one-on-one talk before sitting 
down to dinner with key aides. 

“I thought the first summit was 
a great success and I think this 
one ultimately will be equal or 
greater,” Trump said, sitting next 
to Kim with a backdrop of Ameri¬ 
can and North Korean flags. 
“We’ve made a lot of progress, 
and I think the biggest progress 
was our relationship is really a 
good one.” 

Trump and Kim first met on 
June 12 in Singapore, an unprec¬ 
edented summit between the 
countries, which have been en¬ 
emies since the 1950-53 Korean 
War. 

They promised in a vaguely 
worded statement to work toward 
the “complete denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula,” as well as 
to improve relations, build a “last¬ 
ing and stable peace regime” and 
to recover the remains of thou¬ 
sands of troops killed in the war. 

But talks over how to imple¬ 
ment that agreement stalled, rais¬ 
ing skepticism over the North’s 
willingness to relinquish its hard- 
won nukes. 

Predicting success 

Trump insisted the first sum¬ 
mit was a success, though he 
noted “some people would like to 
see it go quicker.” 

Kim said the time in between 
summits had been filled with “a 
lot of effort, a lot of thinking and a 
lot of patience.” 

“We have been able to over¬ 
come all the obstacles and here 
we are today,” he said, smiling 
frequently. “I hope that we can 
provide an outcome that is wel¬ 
come by everyone, and I’m sure 
that we can do this.” 

Trump and Kim were later 
joined around a small dinner 
table by Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo; acting chief of staff 
Mick Mulvaney; Kim’s top envoy, 
Kim Yong Choi; and North Kore¬ 
an Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho. 

The leaders, who arrived in 
Hanoi on Tuesday, were due to 
begin more in-depth talks Thurs¬ 
day. Trump said there would also 
likely be a news conference at 
some point. 

The two-day summit began as 
Trump faces political turmoil 
at home, with his former lawyer 
and confidant Michael Cohen of¬ 
fering potentially damaging tes¬ 


timony about the president to a 
House committee Wednesday. 
Trump tweeted from Hanoi prior 
to Cohen’s testimony that Cohen 
“is lying in order to reduce his 
prison time.” 

The White House restricted ac¬ 
cess to the summit, barring four 
print reporters from covering the 
beginning of Trump’s dinner with 
Kim after two of those reporters 
asked questions of the president 
during earlier events at the sum¬ 
mit, according to reports. 

Economic incentives 

The president also reiterated 
his frequent promise that North 
Korea could achieve economic 
prosperity if it agrees to relin¬ 
quish nuclear weapons. 

“I think that your country has 
tremendous economic potential,” 
Trump said during his opening 
remarks with Kim at the Sofitel 
Legend Metropole Hotel. “I think 
you will have a tremendous future 
with your country. I look forward 
to watching it happen and helping 
it to happen.” 

Trump is under pressure to 
achieve concrete commitments 
from Kim, who has promised to 
dismantle his country’s main nu¬ 
clear material production facility 
at Yongbyon in exchange for “cor¬ 
responding measures” from the 
United States. 

The president hasn’t revealed 
what he may put on the table at 
the Hanoi summit, but officials 
and experts say a possible con- 


I think a peace 
declaration, while 
certainly not the 
same as a peace 
treaty, kicks the 
can down the road 
in a direction where 
we’re potentially 
removing troops 
from the peninsula, f 

Olivia Enos 

policy analyst at the Heritage 
Foundation’s Asian Studies Center 


cession could be an agreement to 
open liaison offices between the 
two countries, which don’t have 
diplomatic relations. 

Trump also may agree to a dec¬ 
laration symbolically ending the 
war, which concluded with an ar¬ 
mistice instead of a peace treaty. 

Asked earlier if the summit 
would result in a peace deal, 
Trump said, “We’ll see.” 

The president also may press 
for more progress in recovering 
the remains of war dead as that 
effort also has slowed after the re¬ 
turn of 55 boxes of bones believed 
to be of American soldiers. 

The U.S. administration has 
insisted it won’t relax sanctions 
until it sees fully verified denu¬ 


clearization, but some officials 
suggested that Washington could 
agree to further exemptions that 
would allow inter-Korean eco¬ 
nomic projects to move forward. 

Too much, too soon? 

North Korea observers ex¬ 
pressed concern that Trump may 
give away too much without re¬ 
quiring Pyongyang to agree to 
the long-sought U.S. goal of veri¬ 
fiable denuclearization. 

Olivia Enos, a policy analyst at 
the Heritage Foundation’s Asian 
Studies Center, said she was most 
concerned about the possibility of 
a peace declaration and offering 
economic investment in exchange 
for the Yongbyon dismantlement. 

“I think these both lead to an 
undermining of the pressure 
strategy, which has not achieved 
maximum pressure, not even 
close,” she said in an interview. 

Enos said the peace declaration 
would be “coming at the wrong 
time” and could further chip 
away at the U.S.-South Korean 
alliance, which already has been 
hit by differences over cost-shar¬ 
ing and the approach to dealing 
with the North. 

“I think a peace declaration, 
while certainly not the same as a 
peace treaty, kicks the can down 
the road in a direction where 
we’re potentially removing troops 
from the peninsula,” she said. 

Trump also should seize the 
opportunity to address human 
rights abuses by North Korea, 


which so far have not been part of 
the talks between the two coun¬ 
tries, Enos said. 

Trump has praised North 
Korea for steps already taken, 
including the cessation of nuclear 
and missile tests that had raised 
fears of a new conflict on the di¬ 
vided peninsula in 2017. 

The Vietnamese capital, mean¬ 
while, was enjoying the attention 
brought by the summit. Men and 
women on the ubiquitous motor¬ 
cycles that fill the streets pulled 
over to stores to buy North Ko¬ 
rean and American flags. 

Storekeepers did a brisk busi¬ 
ness peddling summit T-shirts 
emblazoned with photos of Trump 
and Kim together. 

Trump tweeted earlier that 
the Southeast nation was a model 
for North Korea as a communist 
country that emerged from two 
decades of war to become an eco¬ 
nomic success story. 

But North Korea was not likely 
to see it as a model, according to 
Victor Cha of the Washington- 
based Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. 

“Good point but not likely to res¬ 
onate,” Cha tweeted in response 
to Trump. “North Korea does not 
like to be compared with a ‘small’ 
Southeast Asian country.” 

Vietnam has a population of 
nearly 100 million, four times 
that of North Korea, but Pyong¬ 
yang considers itself more “de¬ 
veloped,” Cha wrote. 

gamel. kim@stripes. com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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T-shirts for sale this week in Hanoi, Vietnam, advertise the second summit between President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 



A motorcyclist waves American and North Korean flags Wednesday 
on a street in Hanoi. 


The summit street scene 


Photos and story 
By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

HANOI, Vietnam — Streets of 
were teeming with activity this 
week as the Vietnamese capital 
prepared to host the second sum¬ 
mit between President Donald 
Trump and North Korean leader 


Kim Jong Un. 

Flags from all three countries 
were strung along the streets, 
and storekeepers hawked summit 
souvenirs that included T-shirts 
emblazoned with photos of the 
two leaders. 

Trump has touted Vietnam as 
a model that North Korea could 


emulate as it’s a communist coun¬ 
try that has achieved economic 
prosperity and normal ties with 
the United States after emerg¬ 
ing from the devastation of two 
decades of war, which ended in 
1975. 


gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 



Above: Motorists on Tuesday 
drive by a sign advertising the 
summit between Trump and Kim 
in Hanoi. 

Left: The Ho Chi Minh 
mausoleum towers above a vast 
square in Hanoi. 
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Report says 
NGA official 
gave the OK to 
sham bonuses 



Photos by Martin EGNASH/Stars and Stripes 


A U.S. soldier, left, observes Georgian soldiers during the Georgia Defense Readiness Program on Wednesday. 

Troops teach technique in Tbilisi 

US soldiers find Georgians battle-tested, hampered by old-fashioned leadership models 



A Georgian soldier brings a mock casualty to safety during the program. 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

TBILISI, Georgia — Hidden behind a 
scraggy, mountain tree line with a clear 
view through a field of frost-covered grass, 
the soldiers were in a perfect position to 
ambush enemy forces moving in front of 
them, but nobody fired. 

The soldiers were all waiting on the 
commanding officer to give them the 
“go ahead,” costing valuable time for the 
would-be ambushers. 

That, U.S. advisers said, is a typical 
problem Georgian troops face during the 
training in the Georgian Defense Readi¬ 
ness Program, currently underway in the 
hills above Tbilisi. 

“The Georgians are a little old-fash¬ 
ioned,” said 1st Lt. Richard Klocksieben, 
one of the U.S. Army advisers. Like in 
many former Soviet militaries, the Geor¬ 
gian noncommissioned officers frequently 
have fewer leadership responsibilities than 
their Western counterparts. “They rely too 
much on their senior officers for things 
they should be delegating to their NCOs,” 
Klocksieben said. 

U.S. soldiers here have been advising 
their counterparts on when and how to use 
NCOs, and how to delegate more authority 
to the lower-level soldiers. 

“They have some problems, but they’re 
working on them,” Klocksieben said. 

During the training scenario, in which 
Georgian soldiers defended their home 
country from a mock foreign invader, 
many of the soldiers have been using newer 
weapons the army has acquired, including 
Javelin anti-tank missiles and M240B ma¬ 
chine guns — weapons the U.S. soldiers 
are very familiar with. 

While the U.S. soldiers are not there of¬ 
ficially to train the Georgians on the use 
of these weapon systems, the Americans 
have been offering tips and advice when 
they can, said Maj. Jon-Paul Navarro, the 


officer in charge of the several dozen U.S. 
troops here. 

“We let them know when we would use a 
Javelin or what kinds of positions we might 
set up for defense,” Navarro said. “They’ve 
taken to them very well.” 

All nine of Georgia’s nine light infan¬ 
try battalions are expected to undergo the 
training, aimed at modernizing the force, 
and will learn to use the new weapons to 
increase their defensive capabilities. 

The Georgian army is in the process of 
building up its NCO corps, said Georgian 
Col. Roman Janjulia, commander of the 
training center. 

Its old style of top-down leadership is a 
relic of the country’s past and a common 
problem in many of the former Soviet 
republics. 

Unlike some of those other militaries, 
however, Georgian soldiers have been on 
extensive deployments to the Middle East, 
becoming the largest per capita contribu¬ 
tor of soldiers to the international coalition 
in Afghanistan by late 2012. 

That experience has led to a very effec¬ 


tive military force, Navarro said. 

“Warfare is no stranger to them,” Navar¬ 
ro said. “The soldiers here are extremely 
motivated, and very experienced.” 

In addition to loads of experience on 
the battlefield, the Georgian soldiers have 
another advantage — their hardiness — 
Klocksieben said. 

“The weather here has been absolutely 
terrible. The winds are so cold that our 
guys are shivering, but the Georgian sol¬ 
diers are all having a great time, joking 
around with smiles on their faces, like it 
doesn’t affect them,” he said. 

The U.S. advisers say the Georgians are 
also especially good at mountain warfare, 
which comes as no surprise as the country 
is at the heart of the Caucasus Mountains. 

“I’ve had to hike up a few of these hills 
and it’s hard work. But we see the Geor¬ 
gians zipping up and down them like they’re 
nothing,” Klocksieben said. “They’re tough 
guys. They just need to work on their junior 
leadership.” 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 


By Alan Gomez 

USA Today 

A senior Pentagon official approved 
$280,000 in fraudulent bonuses to seven of¬ 
ficials preparing to leave the department, 
according to a report released Thursday 
by the Department of Defense Office of In¬ 
spector General. 

Ellen Ardrey served as the director of 
human development at the Pentagon’s Na¬ 
tional Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, or 
NGA, a massive agency based in Spring- 
field, Va., that employs 14,500 people who 
provide situational intelligence on every¬ 
thing from counterterrorism and weapons 
of mass destruction to wildfires and Super 
Bowls. 

According to the report, Ardrey allowed 
senior officials at the NGA to downgrade 
their positions for one pay period, which 
in turn allowed them to leave the agency 
with a $40,000 early retirement buyout in¬ 
centive. Such “early out” packages can be 
quickly approved by agency directors such 
as Ardrey for nonsenior officials when an 
agency goes through downsizing, but they 
must receive clearance from the undersec¬ 
retary for defense for all senior officials. 

After a two-year investigation that in¬ 
cluded interviews with 16 witnesses and 
the review of more than 31,000 emails, 
the Inspector General’s Office found that 
Ardrey complained that the process to 
receive approval for buyouts for senior 
officials was “onerous” and “slow,” tell¬ 
ing leadership, “The juice ain’t worth the 
squeeze on this.” 

Instead, Ardrey suggested to senior offi¬ 
cials that they downgrade their position for 
one pay period to speed up the process. She 
told investigators that she believed she was 
acting legally and that there was no law or 
policy that prohibited her from temporar¬ 
ily downgrading senior officials to hasten 
their buyout packages. 

“However, DoD buyout incentive subject 
matter experts that we interviewed told 
us that Ms. Ardrey’s downgrade and buy¬ 
out incentive plan for senior officials was 
‘gross mismanagement,’ ‘improper use of 
government resources,’ ‘looks like a shell 
game just to get them the opportunity to 
get an incentive,’ and would only make 
sense ‘if somebody wanted to get around 
the onerous approval process ... for se¬ 
nior officials,’ ” the report concluded. “We 
agree.” 

In a response to the report, Ardrey wrote 
that she had conducted similar down¬ 
grades at another government agency and 
that other employees at the NGA told her 
the process “was not prohibited.” 

“The investigation’s preliminary con¬ 
clusion is based on inference and opinion, 
with insufficient evidence to substantiate 
intentional circumvention of DoD policy,” 
Ardrey wrote. “The recommendations I 
developed ... were consistent with policy 
and followed established authorities.” 

Ardrey could not be reached for com¬ 
ment. An NGA statement on Thursday said 
Ardrey is still employed at the agency and 
that officials there are dealing with the re¬ 
port internally. 

“NGA encourages its employees to re¬ 
port misconduct and sets a high standard 
of conduct for all employees, regardless of 
grade,” the statement read. 

The investigation into Ardrey’s actions 
started in 2017 when four anonymous com¬ 
plaints were filed against her, according to 
the report. 
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Cohen tells panel Trump 
'was telling me to lie' 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, center, ranking member of the House 
Committee on Oversight and Reform, talks with Reps. Mark 
Meadows, R-N.C., left, and Thomas Massie, R-Ky., during testimony 
by Michael Cohen, depicted in an exhibit behind them, Wednesday. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Shaking off 
criticism from House Republi¬ 
cans, President Donald Trump’s 
former personal lawyer declared 
under oath Wednesday that 
Trump knew ahead of time and 
embraced the news when told that 
WikiLeaks had emails damaging 
to Hillary Clinton’s presidential 
campaign. Michael Cohen also 
testified that Trump is a “racist,” 
a “con man” and a “cheat.” 

Cohen, called to testify by 
Democrats over the objections 
of Republicans, suggested that 
Trump also implicitly told him 
to lie about a Moscow real es¬ 
tate project. Cohen has pleaded 
guilty to lying to Congress about 
the project, which he says Trump 
knew about as Cohen was negoti¬ 
ating with Russia during the 2016 
election campaign. 

The hearing was producing the 
most damning depiction to date of 
Trump’s campaign and business 
operations from a onetime mem¬ 
ber of his inner circle. It was the 
latest step in Cohen’s evolution 
from legal fixer for the president 
— he once boasted he’d “take a 
bullet” for Trump — to a foe who 
has implicated him in federal 
campaign finance violations. 

“I am ashamed of my weak¬ 
ness and misplaced loyalty, of 
the things I did for Mr. Trump 
in an effort to protect and pro¬ 
mote him,” Cohen said. “I am 
ashamed that I chose to take part 
in concealing Mr. Trump’s illicit 
acts rather than listening to my 
own conscience. I am ashamed 
because I know what Mr. Trump 
is.” 

Democrats asked Cohen about 
details of his accusations against 
Trump, while Republicans on 
the House Oversight and Reform 
Committee focused on assailing 
him and his credibility. 

Accused at length by one GOP 
lawmaker of being a pathologi¬ 
cal liar, Cohen responded, “Sir, 
are you referring to me or the 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—House Dem¬ 
ocrats have ignored a veto threat 
and passed legislation that would 
stymie President Donald Trump’s 
bid for billions of extra dollars 
for a U.S.-Mexico border wall. 
The move has escalated a clash 
over whether he has abused his 
powers to advance the signature 
pledge of his 2016 campaign. 

The House’s 245-182 vote Tues¬ 
day to block Trump’s national 
emergency declaration fell well 
below the two-thirds majority that 
would be needed to override what 
would be the first veto of Trump’s 
presidency. Thirteen Republi¬ 
cans backed the Democrats’ mea¬ 
sure as top Republicans worked 


president?” 

On a more substantive mat¬ 
ter, Cohen said at one point that 
prosecutors in New York are in¬ 
vestigating conversations Trump 
or his advisers had with him after 
his hotel room was raided for doc¬ 
uments by the FBI. 

He was asked by a Democrat¬ 
ic congressman about the last 
contact he had had with Trump 
or any agent representing the 
president. 

Cohen said that happened about 
two months after his hotel room 
was raided by the FBI in April 
2018. But he declined to provide 
more specific details and said the 
matter was being investigated by 
federal prosecutors. 

As for the Clinton emails, 
Cohen’s claims that Trump had 
advance knowledge about the 
WikiLeaks release contradict the 
president’s assertions that he was 
in the dark, but it was not clear 
what evidence Cohen had to sup¬ 
port the allegation or even how le¬ 
gally problematic it would be for 
Trump. Special counsel Robert 
Mueller has not suggested that 
mere awareness of WikiLeaks’ 
plans, as Trump confidant Roger 
Stone is purported to have had, is 
by itself a crime. 

Underscoring the deeply par¬ 
tisan nature of the proceedings, 
Democrats on the committee 
lifted an earlier restriction that 
the hearing not delve into Rus¬ 
sia, while Republicans tried un¬ 
successfully to block the hearing 
as it got underway, on grounds 
that Cohen had not provided his 
opening statement long enough in 
advance. 

The committee’s top Repub¬ 
lican, Ohio Rep. Jim Jordan, 
sought early on to undermine 
Cohen’s credibility by calling 
him a “fraudster, cheat” and “a 
convicted felon.” 

“Certainly it’s the first time 
a convicted perjurer has been 
brought back to be a star witness 
at a hearing,” Jordan said. 


to keep defections as low as pos¬ 
sible, wanting to avoid a tally 
suggesting that Trump’s hold on 
lawmakers was weakening. 

The issue is now before the Re¬ 
publican-run Senate, where there 
already were enough GOP defec¬ 
tions to edge the resolution to the 
brink of passage. Vice President 
Mike Pence used a lunch with Re¬ 
publican senators at the Capitol to 
try keeping them aboard, citing 
a crisis at the border, but there 
were no signs he had succeeded. 

“I personally couldn’t handi¬ 
cap the outcome at this point,” 
said Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., who 
plans a vote within the next three 
weeks. He even said Republicans 


Cohen said Trump did not 
directly tell him to lie, but “he 
would look me in the eye and tell 
me there’s no business in Rus¬ 
sia and then go out and lie to the 
American people by saying the 
same thing.” 

Cohen said that “in his way, he 
was telling me to lie.” He added 
that lawyers for Trump had “re¬ 
viewed and edited” the statement 
in which Cohen falsely said a 
proposal for a Trump Tower in 
Moscow had been abandoned in 
January 2016. Cohen has since 
said he continued pursuing the 
project for Trump for months 
after that. 

Trump, at a Vietnam hotel 
before a planned meeting with 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un and unable to ignore the 
drama playing out thousands of 
miles away, lashed out at Cohen 
on Twitter, saying his lawyer “did 
bad things unrelated to Trump” 
and “is lying in order to reduce 
his prison time.” 

A judge already has set Cohen’s 
sentence, and Cohen’s cooperation 
will have no bearing on that term. 
Cohen, ahead of his appearance, 
said Tuesday that the American 
people could decide “exactly who 
is telling the truth” when he testi¬ 
fied before the House committee. 

On WikiLeaks, Cohen said in 
the prepared testimony that he 
was in Trump’s office in July 
2016 when longtime adviser 
Roger Stone telephoned Trump. 
Trump put Stone on speaker¬ 
phone and Stone told him that he 
had communicated with WikiLe¬ 
aks founder Julian Assange and 
that “within a couple of days, 
there would be a massive dump of 
emails that would damage Hill¬ 
ary Clinton’s campaign,” accord¬ 
ing to Cohen. 

Trump responded by saying 
“wouldn’t that be great,” Cohen 
said. 

That month, WikiLeaks re¬ 
leased thousands of emails 
hacked from the Democratic Na¬ 


remained uncertain about the le¬ 
gality of Trump’s move. 

The showdown was forcing Re¬ 
publicans to cast uncomfortable 
votes pitting their support for a 


tional Committee’s server. 

“A lot of people have asked me 
about whether Mr. Trump knew 
about the release of the hacked 
Democratic National Committee 
emails ahead of time,” Cohen said 
in the prepared testimony. “The 
answer is yes.” 

Cohen said he does not have di¬ 
rect evidence that Trump collud¬ 
ed with the Russian government 
during the election, but that he 
has “suspicions.” Of a meeting in 
Trump Tower between campaign 
advisers, includingTrump’s oldest 
son, and a Russian lawyer, Cohen 
said that Trump had frequently 
told him that Donald Trump Jr. 
“had the worst judgment of any¬ 
one in the world” and he “would 
never set up any meeting of any 
significance alone — and certain¬ 
ly not without checking with his 
father.” 

Cohen, once Trump’s loyal 
attorney, has turned on his for¬ 
mer boss and cooperated with 
Mueller’s Russia investigation. 
He begins a three-year prison 
sentence in May after pleading 
guilty to lying to Congress in 
2017 and committing campaign 
finance violations while working 
for Trump. 

He met with the Senate Intel¬ 
ligence Committee for more than 
nine hours behind closed doors on 
Tuesday. Cohen said afterward 
that he appreciated the opportu¬ 
nity to “clear the record and tell 
the truth” to the panel after ac¬ 


president popular with GOP vot¬ 
ers against fears that his use of 
emergency powers would invite 
future Democratic presidents to 
do likewise. 


knowledging he lied to the com¬ 
mittee in 2017. 

It was the first of three days of 
congressional appearances for 
Cohen. After the public hearing, 
he will appear privately before 
the House intelligence panel 
Thursday. 

Republicans were expected to 
aggressively attempt to discredit 
Cohen, given that he has acknowl¬ 
edged lying previously. 

Florida Republican Rep. Matt 
Gaetz tweeted Tuesday that the 
world is “about to learn a lot” 
about Cohen and suggested he 
knew of disparaging information 
that could come out during the 
hearing. Gaetz later apologized 
and said he was deleting the 
tweet. Gaetz, a Trump ally who 
talks to the president frequently, 
is not a member of the committee 
that was questioning Cohen. 


ABC 

V ymr-TRAVEL SERVICE 



SPECIAL OFFER 


Military Discounts on all flights 
between January - March 


Military ID-Card holders & family 
members only 


Atlanta 

414 € 

Dallas 

409 € 

Las Vegas 

399 € 

Tampa 

438 € 

Need help? Call us! 

0621-72920 

www.abctravel.de 

Flights from January 13 to March 

i 31, 2019 RTfrom/ 

based on availability. Get Militar 

y discount fares all 

Mannheim 



INJURED? 

CIVILIAN WORKERS 

(INCLUDING NON-US CITIZENS) 

KNOW AND PROTECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS 
D.B.A./N.A.F. ATTORNEYS 


www.injuredoverseas.com 


Phone: 954.920.7400 US Toll Free: 888.732.7425 


LAW OFFICES OF BARNETT & LERNER, P.A. 

= FREE CONSULTATION — 


House OKs Denis’ bill blocking declaration on wall 


























Page 12 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, February 28,2019 


NATION _ 

Associates may 
have helped 
singer in abuse 



Erin Hooley, Chicago Tribune/AP 


Chicago mayoral candidate Lori Lightfoot, a former 
federal prosecutor, appears with supporters 
Tuesday at EvolveHer in Chicago. Lightfoot was the 
top vote-getter in a field of 14. 


Ashlee Rezin, Chicago Sun-Times/AP 


Chicago mayoral candidate Toni Preckwinkle 
speaks Tuesday. The Cook County Board president 
is now in a race that will guarantee the city’s next 
mayor will be an African-American woman. 


Two African-American women 
in runoff to be Chicago mayor 


By Michael Tarm 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — After R. Kelly 
met a girl celebrating her 16th 
birthday at a restaurant, it was his 
manager who handed her Kelly’s 
business card with the R&B star’s 
personal phone number on it, tell¬ 
ing the teen that Kelly wanted 
her to give him a call, according 
to prosecutors. 

The 52-year-old singer-song- 
writer was charged last week 
with sexually abusing the girl 
once a month for a year after 
she retrieved the card from her 
mom’s purse and phoned Kelly. 
In all, prosecutors accuse him 
of abusing four females, three of 
whom were between 13 and 17. 

Kelly is looking at the possibil¬ 
ity of decades in prison if convict¬ 
ed, but there’s no official word 
on whether the manager or any¬ 
one else in his inner circle might 
face charges for complicity in 
any abuse or for failing to report 
abuse if they suspected it. 

Legal experts say it’s not obvi¬ 
ous what laws could be invoked. 

All 50 states require that cer¬ 
tain professionals, including 
doctors and teachers, report any 
suspicions of child abuse, but only 
around a third mandate that all 
adults do. Kelly’s home state of Il¬ 
linois is not among them. 

More than 10 Kelly associ¬ 
ates, such as agents and security 
guards, could be exposed to crim¬ 
inal liability in the Chicago case 
for staying silent about abuse or 
actively assisting Kelly, said Mi¬ 
chael Avenatti, a lawyer for two 
Kelly accusers. 

In a phone interview, he said 
Kelly depended heavily on others 
to target underage girls, to trans¬ 
port them and to pay them off to 
keep quiet over the years he as¬ 
cended from busking on Chicago 
subway platforms to become a 
best-selling music artist. 


Kelly “could not have accom¬ 
plished this for 28 years with¬ 
out the assistance of others who 
looked the other way because 
they didn’t want the R. Kelly 
gravy train to end,” Avenatti said 
Tuesday. 

The question isn’t limited to 
Kelly insiders. Critics have blast¬ 
ed law enforcement for not pur¬ 
suing the Grammy winner more 
aggressively. 

“Every system in this city — 
police, courts, the South and West 
sides, the churches, everybody 
— has failed these young black 
female victims,” argued Jim 
DeRogatis, who as a Chicago Sun- 
Times reporter played the central 
role in revealing the sex-abuse ac¬ 
cusations. He told television sta¬ 
tion WTTW’s “Chicago Tonight” 
on Monday that 48 women have 
shared with him their stories of 
abuse by Kelly since 1991. 

Kelly’s attorney, Steve Green¬ 
berg, declined to comment on 
any possible criminal exposure 
involving people around Kelly. 
He said he is “constrained by the 
canons of ethics” from address¬ 
ing anything other than allega¬ 
tions directed at his client. 

Music industry stalwarts 
seemed to look the other way 
when whispers began 25 years 
ago and grew louder. 

Fans didn’t back away either. 

In 2013, after allegations of 
abuse were widely known, con¬ 
cert venues sold out for the tour 
promoting his album “Black 
Panties.” The album peaked at 
No. 2 on Billboard’s R&B chart 
and sold 500,000 copies by 2015. 
His next album, “The Buffet,” 
went to No. 1 in 2016. 

If prosecutors do go after Kel¬ 
ly’s confidantes, Avenatti expects 
many to turn on him. 

“His handlers and enablers are 
going to look to save their own 
butts as opposed to R. Kelly,” he 
said. 


By Herbert G. McCann 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — A former federal 
prosecutor and a county board 
leader will face each other in a 
runoff to become Chicago’s first 
black female mayor after leading 
a large field Tuesday that includ¬ 
ed a member of the Daley fam¬ 
ily that has dominated the city’s 
politics for much of the last six 
decades. 

Political outsider Lori Light¬ 
foot, who was a federal prosecu¬ 
tor in northern Illinois, and Cook 
County Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle were the top two 
vote-getters among 14 candidates, 
but neither received more than 
the 50 percent needed to avoid an 
April 2 runoff. The winner will 
succeed Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
to lead the nation’s third-larg- 
est city. Emanuel did not seek 
re-election. 

Among those they defeated was 
William Daley, who has never 
held major elected office but fea¬ 
tured the most famous surname 
in the race. His father, Richard 
J. Daley, and brother, Richard M. 


Daley, held the city’s top job for 
nearly 43 years of a 55-year span 
before Emanuel took the oath 
in 2011. Daley is a former U.S. 
Commerce secretary who, like 
Emanuel, served as White House 
chief of staff to President Barack 
Obama. 

Emanuel’s decision not to seek 
a third term drew some of the 
biggest names in state and mu¬ 
nicipal government as would-be 
successors, along with some po¬ 
litical newcomers with strong 
support, in a transitional election 
for a lakefront metropolis still 
struggling to shed its reputation 
for corruption, police brutality 
and street violence. 

“What do you think of us now?” 
Lightfoot said Tuesday night to a 
crowd of her supporters. “This is 
what change looks like.” 

Lightfoot, the first openly gay 
woman to run for Chicago mayor, 
has been critical of efforts to re¬ 
form the Chicago Police Depart¬ 
ment in the wake of the 2014 
fatal shooting of black teenager 
Laquan McDonald by a white po¬ 
lice officer. 

Preckwinkle, who leads the 


county’s Democratic Party, also 
made a campaign issue out of 
McDonald’s shooting. 

“We may not be at the finish 
line. But, we should acknowledge 
that history is being made,” Preck¬ 
winkle, who previously served 19 
years on the City Council and was 
a Chicago Public Schools teacher, 
told her supporters. 

Turnout was low Tuesday. Jim 
Allen, spokesman for the Chicago 
Board of Election, said by late 
afternoon turnout was around 27 
percent of registered voters. The 
record low for a February may- 
oral election was 33.8 percent in 
2007, when Emanuel was first 
elected. 

“It appears that some voters 
either just disengaged or are not 
willing to make a decision until 
they know who’s in the runoff, as¬ 
suming there is a runoff,” Allen 
said. 

Businessman Willie Wilson, Il¬ 
linois Comptroller Susana Men¬ 
doza and activist Amara Enyia, 
who received financial support 
from Kanye West and Chance 
the Rapper, rounded out the top 
vote-getters. 


United Methodist delegates reject recognizing same-sex marriages 


Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS—The United Meth¬ 
odist Church, America’s second- 
largest Protestant denomination, 
faces a likely surge in defections 
and acts of defiance after del¬ 
egates at a crucial conference 
voted Tuesday to strengthen the 
faith’s divisive bans on same-sex 
marriage and ordination of LGBT 
clergy. 

Emotions were high through¬ 
out the third and final day of the 
UMC’s meeting. Some supporters 
of greater LGBT inclusion were 


in tears, while others vented their 
anger when, midway through the 
session, delegates defeated a pro¬ 
posal that would have let regional 
and local church bodies decide 
for themselves on gay-friendly 
policies. 

“Devastation,” was how former 
Methodist pastor Rebecca Wilson 
of Detroit described her feelings. 
“As someone who left because I’m 
gay, I’m waiting for the church I 
love to stop bringing more hate.” 

After several more hours of de¬ 
bate, the conservatives’ proposal, 
called the Traditional Plan, was 


approved by a vote of 438-384. 
Opponents unsuccessfully sought 
to weaken the plan with hostile 
amendments or to prolong the 
debate past a mandatory adjourn¬ 
ment time set to accommodate a 
monster truck rally in the arena. 

The Traditional Plan’s success 
was due to an alliance of conserva¬ 
tives from the U.S. and overseas. 
About 43 percent of the delegates 
were from abroad, mostly from 
Africa, and overwhelmingly sup¬ 
ported the LGBT bans. 

If the bans were eased, “the 
church in Africa would cease to 


exist,” said the Rev. Jerry Kulah 
of Liberia. “We can’t do anything 
but to support the Traditional 
Plan — it is the biblical plan.” 

Council of Bishops President 
Kenneth H. Carter said he is 
concerned the plan will cause 
progressive churches to leave the 
denomination. He said church 
leaders “will be doing a lot of out¬ 
reach” to those churches. 

The deep split within the 
church was evident in several 
fiery speeches opposing the Tra¬ 
ditional Plan. 

“If we bring this virus into our 


church, it will bring illness to us 
all,” said the Rev. Thomas Ber¬ 
lin of Herndon, Va. He predicted 
many Methodist churchgoers 
and some regional bodies would 
leave the church, while others 
would “stay and fight,” perform¬ 
ing same-sex weddings even if it 
meant punishment. 

Formed in a merger in 1968, 
the United Methodist Church 
claims about 12.6 million mem¬ 
bers worldwide, including nearly 
7 million in the United States. 
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Thousands 
ordered to 
leave amid 
Calif, storm 

By Olga R. Rodriguez 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Thou¬ 
sands of people along a flooded 
river were under evacuation or¬ 
ders Wednesday as a relentless 
storm pounded Northern Califor¬ 
nia, drenching the San Francisco 
Bay Area and pummeling the Si¬ 
erra Nevada with snow. 

Some two dozen communities 
along the Russian River in So¬ 
noma County were ordered evac¬ 
uated Tuesday evening shortly 
before the waterway passed flood 
stage. Forecasters predicted it 
would peak at about 46 feet by 
Wednesday evening, which would 
be the highest level in about a 
quarter-century. 

Authorities said evacuations 
were ordered for about 4,000 
people in and around Guernev- 
ille, about an hour’s drive north 
of San Francisco. 

“We want you to leave now,” 
Sheriff Mark Essick warned. 
“The roads may become impass¬ 
able and you may not be able to 
get out. So even if you live in an 
area that is not flooding at this 
moment, you may not be able to 
get out when the water rises.” 

There also was concern about 
potential mudslides in hillside 
areas saturated from days of 


Stranded 


Associated Press 

SALEM, Ore. — When an Am- 
trak train with almost 200 people 
aboard hit downed trees during a 
blizzard and got stranded in the 
Oregon mountains for a day and a 
half, passengers and crew banded 
together during the ordeal that 
ended Tuesday. 

“It was really nice to meet 
people pulling together,” passen¬ 
ger Tracy Rhodes, of Scottsdale, 
Ariz., said in a phone interview 
after the train that had been trav¬ 
eling from Seattle to Los Angeles 
rolled back into the college town 
of Eugene, Ore., with a clanging 
bell announcing its arrival. Pas¬ 
sengers spilled out, some waving 
their arms high in jubilation. 

During the 36 hours that the 
train was stuck, younger passen¬ 
gers helped older ones reach their 
families to let them know they were 
all right, said Rhodes, who was 
traveling with her brother to visit 
their 82-year-old mother in Klam¬ 
ath Falls, Ore. A “mom brigade” 
was formed to take care of and en¬ 
tertain the children, she said. 

“People were being very kind to 
each other, being friends,” Rhodes 
said. “It restores your faith.” 

The trouble began Sunday eve¬ 
ning, when the double-decker 



downpours and in areas scarred 
by 2017 wildfires. 

Earlier in the day, a mudslide 
near Monte Rio near Guemev- 
ille trapped a man and a woman 
before they were rescued, messy 
but unharmed. 

“Well I fell into the mud when 
the tree fell over the top of me. It 
happened so fast you don’t even 
know, you know?” Rear Koch told 
KGO-TV. 

Elsewhere in Sonoma County, 
several people had to be rescued 
from cars that became stranded 
while trying to drive through 
flooded roads, including one 
woman who was rescued by boat. 

Guerneville often floods during 
heavy rain and people seemed 
nonchalant Tuesday about the 


threat, said Joseph Chung, whose 
parents own the Koala’s Fine 
Food restaurant. 

“A couple of weeks ago people 
were using kayaks to get to their 
mailbox,” Chung said. “If it gets 
really bad, we’ll get out.” 

Several communities also were 
under evacuation orders in Butte 
County because of flooded creeks. 
Other waterways, including the 
Napa River, also were expected to 
overflow their banks as an ocean- 
spanning plume of moisture 
continued tracking through the 
West. It already closed roads and 
schools and toppled trucks and 
trees from Oregon to Montana. 

The National Weather Service 
also issued flood warnings and 
flash flood watches for the San 


Francisco Bay Area and many 
parts of the Sacramento area, 
lasting into Thursday morning. 

Relentless rain forced the can¬ 
cellation or delay of hundreds of 
flights in San Francisco, and the 
city of Santa Rosa received a re¬ 
cord 5.66 inches of rain, making it 
the wettest day for the date since 
at least 1902. 

In the Sierra Nevada, the Cali¬ 
fornia Department of Transporta¬ 
tion reported that a maintenance 
yard above 6,000 feet had received 
30 inches of snow Tuesday. 

Several mountain and foothill 
roads were repeatedly closed be¬ 
cause of whiteout conditions or to 
clear trucks and cars that spun 
out on the slippery pavement. 


passengers banded together 



Courtesy of Emilie Wyrick/AP 


Passengers aboard a stranded Amtrak train make the best of their 
situation after the train hit downed trees during a blizzard in Oregon. 


Coast Starlight train struck a tree 
that had fallen onto the tracks, 
Amtrak said. 

Rhodes said the train stopped 
suddenly but not violently. She 
was told the engine hit several 
snow-laden trees and that one 
snapped back, damaging a hose 
assembly providing air pressure 
for the brakes. The train was re¬ 


paired enough to move forward a 
short distance to Oakridge, Ore., 
a town 1,200 feet high in the Cas¬ 
cade Range that was dealing with 
its own problems—a blackout and 
snow- and debris-covered roads. 

Railroad officials decided to 
keep the passengers on board. 
The hours ticked by. Some pas¬ 
sengers grew impatient. 


“This is hell and it’s getting 
worse,” Rebekah Dodson posted 
on Facebook after 30 hours, along 
with photos of herself and other 
passengers. 

The train with 183 passengers 
still had electricity, heat and 
food. Some people took the long 
unscheduled stop with a sense of 
humor. 

“The food hoarding has begun. 
I’m considering saving half my 
dinner steak and making jerky on 
the room heater,” Rhodes tweeted. 
She and her brother had sleeping 
berths. 

The crew of 13 dealt with the 
situation as best they could. With 
diapers running short, a worker in 
the cafe improvised with napkins 
and safety pins, Rhodes said. 

The highway to Klamath Falls 
was snowbound and impassable. 
With no way to reach her mother, 
Rhodes planned to fly home. 

The train retreated to the north 
Tuesday afternoon, heading back 
to Seattle. Some passengers in¬ 
cluding Rhodes got off in Port¬ 
land. The train’s journey farther 
north was delayed for at least two 
hours, passengers were told, after 
a railroad bridge over the Colum¬ 
bia River between Oregon and 
Washington state caught fire. 


3 killed in 
train-vehicle 
collision on 
Long Island 

Associated Press 

WESTBURY, N.Y. — Two com¬ 
muter trains traveling in opposite 
directions collided with a vehicle 
on the tracks in Westbury, killing 
all three occupants in the vehicle 
before one of the trains derailed 
and tore into a concrete plat¬ 
form Tuesday night, according to 
officials. 

Nassau County Police Com¬ 
missioner Patrick Ryder said the 
vehicle was “trying to beat the 
gate” when it was struck just be¬ 
fore 7:30 p.m. He said one of the 
trains, which was carrying about 
200 passengers and headed for 
Manhattan, was going at “full 
speed” when it crashed. 

“The train then leaves the 
track and takes out the platform 
and then hits the north side of 
the platform and takes off about 
30 yards of concrete, which goes 
through the train,” Ryder said. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo called 
for a “full investigation into the 
collision,” which also sent seven 
people on the trains to local hos¬ 
pitals with nonfatal injuries and 
forced the evacuation of nearly 
1,000 passengers and crew on the 
two trains. 

Long Island Rail Road Presi¬ 
dent Phillip Eng said the vehicle 
went around the grade crossing 
and was struck by the train that 
was leaving Westbury station. 
He said the gates at the crossing 
were properly functioning. 

“The gates were down, the 
lights were flashing. We’ve con¬ 
firmed that they were function¬ 
ing,” he said. “Witnesses have 
said the vehicle went around the 
gates, at which point the train that 
was leaving, heading eastbound, 
and the vehicle collided. 

A westbound train traveling 
toward Westbury then struck the 
vehicle, he said. The vehicle was 
pushed and that’s when the front 
two cars of the westbound train 
came off the rails, Eng said. 

Local TV news helicopter video 
showed the train cars standing up¬ 
right after the wreck but with the 
forward cars off the rails. One end 
of one of the trains struck a station 
platform, crushing part of it. 

Service was suspended in both 
directions on the Ronkonkoma 
and Huntington/Port Jefferson 
branches. 

Passenger April Frazier, 31, of 
Brooklyn, was heading to Man¬ 
hattan’s Penn Station. 

“I was sitting on the left side 
and all of a sudden the train real¬ 
ly started rocking hard,” Frazier 
told Newsday. “Flames flared up 
on my side. I heard the conductor 
yell ‘Brake, brake!’ That’s when I 
saw the flames.” 

Tuesday night’s crash was the 
fifth incident at the crossing in 
the last 40 years, and the second 
involving a train hitting a vehicle, 
according to federal safety data. 
In the others, a person walking or 
standing on the tracks was hit by 
a train. 
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Ash loggers race against beetle infestation 



Michael Hill/AP 


Tom Gerow, a general manager at The Wagner Companies, inspects ash logs at the company’s mill in 
Owego, N.Y. The emerald ash borer is decimating ash trees in dozens of states. 


By Michael Hill 

Associated. Press 

WALTON, N.Y. — Loggers in 
snowy forests are cutting down 
ash like there’s no tomorrow, 
seeking to stay one step ahead of 
a fast-spreading beetle killing the 
tree in dozens of states. 

The emerald ash borer has 
been chewing its way through 
trees from Maine to Colorado for 
about two decades, devastating a 
species prized for yielding a light¬ 
grained hardwood attractive 
enough for furniture and resilient 
enough for baseball bats. 

Many hard-hit areas are east of 
the Mississippi River and north 
of the Mason-Dixon Line. Some 
fear areas in the invasion zone 
like upstate New York might have 
only five to seven years of ash log¬ 
ging left. 

“Emerald ash borer is probably 
the most thorough killing ma¬ 
chine that we’ve come across in 
my career over the last 35 years,” 
said Tom Gerow, general man¬ 
ager for The Wagner Companies, 
which specializes in furniture- 
grade lumber. 

Wagner is sawing ash at its mills 
at about double the rateit used to. 
And out in the woods, there’s often 


no reason to follow the common 
practice of leaving trees behind to 
regenerate the forest. 

The beetle was first discovered 
stateside in 2002 in Michigan and 
has since destroyed tens of mil¬ 
lions of ash trees in more than 30 


states. It might have unwittingly 
been bought over from Asia in 
shipping pallets. No one knows 
for sure. But it’s clear that the em¬ 
erald ash borer kills almost every 
tree it attacks, from thick-cano¬ 
pied suburban shade trees to tall 


pockets of ash in the woods. 

Females lay eggs on ash bark 
and larval beetles bore looping 
tunnels just beneath, cutting the 
flow of trees’ nutrients and water. 
At the Wagner mill in Owego, 
N.Y., squiggly scars from a lar¬ 


val tunnel were partially exposed 
on a stacked log where the bark 
came off. The wood inside is still 
good for lumber, but the mark¬ 
ings show the tree was on bor¬ 
rowed time. 

Ash trees being cut down by a 
crew recently on a snowy hillside 
in Walton, west of the Catskill 
Mountains, still looked good. The 
thick trees shot straight up for 
dozens of feet before branching 
out. One freshly felled tree almost 
knee-high in diameter revealed a 
roughly 80-ring cross section that 
looked blonde and healthy. 

Farther south, the situation 
is dire. In Maryland, exporter 
Mark Lipschitz said he can barely 
source ash anymore from south¬ 
ern Pennsylvania and Maryland. 

“I have a standing order with 
my sawmill guys,” said Lipschitz, 
owner of Nina Co. “I just tell them, 
‘I will take every stick of ash that 
you can supply.’” 

There are no signs that the em¬ 
erald ash borer will stop spread¬ 
ing anytime soon, with even states 
in the Northwest on guard. 

Some see ash following the fate 
of the American chestnut, a once- 
prolific tree that was decimated 
by blight more than a century 
ago. 


California: Immigration 
facilities lack oversight 



Rick Bowmer/AP 

Republican state senator Jerry Stevenson is the sponsor of a bill that 
would allow Utah to do away with low-alcohol beers. 


Changes brewing in Utah 


By Paul Elias 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO—Detainees 
confined to federal immigration 
detention facilities in California 
have inadequate access to health 
care, lawyers and family, state 
Attorney General Xavier Becerra 
said Tuesday. 

Becerra was discussing the 
findings of a 147-page report pre¬ 
pared by his office that also found 
that detainees face long periods 
of confinement without breaks 
and language barriers in the 10 
detention facilities state authori¬ 
ties inspected in 2017. 

Becerra said the annual report 
released Tuesday is the first of 
10 that the state Legislature re¬ 
quires of the California Depart¬ 
ment of Justice, which is tasked 
with inspecting all federal immi¬ 
gration detention facilities in the 
state. That law was one of three 
immigration-related “sanctuary 
state” bills passed in 2017 that 
the Trump administration unsuc¬ 
cessfully challenged in court. 

Inspectors spent one day on 
scheduled visits at 10 facilities in 
operation in 2017. ICE contracted 
with four for-profit prison com¬ 
panies and six county sheriffs to 
house and care for the inmates. 

Since then and amid growing 
protests, sheriffs in Sacramento 
and Contra Costa counties ter¬ 
minated their contracts with ICE 
to house federal immigration in¬ 
mates in the local jails. A third 
facility near Bakersfield is also 
facing closure after the city of 


The safety, 
rights and health 
of detainees in 
ICE’s care are 
of paramount 
concern. f 

Lori Haley 

ICE spokeswoman 


McFarland told ICE it would not 
renew its contract. 

Becerra said many of the prob¬ 
lems are caused by inadequate 
federal oversight. He said a com¬ 
mon “challenge” inspectors found 
at most facilities included confin¬ 
ing inmates to their cells for up 
to 22 hours a day. He noted that 
most of the detainees are not ac¬ 
cused of crimes and are awaiting 
court decisions on their immigra¬ 
tion status. 

ICE spokeswoman Lori Haley 
said the private prison compa¬ 
nies and county jails that house 
detainees “must meet rigorous 
performance standards.” 

“The safety, rights and health 
of detainees in ICE’s care are of 
paramount concern, and all ICE 
detention facilities are subject to 
stringent, regular inspections,” 
Haley said. 

The attorney general’s report 
estimated that 74,000 immigrant 
detainees have been held in Cali¬ 
fornia detention centers over a 
three-year period ending in 2017. 


Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — Utah 
lawmakers moved closer Tuesday 
to adopting alcohol levels for beer 
that are in line with most produc¬ 
tion-line brews sold around the 
country, despite opposition from 
the influential Mormon church. 

The state Senate overwhelm¬ 
ing passed the measure to raise 
low-alcohol limits Tuesday, 
though it’s expected to face more 
opposition at the state House of 
Representatives. 

“We still have a ways to go,” 
said Kate Bradshaw, a lobbyist 
with the Responsible Beer Choice 
Coalition, a group of manufactur¬ 
ers, distributers and sellers who 
support the change. 

The proposal would increase 


the alcohol limit from 3.2 percent 
to 4.8 percent by weight, which 
would allow most standard beers 
to be sold in the state. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints has expressed 
concern that the increase is too 
high. Most lawmakers are mem¬ 
bers of the faith that teaches ab¬ 
stinence from alcohol, and church 
positions can hold outsized sway. 

Many local microbreweries 
also oppose the change. 

Still, supporters have included 
businesses like Wal-Mart, and the 
change overwhelmingly passed 
the state Senate. 

Republican sponsor Sen. Jerry 
Stevenson has argued the bill 
is about commerce rather than 
alcohol. 


Big buyer of 
Girl Scouts 
cookies faces 
drug charges 

Associated Press 

GREENVILLE, S.C. — A 
South Carolina man who bought 
more than 120 boxes of Girl 
Scouts cookies to help the Scouts 
escape the cold has been arrested 
on drug charges. 

News outlets reported the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Agency said 
Detric Lee McGowan, 46, was 
arrested Tuesday on charges in¬ 
cluding conspiracy to distribute 
fentanyl and cocaine. The agency 
said McGowan is the same man 
who appeared in a photo that 
garnered thousands of views and 
shares online. 

Kayla Dillard had shared the 
photo on Facebook, saying the 
man paid $540 in cash for all 
the girls’ cookies so they could 
escape the cold outside a store 
near Greenville, S.C. She said she 
didn’t get the man’s name. 

An indictment issued last week 
said McGowan, also known as 
“Fat,” is one of several suspects 
in an ongoing drug investigation. 
It said he and 10 other people 
conspired to import drugs from 
Mexico in late 2018. The U.S. 
Attorney’s Office says authorities 
are still searching for one of the 
suspects. 

McGowan was being held at a 
Spartanburg County detention 
center. It’s unclear if he has a 
lawyer. 
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Pakistan says 2 
Indian warplanes 
downed in Kashmir 



Nariman El-Mofty/AP 


Policemen stand guard in front of a damaged train inside Ramsis train station in Cairo on Wednesday 
after at least 25 people were reportedly killed and dozens injured in a railcar crash and explosion. 

Locomotive crashes, burns 
at Cairo’s main train station 


By Roshan Mughal 
and Aijaz Hussain 
Associated. Press 

MUZAFARABAD, Pakistan — 
Pakistan’s military said Wednes¬ 
day it shot down two Indian 
warplanes in the disputed region 
of Kashmir and captured a pilot, 
raising tensions between the nu¬ 
clear-armed rivals to a level un¬ 
seen in the last two decades. 

India acknowledged one of its 
air force planes was “lost” in skir¬ 
mishes with Pakistan and that its 
pilot was “missing in action” on a 
chaotic day which also saw mor¬ 
tar shells fired by Indian troops 
from across the frontier dividing 
the two sectors of Kashmir kill 
six civilians and wound several 
others. A helicopter crash in the 
region also killed six Indian air 
force officials and a civilian on 
the ground. 

Pakistan responded by shutting 
down its civilian airspace as Prime 
Minister Imran Khan called for 
negotiations with his Indian coun¬ 
terpart, Narendra Modi, to ensure 
“better sense can prevail.” 

“Let’s sit together to talk to find 
a solution,” Khan said. 

There was no immediate reac¬ 
tion from Modi. 

The aircraft went down 
Wednesday morning in Kashmir, 
a mountainous region claimed by 
both India and Pakistan since al¬ 
most immediately after their cre¬ 
ation in 1947. One of the downed 
planes crashed in Pakistan’s part 
of Kashmir while the other went 
down in an Indian-controlled 
section of the Himalayan region, 
Pakistani army spokesman Maj. 
Gen. Asif Ghafoor said. 

Pakistani troops on the ground 
captured an Indian pilot, he later 


said, after earlier saying it cap¬ 
tured two. He did not explain 
what caused the confusion. 

The pilot was injured and was 
being treated at a military hospi¬ 
tal, Ghafoor said. He did not elab¬ 
orate beyond saying the pilots 
were being “treated well” and 
made no mention of them being 
returned to India. 

“We have no intention of escala¬ 
tion, but are fully prepared to do 
so if forced into that paradigm,” 
he added. 

India’s External Affairs Minis¬ 
try spokesman, Raveesh Kumar, 
said one of its MiG-21 fighter air¬ 
craft was missing. He said India 
was still “ascertaining” whether 
its pilot was in Pakistan’s custo¬ 
dy. He said one Pakistani aircraft 
was shot down, something Paki¬ 
stan denied. 

Meanwhile, Indian police said 
officials recovered seven bodies 
from the wreckage of an Indian 
Air Force chopper that crashed 
in an Indian-controlled sector of 
Kashmir, which included six In¬ 
dian airmen and a civilian on the 
ground. They gave no cause for 
the crash. 

Senior police officer Munir 
Ahmed Khan said the chop¬ 
per crashed close to an airport 
Wednesday in the Budgam area, 
in the outskirts of the region’s 
main city of Srinagar. The Srina¬ 
gar airport, which has been shut 
along with two other airports for 
civilian flights in the region, is 
also an air force station. 

Eyewitnesses said soldiers 
fired in the air to keep residents 
away from the crash site. 

Hours later, Pakistan’s Civil 
Aviation Authority said it shut 
Pakistani airspace to all commer¬ 
cial flights on Wednesday. 


By Maggie Michael 

Associated Press 

CAIRO — A locomotive 
crashed into a barrier at Cairo’s 
main train station at high speed 
Wednesday, causing its fuel tank 
to explode and triggering a huge 
fire, leaving at least 25 people 
dead, officials said. 

Railway officials said the sin¬ 
gle railcar was traveling too fast 
when it collided head-on with the 
barrier. At least 47 people were 
also injured. 

The explosion and fire blasted 
through people on the platform 
in the busy Ramses Station in 
downtown Cairo. A surveillance 
video showed the moment of im¬ 
pact when the car barreled past 
men and women walking by who 
are then engulfed in flames and 
smoke. Charred bodies lay on the 


platform, and a man in flames 
ran down a staircase in panic, ac¬ 
cording to other photos and vid¬ 
eos posted on social media. 

There was no immediate word 
on whether the crash was the re¬ 
sult of a terrorist act. However, 
one railway official said it was too 
early to rule it out. He spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to brief the 
media. 

Ashraf Momtaz, a general rail¬ 
way inspector, told The Associat¬ 
ed Press that there were several 
scenarios for what happened and 
one was that someone could have 
set the rail car on high speed, 
then jumped. 

It was not immediately clear if 
the locomotive had a driver at the 
time of the crash, Momtaz said. 

“The railcar takes time to 


(gather) speed so there is a chance 
that someone set it on full speed 
before leaving,” he said, adding 
that investigators are considering 
all scenarios. 

“There are records that show 
which driver is in which railcar,” 
he said. In general, he said, the 
accident signals “negligence from 
the driver and supervisors.” 

Ambulances rushed to the 
scene and firefighters struggled 
to get the flames under control. 

Egypt General Prosecutor 
Nabil Sadek ordered an extensive 
investigation and sent a team of 
investigators to the station. 

Egyptian Prime Minister Mus¬ 
tafa Madbouli said authorities 
must determine “who caused the 
accident and hold that person ac¬ 
countable.” He promised “harsh 
punishment” for the culprits. 


Nigerian president re-elected; opponent vows challenge 



Ben Curtis/AP 


Young supporters of Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari 
celebrate his electoral win in the streets of Kano, northern Nigeria, 
on Wednesday. 


Associated Press 

ABUJA, Nigeria — Nigeria’s 
president was declared the clear 
winner of a second term in Af¬ 
rica’s largest democracy early 
Wednesday after a campaign in 
which he urged voters to give him 
another chance to tackle gaping 
corruption, widespread insecuri¬ 
ty and an economy limping back 
from a rare recession. 

While many frustrated Nigeri¬ 
ans had said they wanted to give 
someone new a try, President 
Muhammadu Buhari, a former 
military dictator, profited from 
his upright reputation in an oil- 
rich nation weary of politicians 
enriching themselves instead of 
the people. 

Top opposition candidate Atiku 
Abubakar, a billionaire former 
vice president who made sweep¬ 


ing campaign promises to “make 
Nigeria work again,” quickly re¬ 
jected the result of what he called 
a “sham election” and said he 
would challenge it in court. 

As many Nigerians awakened 
to the win along with the morning 
prayer, Buhari told colleagues he 
was “deeply humbled.” He re¬ 
gretted the loss of dozens of lives 
in election-related violence. 

“I will like to make a special 
appeal to my supporters not to 
gloat or humiliate the opposition. 
Victory is enough reward for your 
efforts,” he said. 

The president pledged that 
his administration will inten¬ 
sify its efforts in security, eco¬ 
nomic restructuring and fighting 
corruption. 

“We will strive to strengthen 
our unity and inclusiveness so 
that no section or group will feel 


left behind or left out,” he said. 

In a statement shared by aides, 
challenger Abubakar said he 
would have conceded “within sec¬ 
onds” if the vote had been free and 
fair. Instead he alleged “manifest 
and premeditated malpractices” 
in many of Nigeria’s 36 states. 

He asserted that voting was sup¬ 
pressed in his strongholds in the 
south and that states threatened 
by an extremist insurgency gener¬ 
ated “much higher voter turnouts” 
than in peaceful ones. He also ob¬ 
jected to the deployment of the 
military in some areas. 

One domestic election observ¬ 
er, the Civic Media Lab, noted 
that “contrary to normal reason¬ 
ing” the state most affected by 
extremist attacks, Borno, saw a 
13 percent increase in voter turn¬ 
out, citing electoral commission 
data. 
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20 tons of chickens 
burn in highway fire 

A ATLANTA — Around 
20 tons of chicken were 
roasted on a highway near Atlanta 
when a tractor-trailer caught fire. 

The Georgia Department of 
Transportation announced on 
Twitter that all southbound lanes 
on Interstate 285 in Cobb County 
reopened just before 7 a.m. Tues¬ 
day, around three hours after the 
fire started. 

The truck’s driver, Micesh 
Kamal, told WSB-TV that the 
chicken was bound for Califor¬ 
nia from Georgia. He pulled over 
when he saw smoke and opened 
the back of the truck to find 
flames in every direction. 

Zoo elephant dies 
after confrontation 

P ■ MIAMI — Officials at a 
™ L Florida zoo said an Af¬ 
rican elephant died shortly after 
a confrontation with another 
elephant. 

Zoo Miami posted on Facebook 
that the 50-year-old female, Cita, 
died Friday evening. 

Officials said Cita was suf¬ 
fering from a variety of age-re¬ 
lated issues that contributed to 
her inability to stand after being 
knocked down by the other el¬ 
ephant and eventually led to her 
death from a suspected thrown 
blood clot. 

Experts say elephants are so¬ 
cial animals with strict hierar¬ 
chies. Confrontations to reinforce 
an individual’s status are not 
uncommon. 

Ex-letter carrier pleads 
guilty to mail theft 

| it NEW ORLEANS — A 
former letter carrier 
in New Orleans nabbed by U.S. 
Postal Service agents in an in¬ 
vestigation involving marked 
cash and trackable gift cards has 
pleaded guilty to theft. 

The plea agreement for Court¬ 
ney Duplessis, 30, says she could 
get up to five years in prison. 
She pleaded guilty last week to 
one count of mail theft, with six 
charges to be dropped. 

Complaints about delivery on 
Duplessis’ route led to last year’s 
probe. Investigators used gift 
cards and marked cash in “test” 
mail. One mailing included a 
device that alerted agents when 
it was opened, leading them to 
observe her buying a meal with 
marked cash. 

NYC Citi Bike found 
covered in barnacles 

|Uy NEW YORK —A New 
Iri 1 York City resident said 
he found a Citi Bike covered in 
barnacles while he was trying to 
grab a bike for a ride. 

Ted Geoghegan said he raced 
over to the bike rack by his house 
to grab the bike that was listed 
there Saturday. WNBC-TV re¬ 
ported the bike he found was 
completely rusted over and cov¬ 
ered in barnacles. 

The bike was docked on 73rd 
Street and Riverside Drive. 
Geoghegan said the bike looked 
like it had just been fished out of 


THE CENSUS 


The number of dead coyotes discovered behind a subdivision in Charlotte, N.C., that a wildlife officer thinks were 
M brought from a different location after a hunt. North Carolina wildlife enforcement officer Sampson Parker said Monday 

M the carcasses were piled in a heap on the ground next to a ditch that leads to a stream in Charlotte. Two residents found 

m them Feb. 21 on the site of an old wastewater treatment plant. The city bought the property and locked it up. Mecklen¬ 

burg County workers said there is no evidence the carcasses affected the water. 




Pierside attraction 

Spectators view the cruiser USS Lake Champlain anchored off the Malibu Pier in Malibu, Calif., on Sunday. 


the river. 

Citi Bike said the bike has been 
removed from circulation. 


Police: Teen in stolen 
car in 40-mile chase 


Court allows music 
festival at speedway 

|y U CONCORD — The 
irl II state Supreme Court 
has affirmed that the New Hamp¬ 
shire Motor Speedway can hold a 
planned country music festival on 
its grounds, rejecting concerns 
about potential noise raised by 
people who live near the track. 

The neighbors cited a 1989 
agreement that prohibits the 
Loudon track from hosting con¬ 
certs that aren’t tied to rac¬ 
ing events. But a judge in 2018 
found that property bought after 
1989 and zoned for concerts and 
outdoor events isn’t part of the 
agreement. 

The Supreme Court affirmed 
that ruling on Feb. 21 and the de¬ 
cision was released Monday. 

Loudon officials granted per¬ 
mission for the three-day concert 
to be held later this year. The 
plans were approved after the 
speedway learned it was losing 
the September top-tier NASCAR 
race to Las Vegas. 


■Ml Jt MALDEN — Authori- 
IYIM ties said a 17-year-old 
who doesn’t have a driver’s li¬ 
cense led police on a more than 
40-mile chase in a stolen car. 

Massachusetts State Police said 
a woman flagged down a trooper 
around 12:15 a.m. Monday and 
said her car had been stolen in 
Malden. 

Police located the car, but the 
driver took off. Police said the 
teen drove erratically at high 
speeds, eventually crossing into 
New Hampshire. Officers con¬ 
tinued to pursue the car, which 
crashed while trying to exit a 
highway. Police said the teen fled 
on foot before being captured. 

He was taken to the hospital for 
evaluation. Police said he’ll face 
charges including failure to stop 
for police. 

Police cars rammed, 
deputy hurt in chase 


IMIN MOORHEAD — A 
IVI30-year-old Fargo 
man is in custody following a 


chase in the metro area in which 
he allegedly rammed squad cars 
and injured an officer. 

Authorities said the suspect fled 
in a stolen vehicle when officers 
responded to a burglary call in 
the West Fargo area about 1 a.m. 
Monday. The chase went through 
Fargo and across the Minnesota 
border into Moorhead and Dil- 
worth and back into Moorhead, 
where the man was arrested. 

Clay County Sheriff Mark 
Empting told KFGO radio the 
suspect intentionally rammed 
two squad vehicles during the 
pursuit, injuring a deputy. Empt¬ 
ing said the deputy was treated at 
a Fargo hospital and released. 

University to allow 
dogs in residence hall 

DA PHILADELPHIA — 
■ Philadelphia’s La Salle 

University says it will let students 
keep dogs as pets in a college res¬ 
idence hall starting this fall. 

The idea grew from a twice-an- 
nual event where faculty and staff 
are encouraged to bring their pets 
to work to mingle with the student 
body. Philly.com reported schools 
locally and nationally — includ¬ 


ing La Salle — already allow dogs 
and other pets if they are required 
for therapeutic reasons or if they 
are service animals. 

La Salle will allow dogs in St. 
George Hall, a 55-bed upper¬ 
classmen residence hall with 
single and double rooms. Room¬ 
mates must agree to a dog and 
pets can be walked around cam¬ 
pus on a leash. 

Change would allow 
Sunday liquor sales 

M Q GREENWOOD — A 
I w I city in the Mississippi 
Delta could decide whether to 
allow restaurants to sell liquor on 
Sundays. 

The Greenwood Common¬ 
wealth reported that Greenwood 
Mayor Carolyn McAdams is urg¬ 
ing the City Council to consider 
the change. Under a current city 
ordinance, restaurants may sell 
beer but not liquor on Sundays. 

The proposed changes would 
affect only restaurants with liquor 
licenses and would not change 
the ban on package store sales of 
alcohol on Sundays. 

From wire reports 
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FACES 



Taylor Jewell, Invision/AP 


From left: Wade Robson, “Leaving Neverland” director Dan Reed and James Safechuck promote the documentary Jan. 24 at the 
Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah. Michael Jackson accusers Robson and Safechuck say that the Sundance Film Festival 
is first time they’ve ever felt public support for their allegations that the King of Pop molested them when they were children. 


‘Finding’ fallout 

Personal challenges beset Michael Jackson 
accusers as documentary goes mainstream 


By Amy Kaufman 
Los Angeles Times 

They’d told their stories before, first in 
the quiet confines of therapists’ offices, 
then explicitly in court documents. 

But Wade Robson and James Safechuck 
never felt truly heard until they stood in 
front of a crowd applauding them at the 
Sundance Film Festival in late January. 
After the premiere of “Leaving Never¬ 
land,” the four-hour docu-series in which 
both men allege they suffered years of 
sexual abuse at the hands of Michael 
Jackson when they were boys, hundreds 
of festivalgoers rose to their feet to ap¬ 
plaud the film’s subjects. 

“It’s strange to hear people clap,” said 
Safechuck, 40. 

“Yeah, you kind of don’t know what 
to do with it at first,” added Robson, 36. 
“There’s a lot of release happening for me. 
There’s been a lot of tears. There’s tired¬ 
ness. But this is a sea change moment for 
me in this healing journey and in trying 
to be heard. And it’s happened, and that’s 
incredible.” 

Only a clutch of Jackson fans had turned 
up at Sundance to protest the docu-series, 
which will begin its two-night HBO run 
stateside on March 3. But online, his le¬ 
gion of supporters were already begin¬ 
ning what Reed described as a “fatwa,” 
launching websites and Twitter threads 
to lay out why they believe Robson and 
Safechuck are liars. 

Even before the festival, Jackson’s es¬ 
tate slammed “Leaving Neverland” as 
“yet another lurid production in an outra¬ 
geous and pathetic attempt to exploit and 
cash in on Michael Jackson.” In the fol¬ 
lowing weeks, the estate has only ramped 
up its defense, releasing a 10-page letter 
slamming HBO for airing the project. 

But HBO is not wavering, and the criti¬ 
cal reaction to “Leaving Neverland” was 
so strong that the network briefly ex¬ 
plored an awards-qualifying theatrical 
run. A motion picture academy rule bar¬ 
ring “multi-part” documentaries from 
consideration — adopted after the docu- 
series “O.J.: Made in America” won the 
Oscar in 2017 — meant that wasn’t to be. 


Still, the exposure on HBO is sure to 
ignite fierce debates. The main argument 
against Safechuck and Robson’s credibili¬ 
ty centers on the fact that both men previ¬ 
ously testified on Jackson’s behalf in child 
sex abuse cases brought against him by 
other boys. In 1993, when Robson was 11 
and Safechuck just a few years older, both 
said they told investigators that Jackson 
had never been sexually inappropriate 
with them. At 22, Robson reiterated that 
position again under oath in 2005, sub¬ 
sequently sitting for numerous television 
interviews in which he spoke positively 
about Jackson. 

As “Leaving Neverland” details, both 
men now say they were under immense 
pressure from Jackson and his lawyers to 
keep quiet. 

Robson says he was sexually abused by 
Jackson from age 7, shortly after he won a 
1987 Australian competition in which he 
mimicked the performer’s dancing. Safe¬ 
chuck, who met Jackson that same year 
on the set of a Pepsi commercial, says 
Jackson started molesting him when he 
was 10 years old. 

Robson and Safechuck crossed paths a 
couple of times as boys — once on the set 
of Jackson’s 1991 music video, “Jam,” and 
another time at the singer’s Neverland 
Ranch, where he had organized a week¬ 
end with the filmmaker Robert Wise. But 
they never knew each other well. 

In 2013, when Robson filed a lawsuit 
against Jackson’s estate and companies 
claiming the singer had sexually abused 
him as a boy, Safechuck felt seen. In the 
docu-series, he describes how Robson’s 
legal efforts inspired him to speak out and 
begin his own legal battle in 2014. 

Safechuck was desperate to connect 
with Robson over what court documents 
revealed to be shared childhood trauma. 
But due to their respective lawsuits, they 
had to keep their distance. The men were 
allowed to meet for a lawyer-supervised 
lunch about five years ago, though they 
could barely share any details about their 
boyhood experiences with Jackson. 

“The first thing we did was just hug 
each other for, like, five minutes,” Robson 
remembered. 



Amos Pictures, IMDb/TNS 


Michael Jackson and Wade Robson in 
“Leaving Neverland.” 

Director Dan Reed first approached 
the men about “Leaving Neverland” in 
2016, after the filmmaker learned about 
their lawsuits. Both men’s mothers and 
wives are also interviewed in the film, as 
are Robson’s siblings and even his grand¬ 
mother. No representatives for Jackson — 
who was never convicted of sexual abuse 
— were included in the film. 

Robson said he believes it’s been dif¬ 
ficult for people to think Jackson could 
have been a pedophile because of his 
level of stardom, which made him almost 
inhuman. 

“People put him on some sort of ped¬ 
estal that was just seemingly invincible,” 
he said. “And in my experience with him, 
he had some good qualities about him. He 
had some real levels of kindness and com¬ 
passion about him. And then at the same 
time, a real twisted, sick urge and lack of 
any capability to stop himself from doing 
these horrible things to myself and James 
and I believe many other kids.” 

“I think, for us, instead of looking for 
people to mute Michael or whatever — I 
think it’s more of presenting an opportu¬ 
nity for people to reevaluate who they con¬ 
sider their idols,” said Safechuck. “Who 
do we assign to look up to? Because you 
can write an amazing song doesn’t mean 
you should be people’s moral compass.” 

Safechuck said he’s trying to set 
“healthy expectations” for the release of 
“Leaving Neverland” in order to protect 
himself from any further backlash. 

“I think the act of being heard is an 
accomplishment,” he said. “And if good 
comes of that for other people, that’s an 
accomplishment. And that’s it.” 


German arena 
cancels April 
R. Kelly concert 

From wire services 

A German concert arena canceled its 
contract Tuesday with the organizer of an 
R. Kelly tour, days after the R&B star was 
charged in the United States with sexually 
abusing four people, including three un¬ 
derage girls, dating back to 1998. 

“Regarding the new and objective facts, 
we have decided to cancel the contract,” 
Ratiopharm Arena in Neu-Ulm wrote on 
its Facebook page. The operators of the 
arena had already removed advertise¬ 
ments for an April 12 concert from Face- 
book on Monday. 

The operator of the Sporthalle Hamburg 
arena, where another German concert is 
planned for April 14, said Tuesday that 
they were still pressing Kelly’s tour orga¬ 
nizer in Germany to cancel the concert as 
they had been doing even before Kelly was 
officially charged. 

Rotten Tomatoes discontinues 
public reviews pre-release 

The review aggregator Rotten Toma¬ 
toes is no longer allowing the public to post 
reviews of a movie prior to its theatrical 
release. The move is partly to push back 
against the influence of online trolls. 

The company said Tuesday that it is one 
of a series of changes, including making 
the “want to see” score a raw number in¬ 
stead of a percentage. 

Previously, anyone could leave written 
comments or reviews for a movie before its 
release. Occasionally this would result in 
an onslaught of negativity from people who 
had yet to see a film. 

This function will now only be open once 
a movie hits theaters. Eventually, Rotten 
Tomatoes says, audience reviews will be 
synced up with verified ticket purchases. 

Other news 

■ Philip Pullman’s next novel will bring 
us an older and more independent Lyra 
Silvertongue, his longtime literary hero¬ 
ine. “The Secret Commonwealth” will be 
published Oct. 3 in the U.S. and the U.K. by 
imprints of Penguin Random House. The 
novel is the second of Pullman’s “Book of 
Dust” series and is set 20 years after the 
first volume, “La Belle Sauvage.” 

■ The son of slain rapper XXXTen- 
tacion was born Jan. 26 at a South Florida 
hospital. The baby’s 20-year-old mother, 
Jenesis Sanchez, tells Miami television 
station WPLG that she named the boy 
Gekyume, which the rapper made up be¬ 
fore he was fatally shot June 18 during an 
apparent robbery near Fort Lauderdale. 
She says the name means a “different state 
or next universe of thought.” 

■ Janet Jackson is heading to Las Vegas. 
The singer announced on Tuesday that she 
will launch her first residency there this 
summer. Titled “Metamorphosis,” the 15 
dates will take place at the Park Theater at 
Park MGM, beginning May 17. 

■ Mexican director Alejandro Gonzales 
Inarritu will preside over the jury at the 
Cannes Film Festival in May. Inarritu is 
the first Mexican to be given the honor. 

■ Former first daughter Jenna Bush 
Hager will be permanently taking on co¬ 
hosting duties of the fourth hour of the 
“Today Show” along with Hoda Kotb. 

■ Jeraldine Saunders, whose book 
“Love Boats” about romance and adven¬ 
ture aboard a cruise ship inspired the long- 
running prime time comedy-drama “The 
Love Boat,” has died of complications from 
kidney stone surgery. She was 96. 
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OPINION 

Shanahan could succeed - if he serves all of us 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
n the days after he resigned as sec¬ 
retary of defense in December, Jim 
Mattis told people he hoped to be suc¬ 
ceeded by Pat Shanahan, his deputy. 
Shanahan has remained in limbo since 
the beginning of the year as acting secre¬ 
tary, perhaps trying to convince President 
Donald Trump’s critics that he will be in¬ 
dependent, the way Mattis was, while si¬ 
multaneously reassuring the White House 
that he won’t. 

Trump appears almost ready to name 
Shanahan permanently. Newt Gingrich, 
one of Trump’s confidants, told me approv¬ 
ingly this week: “Shanahan is probably the 
best manager to be secretary of defense 
we’ve seen in many years. He has a deep 
understanding about how we need to re¬ 
think big systems to be able to compete.” 

But who is Shanahan? What strengths 
and weaknesses would he bring to the 
government’s second-toughest job, after 
commander in chief? Shanahan has never 
served in the military, has been in govern¬ 
ment just 19 months and, despite 31 years 
as a successful engineer at Boeing, was 
never chief executive there or anywhere 
else. 

Two basic conclusions about Shanahan 
emerged from a dozen interviews about 
him with Pentagon insiders over the past 
month. Internally, he may be precisely 
what the Pentagon needs — a tough man¬ 
ager who’s prepared to break some rice 
bowls to reform what the military buys 
and spends, and drag it fully into the 21st 
century. 

“I’m used to being directive. I’m relent¬ 


less,” Shanahan told me in an interview 
this month. The Pentagon needs that tough 
management style. 

But Shanahan’s prospects are murkier 
as an external manager, dealing with the 
White House and key foreign allies and 
adversaries. The questions are especially 
important when it comes to his ability to 
challenge Trump. 

Mattis, a legendary former Marine gen¬ 
eral, saw part of his job as talking Trump 
out of ill-formed impulses. Shanahan can’t 
call on the same gravitas. His eagerness 
to show public loyalty to Trump on issues 
such as border security and Syria could 
limit his ability to push back against his 
boss in private. 

Hard-nosed management is essential at 
the Pentagon. Defense weapons systems 
and employee benefits are far too expen¬ 
sive, and the gargantuan Pentagon budget 
masks what’s often gross misuse of money 
that prevents spending on technologies to 
counter Russia and China. 

Shanahan says he understands the prob¬ 
lem and is trying to fix it. Some examples 
gathered by members of his staff: 

•Readiness. Shanahan decided to focus 
on aviation maintenance, something he 
knew about from Boeing. He found that 
the “mission-capable rate” for Navy P-8 
submarine chasers, adapted from 737s, is 
65 percent or less. Rates for some fighter 
jets are even lower. 

Readiness rates like that would be in¬ 
conceivable at Boeing or a commercial 
airline, so Shanahan demanded change. 
Last summer, over protest from the mili¬ 
tary, Mattis set the target mission-capable 
rate at 80 percent — still too low, but a big 
improvement. 

■Bureaucratic overhead. The Penta¬ 


gon’s costs are high partly because it in¬ 
sists on doing so many things in-house. Six 
of the top 10 entities doing business with 
the Pentagon are defense agencies. 

Shanahan pressed Chief Management 
Officer John H. Gibson, the Pentagon’s No. 
3 official, to combine or eliminate regula¬ 
tions for procurement, performance and 
financial operations. Gibson didn’t deliver 
what Shanahan wanted, and he was forced 
to resign in November. 

■2020 budget. Shanahan’s biggest test 
yet will be the budget for the fiscal year 
that begins in October. Plans call for buy¬ 
ing two new aircraft carriers, a vastly ex¬ 
pensive purchase of what critics say are 
vulnerable platforms. Shanahan opposed 
buying the carriers but settled for a com¬ 
promise: The Navy will shelve plans to 
rehab one of its mid-life carriers, poten¬ 
tially saving as much as $4 billion. 

■ Space. Shanahan found a way to meld 
Trump’s passionate desire to create a Space 
Force with the equally fervent desire of the 
Air Force and its congressional allies to 
strangle this offspring. He reassured both 
sides: The Space Force will be contained 
within the Air Force Department, much as 
the Marine Corps is part of the Navy. But 
there will be a new Space Development 
Agency to give an independent prod to ac¬ 
quisition of advanced technology. 

Shanahan’s gift is clearly his ability to 
straddle. But he would make a mistake if 
he thought he was playing to an audience of 
one. The president’s support is important 
for any Cabinet official, but the secretary 
of defense has a crucial role in reassuring 
allies, managing the military and deter¬ 
ring adversaries. If Shanahan is seen as 
Trump’s yes man, he loses his clout. 


Does a universal draft make sense for our security? 


By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
ast week, a district court judge 
ruled that it is unconstitutional for 
only men to have to register with 
the Selective Service, opening the 
possibility that women might also have to 
register. 

The ruling may be fair in principle, but 
does it make sense? Would a universal 
draft best serve the security of the United 
States? Or would it be yet another exercise 
in asserting equality of the sexes to ad¬ 
vance primarily social, not military, goals? 

I should qualify all this by noting that 
the military always wants more bodies at 
its disposal — and high-ranking Pentagon 
women have long lobbied for full inclusion 
at every level of military engagement in 
part because, without combat experience, 
women couldn’t compete with men for the 
highest military rankings. 

Yet when now-retired Gen. Ann Dun- 
woody became the first female four-star 
officer in 2008, the combat exclusion of 
women was still in place. Although Dun- 
woody’s service was extraordinary, in¬ 
cluding being the first female battalion 
commander in the Army’s 82nd Airborne 
Division, she, like most military women, 
never engaged in direct ground combat, 
as defined by the Department of Defense. 
More on this shortly. 

U.S. District Judge Gray Miller’s ruling 
seems to make sense in a fair-is-fair kind 
of way. But fair isn’t always absolutely fair, 
and, as Dickens wrote, the law is still an 
ass. For a better understanding of what’s 
at stake, it would be constructive to review 
the history of the draft. At this juncture, 
meanwhile, nothing has changed. The gov¬ 
ernment probably will appeal the decision 
and then, likely, the Supreme Court will 
take a stab. 


This entire debate isn’t 
really about military 
preparedness but is 
about social engineering 
— changing the way 
people perceive things so 
that they can be arranged 
according to the designs 
of a relatively very few. 


It seems improbable in light of prece¬ 
dent that the high court would find against 
Miller. The Texas judge specifically men¬ 
tioned Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 1996 
opinion in the United States v. Virginia, 
in which she concluded that excluding 
women from Virginia Military Institute 
violated the Equal Protection Clause of the 
Constitution. 

Yet earlier, in 1981’s Rostkerv. Goldberg, 
the Supreme Court affirmed the constitu¬ 
tionality of excluding women from the Se¬ 
lective Service System’s male-only policy. 
Noting that the purpose of the registry was 
to allow the government to raise a combat 
army — and given that women weren’t 
then allowed in combat — the court wrote 
that the two sexes “are simply not similar¬ 
ly situated for purposes of a draft or regis¬ 
tration for a draft.” Thus, constitutionality 
wasn’t an issue. 

Much has changed since the 20th cen¬ 
tury, at least culturally, and the question 
is whether Rostker would still stand given 
those changes. For one thing, since 2015, 
all military jobs have been opened to 
women, including direct combat. 

No sane person has ever argued that 


women aren’t as brave as men or that they 
lack any other qualities or values neces¬ 
sary to military success. But in discussing 
women’s expanding military roles, we re¬ 
turn to the question of what ground combat 
really means. As the Defense Department 
defined it in 1994, it means “engaging an 
enemy on the ground ... while being ex¬ 
posed to hostile fire and to a high prob¬ 
ability of direct physical contact with the 
hostile force’s personnel.” 

What changed in 2015? Nothing — ex¬ 
cept the definition of combat, which the 
Pentagon altered so that civilians could 
pretend that this is not a travesty. It took 
only a generation or so for the culture to be 
manipulated into believing that women are 
equal to men not just under the law but in 
every conceivable way. This is, of course, 
a purely political abstraction with existen¬ 
tial consequences. 

Moreover, this entire debate isn’t really 
about military preparedness but is about 
social engineering — changing the way 
people perceive things so that they can be 
arranged according to the designs of a rel¬ 
atively very few. What’s missing from all 
such cultural arrangements is a full appre¬ 
ciation of human nature, which remains 
essentially the same through most of time. 
Progressives will twist themselves into bal¬ 
loon poodles trying to codify gender differ¬ 
ences, but heaven forbid we should speak 
of sex differences, not to mention cultural 
adaptations to better ensure survival of the 
species. 

Maybe no 18-year-old American 
“woman” will ever be conscripted or or¬ 
dered to fight men mano a mano, but it 
seems more than a possibility at this point. 
I’m going to go out on a limb and simply 
say that a civilized nation doesn’t put its 
women in combat where they have an un¬ 
equal ability to survive. 

How’s that for your equality equation? 
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A federal appeals court has blessed AT&T’s takeover of Time Warner, saying the $81 billion merger 
won’t harm consumers or competition in the booming pay TV market. 


Court OKs $ 81 B merger 


Says AT&T’s takeover of Time 

By Marcy Gordon and Tali Arbel 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A federal appeals court on 
Tuesday cleared AT&T’s takeover of Time Warner, 
rejecting the Trump administration’s claims that 
the $81 billion deal will harm consumers and re¬ 
duce competition in the TV industry. 

The ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals in Wash¬ 
ington came in the high-stakes competition case, 
approving one of the biggest media marriages ever. 
It was already completed last spring, soon after a 
federal trial judge approved it. 

AT&T, a wireless carrier and TV and home inter¬ 
net provider, absorbed Time Warner, the owner of 
CNN, HBO, the Warner Bros, movie studio, “Game 
of Thrones,” sports programming and other shows. 


Warner won’t harm consumers 

Many observers had expected the decision favor¬ 
able to AT&T from the three-judge appeals court 
panel. The decision was unanimous to uphold the 
trial judge’s June ruling. 

Opposing the merger forced the Justice Depart¬ 
ment to argue against standing legal doctrine that 
favors mergers among companies that don’t com¬ 
pete directly with each other, what’s known as a 
vertical merger. 

The U.S. antitrust lawsuit against Dallas-based 
AT&T marked the first time in decades that the gov¬ 
ernment has challenged that doctrine by suing to 
block a vertical merger. 

The ruling dealt a mgjor setback to the Trump 
Justice Department. The department said it won’t 
appeal the ruling. 


Brick by brick, Lego 
rebounds from 2017 


Associated Press 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark — 
For Lego, the pieces are coming 
back together. 

The Danish toy maker said 
Wednesday its revenue rose 4 per¬ 
cent last year to $5.5 billion after 
a tough 2017. Net profit increased 
3.5 percent to $1.2 billion. 

Growth was in the “strong dou¬ 
ble-digits” in China and “in the 
low-single digits” in the United 
States and western Europe. 

CEO Niels B. Christiansen said 
the privately held company has 
been recovering from a slump 
in 2017, when sales fell for the 
first time since 2004 from record 
highs. He said the company had 
reached its goal “to stabilize the 
business.” 

Lego had “delivered modest 
top- and bottom-line growth,” 
Christiansen said. 

“We are especially encouraged 
by our progress given the chal¬ 
lenges facing the toy industry and 
the departure of specialist retail¬ 
ers such as Toys ’R Us” that went 
under last year, said Christiansen. 
“These shifts gave us the oppor¬ 
tunity to strengthen our partner¬ 
ships with retailers and find new 
ways to connect with shoppers 
and consumers across digital and 


MARKET WATCH 


Feb. 26, 2019 


Dow Jones 
industrials 


-33.97 

26,057.98 


Nasdaq -5.16 

composite 7,549.30 


Standard & -2.21 

Poor’s 500 2,793.90 


Russell 

2000 


-11.33 

1,577.48 


physical channels. 

“We also grew market share in 
our largest markets around the 
world, bucking industry trends,” 
he added. 

The company, based in Billund, 
Denmark, said it was planning to 
open 80 stores in 18 Chinese cit¬ 
ies in 2019, starting with a new 
flagship store in Beijing which 
opened Feb. 22. It would also fur¬ 
ther expand its presence in the 
Middle East and countries with a 
growing middle class. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 28).$1.1685 

Dollar buys (Feb. 28)..€0.8558 

British pound (Feb. 28).$1.37 

Japanese yen (Feb. 28).108.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 28).1,089.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3323 

Canada (Dollar).1.3144 

China (Yuan).6.6849 

Denmark (Krone).6.5548 

Egypt (Pound).17.5170 

Euro.$1.1382/0.8786 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8496 

Hungary (Forint).278.05 

Israel (Shekel).3.6226 

Japan (Yen).110.82 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3037 

Norway (Krone).8.5334 

Philippines (Peso).51.81 

Poland (Zloty).3.79 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7493 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3481 

South Korea (Won).1,119.72 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9988 

Thailand (Baht).31.42 

Turkey (Lira).5.3039 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Earring site 
5 Smack 
8 Blog entry 

12 Regrettably 

13 Fuss 

14 “May It Be” 
singer 

15 Dealer’s foe 

16 Moving-day 
rental 

17 Aviation prefix 

18 Energetic person 
20 Galley supply 
22 Strikers’ queue 
26 Manhandled 

29 Chemical suffix 

30 Hobbyist’s abbr. 

31 Rue the run 

32 German 
conjunction 

33 Lavish party 


DOWN 

1 Crow’s-nest cry 

2 Skin care brand 

3 Hoedown site 

4 Jailbreak 
participant 

5 Mayhem 

6 Greek mountain 

7 Ad nauseam 

8 Oyster’s prize 

9 Biased 

10 Aleppo’s land 
(Abbr.) 

11 Eastern “way” 
19 Central 

21 Consumed 
23 Monarchs 


24 Evening, in an ad 

25 Peepers 

26 Bygone days 

27 Exotic berry 

28 “So what?” 

32 Chimney pipes 

33 Maker of 
ornate eggs 

35 Gents 

36 Coloration 

38 Shoelace woes 

39 Secret 
rendezvous 

42 Dread 

43 Send forth 

44 Portrayal 

45 “Terrif!” 

46 Lawyers’ gp. 

48 Altar 

constellation 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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36 Devil’s domain 
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37 Playgoer’s 
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40 Writer Quindlen 
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41 Short jacket 
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45 Gambling game 
47 Jay follower 

49 San —, Italy 

50 Help a crook 

51 Hosp. sections 

52 Author Sheehy 
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S I TUPSTRAIGHT 


I P O T A T 


I B R A D S 


Tkig wag no accident. 

Me Wag poisoned, poggitly ty 
your opponents’ mageot, 


BlZARRO.COM 
FadeVook.<:om/BizarroCovn.ic;£ 

Qgpi? BizAKa?srupias 



CRYPTOQUIP 

MUYUJJUE EK IGQR MU 

PQIMTJK Q WTRPS UD GQJAK, 

DGQM DHBS. ZKB, EK’GG WK 

PQMPSHRA BUYK JQZB. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF ELMER FUDD IS 
BEING HEAVILY TEASED BY BUGS BUNNY, HE 
MIGHT BE HAVING A BAD HARE DAY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals F 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


STARS^STRI PES. 

CLASSIFIED 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising 

Circulation 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583. 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


Reader Letters letters@stripes.ci 


Classifiedsl 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 


buy sight unseen and havi 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 


(different breeds) for 


Automotive 


140 Travel 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


1000 Tax Assistance 


"Winter in Garmisch!" 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


i - Quality Pre-owned 


_H&R BLOCK 8 

\ 

'tm 

Germanv H&R BlockTax 

Offices Get face-to-face tax help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 I 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


Visit Stripes.com for details. || SlARSl^STRIPES. 


Sell Your Stuff! 



Take the fuss out 
of packing up for 
your next PCS —sell 
everything with 
Stripes free classifieds! 

STARStQfSTRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America’s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


ies.com su] 


STRIPES. 


Mobile • Online • Print 
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Whether you are searching for the best Sunday brunch in 
Okinawa or a family friendly get away in Germany, one of 
your FREE publications will help you embrace your new 
home so you can live your new adventure to the fullest. 


STARS^STRIPES 

stripes.com/special-publications 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Signed INF 
Hanley Ramirez to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Announced 
the retirement of infield coach Bobby 
Knoop. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Signed INF Logan 
Forsythe to a minor league contract. 

National League 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Agreed to 
terms with 3B Nolan Arenado on an 
eight-year contract. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Mike Mikolas to a four- 
year contract from 2020-23. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL - Suspended Dallas DE Randy 
Gregory indefinitely for violating the 
league’s substance-abuse policy. 

CHICAGO BEARS — Agreed to terms 
with G Kyle Long on a restructured con- 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Placed the 
franchise tag on PK Robbie Gould. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Recalled D Kur¬ 
ds MacDermid from Ontario (AHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Recalled 
D Filip Pyrochta from Atlanta (ECHL) to 
Milwaukee (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled F Sam¬ 
my Blais from San Antonio (AHL) under 
emergency conditions. 

OLYMPIC SPORTS 

USADA — Announced American 
weightlifter Cheyenne Schenk accepted 
a six-month suspension for an anti-dop¬ 
ing rule violation. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

DC UNITED - Signed F Dante Sealy 
and loaned him to North Texas (USL). 

NEW YORK CITY FC - Traded the right 
of first refusal to D Saad Abdul-Salaam 
to Seattle for targeted allocation money. 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS - Released D 
Jordan McCrary. Signed D Saad Abdul- 
Salaam. 

National Women’s Soccer League 

ORLANDO PRIDE - Traded M Christine 
Nairn to Houston for a 2019 international 
roster spot and 2020 third- and fourth- 
round draft picks. 

COLLEGE 

EMORY & HENRY - Announced the 
resignation of men’s basketball coach 
David Willson. 

NEBRASKA — Named Tony Tuioti de¬ 
fensive line coach. 


College baseball 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Lafayette at Rider, ppd., weather 
Sacred Heart at Fordham, ppd., weather 
St. Mary’s (Md.) 13-4, McDaniel 11-3 
Wagner at Rutgers, ccd., weather 

SOUTH 

Augusta 14, Coker 6 

Barton 5, Catawba 2 

Clemson 14, ETSU 3 

Duke 5, Richmond 2 

Florida 5, Jacksonville 4,10 innings 

Florida St. at South Florida, ccd., rain 

George Mason 4, Longwood 3 

Georgetown (Ky.) 9, Marian (Ind.) 2 

Georgia Tech 7, Georgia St. 3 

High Point 6, N.C. Central 4 

Hiwassee 11, Goshen 3 

Indiana St. 8, W. Carolina 4 

James Madison 5, VMI 4 

LIU Brooklyn 1, Georgia 0 

Maryland 4, VCU 3 

Mercer 16, Florida A&M 3 

Mississippi 12, UT Martin 6 

Morehead St. 5, Charlotte 3 

North Carolina 4, UNC Wilmington 3 

Pikeville at Milligan, 2, ccd. 

Point Park 6, Mount Vernon Nazarene 1 
Siena at Stetson, ccd., weather 


AP sportlight 


Mexican Open 

At The Princess Mundo Imperial 
Acapulco, Mexico 

Purse: Men, $1.78 million (ATP500) 
Women, $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

John Isner (3), United States, def. Adri¬ 
an Mannarino, France, 6-3, 4-6, 6-3. 

Diego Schwartzman (4), Argentina, 
def. Marius Copil, Romania, 6-3, 4-6, 6-1. 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Yoshihito 
Nishioka, Japan, 6-2, 2-6, 6-2. 

Nick Kyrgios, Australia, def. Andreas 
Seppi, Italy, 6-3, 7-5. 

Sam Querrey, United States, def. Tay¬ 
lor Fritz, United States, 6-3, 6-2. 

Alexander Zverev (2), Germany, def. 
Alexei Popyrin, Australia, 6-3,6-3. 

Alex de Minaur (5), Australia, def. 
Nicolas Jarry, Chile, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (2). 

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Mischa 
Zverev, Germany, 6-3, 6-3. 

Mackenzie McDonald, United States, 
def. Emilio Nava, United States, 6-1,6-3. 

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, def. Dusan La- 
jovic, Serbia, 6-7 (3), 6-2, 7-5. 

David Ferrer, Spain, def. Tennys Sand- 
gren, United States, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3). 
Women 
First Round 

Sloane Stephens (1), United States, 
def. Pauline Parmentier, France, 6-2, 6-2. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu (4), Romania, def. 
Daria Gavrilova, Australia, 6-4,6-2. 

Tatjana Maria, Germany, def. Martina 
Trevisan, Italy, 6-2, 7-6 (1). 

Johanna Konta (8), Britain, def. Laura 
Siegemund, Germany, 6-3, 6-2. 

Timea Babos, Hungary, def. Dalila Jak- 
upovic, Slovenia, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4. 

Christina McHale, United States, def. 
Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, 6-3, 1-6, 
6-2. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Dani¬ 
elle Collins (2), United States, 6-1, 6-2. 

Zheng Saisai (7), China, def. Renata 
Zarazua, Mexico, 3-6, 7-5, 6-4. 

Bianca Andreescu, Canada, def. Jil Tei- 
chmann, Switzerland, 6-1, 6-3. 

Varvara Flink, Russia, def. Amanda 
Anisimova, United States, 3-4, retired. 

Sofia Kenin (5), United States, def. Re¬ 
becca Peterson, Sweden, 4-3, retired. 


Men 
First Round 

Robert Lindstedt, Sweden, and Fran¬ 
ces Tiafoe, United States, def. Jamie 
Murray, Britain, and Bruno Soares (1), 
Brazil, 6-2, 7-6 (4). 

First Round 

Sharon Fichman, Canada, and Maria 
Sanchez, United States, def. Victoria Ro¬ 
driguez and Ana Sofia Sanchez, Mexico, 


Brazil Open 


Feb. 24 

1960 — Bill Cleary’s four goals lead the 
United States to a 9-1 victory over West 
Germany in the hockey championship 
round of the Winter Olympics in Squaw 
Valley, Calif. 

1967 - Wilt Chamberlain of Phila¬ 
delphia shoots 18-for-18 from the field 
against the Baltimore Bullets, an NBA 
record for field goals in a game without 


tinez, Spain, 6-1, 6-2. 

Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, def. Fac- 
undo Bagnis, Argentina, 6-1,6-3. 

Thiago Seyboth Wild, Brazil, def. Elias 
Ymer, Sweden, 6-3,4-6, 6-2. 

Casper Ruud, Norway, def. Thiago 
Monteiro, Brazil, 6-3, 6-4. 


At Ginasio do Ibirapuera 
Sao Paulo 

Purse: $550,145 (ATP250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Jaume Munar (6), Spain, def. Pedro 
Sakamoto, Brazil, 6-3, 6-2. 

Juan Ignacio Londero (7), Argentina, 
def. Paolo Lorenzi, Italy, 7-6 (3), 6-1. 

Hugo Dellien, Bolivia, def. Pedro Mar- 


First Round 

Maxi Martererand Andreas Mies, Ger¬ 
many, def. Igor Marcondes and Rafael 
Matos, Brazil, 6-7 (11), 0-6, 10-6. 

Roman Jebavy, Czech Republic, and 
Andres Molteni, Argentina, def. Roberto 
Carballes Baena, Spain, and Malek Jaziri, 
Tunisia, 6-0, 6-3. 

Thomaz Bellucci and Rogerio Dutra 
Silva, Brazil, def. Leonardo Mayer, Argen¬ 
tina, and Joao Sousa (2), Portugal, 6-7 
(3), 7-6 (4), 12-10. 

Federico Delbonis and Maximo Gonza¬ 
lez, Argentina, def. David Marrero, Spain, 
and Philipp Oswald, Austria, 6-4, 6-4. 

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, and Horacio 
Zeballos (1), Argentina, def. Marcelo 
Demoliner, Brazil, and Frederik Nielsen, 
Denmark, 7-5, 6-4. 

Marcelo Arevalo, El Salvador, and 
Jamie Cerretani, United States, def. Ro- 
main Arneodo, Monaco, and Hugo Nys, 
France, 7-5, 6-4. 

Dubai Championship 

Tuesday 

At Dubai Tennis Stadium 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $2.74 million (ATP500) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Ricardas Berankis, Lithuania, def. 
Daniil Medvedev (8), Russia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Egor Gerasimov, Belarus, def. Robin 
Haase, Netherlands, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (5). 

Denis Kudla, United States, def. Mat- 
teo Berrettini, Italy, 2-6, 7-5, 7-5. 

Marcos Baghdatis, Cyprus, def. Mo- 
hamed Safwat, Egypt, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Hubert Hurkacz, Poland, def. Corentin 
Moutet, France, 6-3, 7-5. 

Kei Nishikori (1), Japan, def. Benoit 
Paire, France, 6-4, 6-3. 

Tomas Berdych, Czech Republic, def. 
Ilya Ivashka, Belarus, 6-4, 4-6, 7-6 (4). 

Gael Monfils, France, def. Marin Cilic 

(3) , Croatia, 6-3, 4-6, 6-0. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (5), Greece, def. 
Matthew Ebden, Australia, 6-4,3-6, 6-3. 

Borna Coric (6), Croatia, def. Jiri Vese- 
ly, Czech Republic, 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (4). 

Doubles 
First Round 

Oliver Marach, Austria, and Mate 
Pavic (1), Croatia, def. Ivan Dodig, Croa¬ 
tia, and Damir Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herze- 
govina, 6-3, 7-5. 

Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and 
Horia Tecau, Romania, def. Jurgen Mel- 
zer, Austria, and Nenad Zimonjic, Serbia, 
6-3, 6-4. 

Rajeev Ram, India, and Joe Salisbury 

(4) , Britain, def. Karen Khachanov and 
Daniil Medvedev, Russia, 6-2, 6-1. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, and 
Fernando Verdasco, Spain, def. Robin 
Haase and Matwe Middelkoop, Nether¬ 
lands, 5-7, 6-3, 10-4. 

Ben McLachlan, Japan, and Jan-Len- 
nard Struff, Germany, def. Dominic In- 
glot, Britain, and Franko Skugor, Croatia, 
6-2,6-2. 

Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan and Purav 
Raja, India, def. Henri Kontinen, Finland, 
and John Peers (3), Australia, 0-6, 6-4, 
10-8. 


South Alabama at LSU, ppd., weather 
Talladega 5, Faulkner 3 
Tennessee 7, Liberty 1 
Vanderbilt 11, SE Missouri 3 
Virginia Tech 8, Radford 7 
William & Mary 9, Virginia 3 
Wofford 14, UNC Asheville 2 
Xavier 5, Louisville 4,10 innings 
MIDWEST 

Alice Lloyd 1, Cincinnati Christian 0 
Indiana 7, Cincinnati 1 
Indiana Southeast 12, William Penn 1 
Ohio Christian at Harris-Stowe, 2, ccd. 

SOUTHWEST 
Arkansas St. 4, MVSU 2 
Baylor 10, Dallas Baptist 4 
Houston at Lamar, ppd., weather 
Louisiana Tech 5, Little Rock 3,12 innings 
Oklahoma Wesleyan at Oklahoma 
City, ppd. 

Oral Roberts at Oklahoma St., ppd. 
Texas-Arlington 2, Abilene Christian 0 
Texas Tech 7, New Mexico St. 0 

FAR WEST 

Sacramento St. at UC Davis, ppd., 
weather 

San Francisco at Stanford, ppd., weather 
San Jose St. 7, Saint Mary’s 3 
Utah 16, UNLV 7 


in a 126-112 victory over the Houston 
Rockets. 

1980 — The United States hockey team 
wins the gold medal with a 4-2 victory 
over Finland at the Winter Olympics in 
Lake Placid, N.Y. 

1985 — Jim Kelly of the Houston Gam¬ 
blers passes for a USFL-record 574 yards 
and five touchdowns in a 34-33 come¬ 
back-win over the Los Angeles Express. 
Kelly completes 35 of 54 passes, includ¬ 
ing three for touchdowns in the final 10 
minutes. 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Providence 5, UConn 2 

FAR WEST 

Denver 1, Colorado College 0 


Pro football 


AAF 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 

Orlando 3 0 0 1.000 98 52 

Birmingham 3 0 0 1.000 66 21 

Memphis 0 3 0 .000 35 67 

Atlanta 0 3 0 .000 30 92 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pet PF PA 
San Diego 2 1 0 .667 61 38 

Arizona 2 1 0 .667 73 63 

San Antonio 1 2 0 .333 55 74 

Salt Lake 1 2 0 .333 54 65 

Saturday’s games 
Salt Lake 23, Arizona 15 
Orlando 21, Memphis 17 
Sunday’s games 
Birmingham 28, Atlanta 12 
San Diego 31, San Antonio 11 
Saturday, March 2 
San Diego at Memphis 
Orlando at Salt Lake 

Sunday, March 3 
San Antonio at Birmingham 
Atlanta at Arizona 


College basketball 


USA Today Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 25, points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Baylor (31) 26-1 775 1 

2. UConn 25-2 740 2 

3. Louisville 25-2 703 4 

4. Notre Dame 26-3 682 4 

5. Mississippi State 25-2 645 6 

6. Oregon 25-3 625 3 

7. Stanford 23-4 573 7 

8. Oregon State 23-5 559 8 

9. Maryland 25-3 542 9 

10. N.C. State 24-3 473 12 

11. Iowa 22-6 417 10 

12. Marquette 23-5 403 11 

13. Kentucky 23-5 392 17 

14. Gonzaga 25-3 355 16 

15. Miami 23-6 345 14 

15. South Carolina 20-7 345 13 

17. Syracuse 20-7 244 18 

18. Texas A&M 21-6 216 22 

19. Texas 21-7 208 19 

20. Arizona State 18-8 175 15 

21. Florida State 21-6 174 20 

22. Iowa State 20-7 160 21 

23. Drake 21-5 117 24 

24. DePaul 21-7 49 - 

25. South Dakota 24-4 38 23 

Others receiving votes: Rice 37, UCLA 

24, Missouri 11, UCT 11, Rutgers 8, Michi¬ 
gan State 7, South Dakota State 6, Utah 5, 
James Madison 3, New Mexico 3, Texas- 
Arlington 3, Boise State 1, BYU 1. 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Pace 73, St. Rose 67 
Princeton 68, Penn 53 

SOUTH 

Barton 74, Limestone 64 
Charleston Southern 66, Gardner- 
Webb 58 

Hampton 82, Presbyterian 68 
High Point 70, Longwood 47 
Liberty 68, Kennesaw St. 55 
Radford 45, UNC Asheville 44 
SC-Upstate 58, Winthrop 49 
MIDWEST 

Northwestern 69, Indiana 49 
UConn 84, Wichita St. 47 

SOUTHWEST 

Iowa St. 64, Texas Tech 62 
TOURNAMENT 
The CIAA 
First Round 

Claflin 69, Chowan 65 
Elizabeth City St. 65, Winston-Salem 49 
Lincoln (Pa.) 63, St. Augustine’s 52 
Livingstone 67, Virginia St. 63 

Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Buffalo 77, Akron 64 
Dayton 72, UMass 48 
Rhode Island 80, George Washington 53 
St. Rose 80, Pace 68 
West Virginia 104, TCU 96, 30T 
SOUTH 

Alabama 68, South Carolina 62 
Barton 86, Limestone 67 
Kentucky 70, Arkansas 66 
LSU 66, Texas A&M 55 
Liberty 76, Kennesaw St. 59 
Memphis 81, Temple 73 
Mississippi St. 68, Missouri 49 
North Alabama 69, Jacksonville 55 
North Carolina 93, Syracuse 85 
North Florida 77, Stetson 67 
VCU 71, Saint Louis 65 
Virginia Tech 77, Duke 72 
Wake Forest 76, Miami 75 


Pro baseball 


Spring training 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
W 

Seattle 3 

New York 2 

Boston 2 

Minnesota 3 

Los Angeles 3 

Kansas City 3 

Houston 2 

Baltimore 2 

Detroit 2 

Cleveland 1 

Chicago 1 

Oakland 1 

Tampa Bay 1 

Toronto 0 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
W 

Pittsburgh 3 

Philadelphia 3 

Arizona 3 

San Diego 3 

Los Angeles 3 

St. Louis 2 

Chicago 3 

Atlanta 2 

Colorado 2 

Miami 2 

Washington 2 

San Francisco 1 

Cincinnati 1 

Milwaukee 1 

New York 1 

Tuesday’s games 


NFL calendar 

Feb. 26-March 4 — NFL combine, India¬ 
napolis. 

March 13 — League year and free 
agency begin. 

March 24-27 — Annual owners meet¬ 
ing, Phoenix. 

April 25-27 - NFL Draft, Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Miami 3, Houston 0 
St. Louis 6, Washington 1 
Tampa Bay 11, Baltimore 5 
Atlanta 4, N.Y. Mets (ss) 3 
Minnesota 6, Pittsburgh 5 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Yankees, cancelled 
Boston at Toronto, cancelled 
Detroit 14, N.Y. Mets (ss) 4 
San Francisco 4, Cincinnati 3 
Arizona 5, Chicago Cubs 4 
Chicago White Sox 9, Kansas City (ss) 7 
San Diego 3, Milwaukee 1 


MIDWEST 

Cent. Michigan 77, E. Michigan 66 

Central Methodist 67, Mount Mercy 65 

Kent St. 78. Ohio 73 

Miami (Ohio) 82, Bowling Green 69 

N. Illinois 70, W. Michigan 65 

Ohio St. 90, Iowa 70 

Providence 73, Butler 67, OT 

Toledo 80, Balf St. 72 

FAR WEST 

San Jose St. 89, New Mexico 82 
Utah St. 70, San Diego St. 54 
Utah Valley 77, Seattle 68 

TOURNAMENT 

Cascade Conference Tournament 
Championship 

Coll, of Idaho 70, S. Oregon 55 

The CIAA 
First Round 

Elizabeth City St. 62, Winston-Salem 
61, OT 

St. Augustine’s 97, Lincoln (Pa.) 94 

Men’s schedule 

Thursday, Feb. 28 
EAST 

Robert Morris at Sacred Heart. 

Xavier at St. John’s 
CCSU at LIU Brooklyn 
Northeastern at Delaware 
St. Francis (Pa.) at Wagner 
Fairleigh Dickinson at Mount St. Mary’s 
WiMiam &^Mary at Towson 

Francis E 

SOUTH 

Mercer at VMI 
Winthrop at Hampton 
Texas State at Troy 
UALR at Georgia Southern 
Wofford at Chattanooga 
Arkansas St. at Georaia St. 
UNC-Greensboro at The Citadel 
Elon at James Madison 
Furman at Samford 
W. Kentucky at UAB 
Marshall at Louisiana Tech 
Austin Peay at E. Kentucky 
Murray St. at Morehead St. 

Coastal Carolina at Louisiana-Lafayette 
Texas-Arlington at South Alabama 
Appalachian St. at Louisiana-Monroe 
Belmont at UT Martin 
MIDWEST 

UConn at Wichita St. 

Nebraska at Michigan 
New Mexico St. at UMKC 

III.-Chicago at Oakland 
Rio Grande at Chicago St. 

N. Kentucky at Milwaukee 
IUPUI at Detroit 
Wright St. at Green Bay 
Tennessee Tech at SlU-Edwardsville 
North Dakota at Purdue Fort Wayne 
Tennessee St. at SE Missouri 
Jacksonville St. at E. Illinois 
Minnesota at Northwestern 
N. Dakota St. at South Dakota 
SOUTHWEST 
FAU at North Texas 
Old Dominion at UTSA 
Nebraska-Omaha at Oral Roberts 
Tulane at Tulsa 

FAR WEST 

Weber St. at N. Colorado 
Southern Cal at UCLA 
W. Illinois at Denver 
Arizona at Oregon St. 

Washington St. at Stanford 
Sacramento St. at E. Washington 
Seattle at California Baptist 
San Diego at San Francisco 
Cal Poly at Cal St.-Fullerton 
Long Beach St. at UC Santa Barbara 
Portland St. at Idaho 
Portland at Saint Mary’s (Cal) 

Arizona St. at Oregon 
Gonzaga at Pacific 
Santa Clara at Loyola Marymount 
UC Irvine at UC Davis 
Washington at California 


L.A. Angels 17, Oakland 5 
Kansas City (ss) 8, L.A. Dodgers 2 
Cleveland 5, Colorado 3 
Texas 4, Seattle 4,10 innings 
Wednesday’s games 
Baltimore vs. Boston (ss) at Fort My¬ 
ers, Fla. 

Houston vs. Washington at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Toronto vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, Fla. 
N.Y. Yankees vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla. 
Atlanta vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla. 
Minnesota vs. Philadelphia at Clear¬ 
water, Fla. 

Boston (ss) vs. Tampa Bay at Port 
Charlotte, Fla. 

Miami vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lucie, Fla. 
Kansas City vs. San Francisco at Scott¬ 
sdale, Ariz. 

Cincinnati vs. Chicago White Sox at 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Cleveland (ss) vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 
L.A. Dodgers vs. Oakland at Mesa, Ariz. 
Chicago Cubs vs. Texas at Surprise, Ariz. 
Seattle vs. Cleveland (ss) at Goodyear, 

L.A. Angels vs. Colorado at Scottsdale, 
Ariz. 

Arizona vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz. 

MLB calendar 

March 20-21 — Opening series, Seattle 
vs. Oakland at Tokyo. 

March 28 — Opening day for other 
250 teams, active rosters reduced to 25 play- 


Monterrey, Mexico. 

May 4-5 — Houston vs. Los Angeles 
Angels at Monterrey, Mexico. 

June 3 — Amateur draft starts, Secau- 
cus, N.J. 

June 13 — Detroit vs. Kansas City at 
Omaha, Neb. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

June 19-20 — Owners meeting, New 
York. 
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Roster revamp: 
Wild go younger 


By Dave Campbell 

Associated. Press 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — The pa¬ 
tience Minnesota Wild general 
manager Paul Fenton exercised 
last summer during his first off¬ 
season in charge has yielded to a 
more aggressive approach. 

Fenton’s conclusion about the 
roster he inherited has become 
clear: The Wild needed to change 
their core of forwards before 
making some long-awaited ad¬ 
vances down the Stanley Cup 
championship-contending track. 

Over the last six weeks, Fen¬ 
ton has dealt Nino Niederreiter, 
Charlie Coyle and Mikael Gran- 
lund leading up to the NHL trade 
deadline that passed Monday and 
served notice that the reshaping 
process will likely resume once 
the season is over. 

Reaching the playoffs six 
straight times to match Anaheim 
for the longest active streak in the 
Western Conference has only pro¬ 
duced two series wins, and Coyle 
and Granlund were on all six of 
those teams. Niederreiter was on 
all but one. 

“That’s what I was brought 
here for, to make some changes,” 
Fenton said, later adding: “It has 
nothing to do with cap space or 
anything. It has to do with the tal¬ 
ent level and where we are.” 

Niederreiter, Coyle and Gran¬ 
lund, all of whom were drafted in 
the first round in 2010, were each 
shipped off at age 26, just entering 
their prime years, but they each 
fetched a forward in his early 20s. 
By average age at the start of the 
season, no team in the league was 
older than the Wild. 

“We were trying to get younger, 
faster and more skilled,” Fenton 
said, “and the last couple of ac¬ 
quisitions have done that.” 

Here’s the twist: The Wild are 
still in control of a postseason 
spot. They’re tied with Colorado 
for eighth place with 19 games 
remaining for each team, taking 
a three-game winning streak to 
Winnipeg for a matchup Tuesday 
with the Central Division leader. 

“I think that this team has the 
potential to make the playoffs,” 


Fenton said, “and if you make the 
playoffs, you never know.” 

Niederreiter was sent to Caro¬ 
lina on Jan. 17 for Victor Rask 
(age 25), who had only one goal 
and one assist in 10 games after 
the trade until suffering a lower- 
body injury that has kept him out 
of the last six games. Niederre¬ 
iter, meanwhile, has nine goals 
and six assists in 16 games for the 
Hurricanes. 

But on Wednesday, Coyle was 
swapped for Boston’s Ryan Do¬ 
nato (age 22), who has one goal 
and three assists in three games. 
Fenton said he noticed a “differ¬ 
ent energy” since that deal. Gran¬ 
lund went to Nashville for Kevin 
Fiala (age 22). The trades, plus 
the season-ending knee injury to 
captain Mikko Koivu, have ele¬ 
vated the roles of youngsters Joel 
Eriksson Ek, Jordan Greenway 
and Luke Kunin. 

Predators coach Peter Lavio- 
lette moved Fiala, who has 32 
points in 64 games, up one line 
the past two games to play with 
Filip Forsberg and Ryan Johan¬ 
sen. Fiala had two overtime goals 
in the playoffs before turning 21 
and scored five times in his first 
18 playoff games, but he broke 
his leg in a second-round game 
against St. Louis in 2017 when 
Nashville reached the Stanley 
Cup finals. Fiala followed up with 
a career-best season in 2017-18 
with 23 goals, 48 points, 13 power- 
play points and 80 games, but the 
11th overall pick in the 2014 draft 
is a dismal minus-11 this season 
with only 10 goals. 

Fenton drafted him as the as¬ 
sistant general manager for 
the Predators, however, and 
remained sold on his potential 
to provide the unique skill and 
speed on the rush that the Wild 
have been lacking. 

Fenton, who also reached a 
deal with center Eric Staal on a 
two-year extension after deciding 
not to trade him and his expir¬ 
ing contract, apologized for the 
timing of the Granlund deal. His 
fiancee went into labor Monday, 
expecting their first child. Gran¬ 
lund also had his 27th birthday 
Tuesday. 



Jim Mone/AP 


The Minnesota Wild reached a deal with center Eric Staal on a two- 
year extension after deciding not to trade him. 



Paul Vernon/AP 

The Columbus Blue Jackets decided to hold on to forward Artemi Panarin at the trade deadline, even 
though Panarin is expected to leave Columbus for a big free-agent payday after the season. 


Flurry of moves shows 
Jackets want to win now 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The Columbus Blue Jackets 
have made it clear they don’t want to wait any longer 
to make a serious Stanley Cup run. 

In a series of moves before Monday’s trade dead¬ 
line, the Blue Jackets dealt mostly draft picks and 
prospects for players who can contribute now, and 
also decided to hang on to a pair of pending free- 
agent superstars for a playoff run. 

The club added top-shelf guys who can contribute 
now, demonstrating how badly management wants 
to make a deep playoff push after the first-round 
knockouts of the past two seasons. They were by 
far the busiest Metropolitan Division team at the 
deadline. 

The big get was Ottawa star center Matt Duchene, 
for whom Columbus traded young forward Anthony 
Duclair, a couple of top prospects and future draft 
picks on Friday. On Saturday, Duchene’s Ottawa 
linemate Ryan Dzingel was acquired, and goalie 
Keith Kinkaid and tough-guy defenseman Adam 
McQuaid were picked up from New Jersey and the 
New York Rangers, respectively, just before the 
Monday deadline. 

“I think everyone senses they’re all in,” Dzingel 
said Monday. “I think the guys in here and me ap¬ 
preciate that, and so do the fans. So it’s going to be 
awesome.” 

General manager Jarmo Kekalainen also stood 
pat with elite forward Artemi Panarin and two-time 
Vezina Trophy-winning goalie Sergei Bobrovsky, 
both of whom likely will leave for big free-agent 
paydays after the season. Kekalainen said there 
were no serious trade offers for those players, and 
he acknowledged his preference to keep them, any¬ 
way, even though both have refused to sign contract 
extensions with the team. 

“People say we used picks and mortgaged our 
future,” Kekalainen said. “And if we traded Artemi 
Panarin for draft picks, [they’d] say ‘they don’t want 
to win now.’ So it’s just one of those things — you’re 
damned if you do and damned if you don’t. But every 
year is an opportunity to compete, and I feel we have 


Chris Seward/AP 

The Blue Jackets acquired tough guy Adam 
McQuaid, front, from the New York Rangers. 

a really good team and this gives us an opportunity 
to compete for the Stanley Cup.” 

The new-look Blue Jackets now will have six play¬ 
ers with 20 or more goals — the most in the league 
— distributed among the top three forward lines. 

The window has been thrown wide open. 

“We’re very balanced with four lines, deep, deep 
into every position,” Kekalainen said. “We have 
enough skill, we have enough scoring. I think we 
have some power-play skill added now with Duch¬ 
ene, a great faceoff man. So I think we have a lot of 
ingredients you need to compete.” 

Coach John Tortorella appeared to be in an (un¬ 
characteristically) ebullient mood on Monday, and 
that was before the McQuaid trade was announced. 

“Management has sent a message — we’re trying 
to get better,” he said. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


Atlantic Division 
“ OT Pts GF GA 

100 248 166 


63 48 

63 37 17 

62 38 20 

64 34 23 

63 29 26 

62 28 25 

64 23 32 

63 22 36 


83 189 160 
80 221 176 
75 196 186 
66 181 199 
15 197 211 
55 178 220 
49 189 235 


Metropolitan Division 

N.Y. Islanders 62 36 19 7 79 179 149 

Washington 64 36 21 7 79 220 205 

Carolina 63 34 23 6 74 187 171 

Pittsburgh 63 33 22 8 74 218 197 

Columbus 62 35 24 3 73 197 185 

Philadelphia 63 30 26 7 67 188 211 

N.Y. Rangers 62 27 26 9 63 183 207 

New Jersey 63 25 30 8 58 184 214 

Western Conference 

Central Division 
— - ' OT Pts GF GA 

" 79 196 173 


Nashville 
Winnipeg 
St. Louis 
Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 


66 37 24 
63 37 22 

63 34 23 

64 31 27 
63 31 27 
63 27 24 
63 26 - 


78 212 188 
74 184 172 
68 176 186 
67 158 166 
66 209 200 
61 211 236 


Pacific Division 

Calgary 63 40 16 7 87 228 181 

San Jose 64 37 19 8 82 229 201 

Vegas 64 33 26 5 71 189 182 

Arizona 63 30 28 5 65 168 180 

Vancouver 63 27 28 8 62 176 195 

Edmonton 62 26 29 7 59 173 205 

Anaheim 63 24 30 9 57 139 195 

Los Angeles 63 23 33 7 53 149 200 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Monday’s games 
Toronto 5, Buffalo 3 
New Jersey 2, Montreal 1 
Tampa Bay 4, Los Angeles 3, SO 
Nashville 3, Edmonton 2, SO 
Florida 4, Colorado 3, OT 
Vancouver 4, Anaheim 0 

Tuesday’s games 
Calgary 3, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Boston 4, San Jose 1 
Washington 7, Ottawa 2 
Carolina 6, Los Angeles 1 
Pittsburgh 5, Columbus 2 
Philadelphia 5, Buffalo 2 
Montreal 8, Detroit 1 
St. Louis 2, Nashville 0 
Minnesota 3, Winnipeg 2 
Arizona 4, Florida 3, SO 
Vegas 4, Dallas 1 

Wednesday’s games 
Edmonton at Toronto 
Calgary at New Jersey 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Rangers 
Vancouver at Colorado 
Chicago at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Toronto at N.Y. Islanders 
Philadelphia at Columbus 
Edmonton at Ottawa 
Tampa Bay at Boston 
Vancouver at Arizona 
Florida at Vegas 
Dallas at Los Angeles 

Friday’s games 
Pittsburgh at Buffalo 
Washington vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nas¬ 
sau Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Philadelphia at New Jersey 
Montreal at N.Y. Rangers 
St. Louis at Carolina 
Nashville at Winnipeg 
Vegas at Anaheim 
Colorado at San Jose 

Tuesday 

Hurricanes 6, Kings 1 

Los Angeles 0 0 1 — 1 

Carolina 2 4 0—6 

First Period— 1, Carolina, Hamilton 11 
(Maenalanen), 5:56. 2, Carolina, Aho 25 
(Teravainen), 11:15. 

Second Period— 3, Carolina, Ferland 
17 (Teravainen, Staal), 0:25. 4, Carolina, 
Slavin 6 (Hamilton, Wallmark), 2:19 (pp). 
5, Carolina, Teravainen 18 (Ferland, Sta¬ 
al), 14:01. 6, Carolina, Hamilton 12 (Staal, 
Teravainen), 14:41. 

Third Period— 7, Los Angeles, Brown 
14 (lafallo), 12:02. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 10-6-7— 
23. Carolina 7-13-14-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 1; Carolina 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Campbell 7-11- 
1 (14 shots-14 saves), Quick 11-17-5 (20- 
14). Carolina, Mrazek 15-12-3 (23-22). 

A-13,042 (18,680). T-2:26. 

Canadiens 8, Red Wings 1 

Montreal 1 5 2-8 

Detroit 0 10-1 

First Period— 1, Montreal, Tatar 22 
(Benn), 6:16. 

Second Period— 2, Montreal, Shaw 14 
(Domi, Drouin), 2:22. 3, Montreal, Galla¬ 
gher 27 (Danault, Petry), 11:19.4, Montre¬ 
al, Domi 21 (Drouin), 13:48. 5, Montreal, 
Armia 7 (Byron, Kotkaniemi), 16:09.6, De¬ 
troit, Mantha 16 (Green, Hronek), 18:16. 
7, Montreal, Shaw 15 (Domi), 19:17. 

Third Period— 8 , Montreal, Domi 22 
(Drouin, Folin), 2:42.9, Montreal, Shaw 16 
(Drouin, Domi), 17:27. 

Shots on Goal— Montreal 10-12-12—34. 
Detroit 5-14-10-29. 

Power-play opportunities— Montreal 
0 of 0; Detroit 0 of 5. 

Goalies- Montreal, Price 26-18-5 (29 
shots-28 saves). Detroit, Howard 17-17-5 
(22-16), Bernier 6-15-4 (12-10). 

A-18,845 (20,000). T-2:44. 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Bruins left wing Brad Marchand, left, raises his stick after scoring a 
goal against the San Jose Sharks on Tuesday in Boston. 


Flames 3, Islanders 1 

Calgary 0 1 2—3 

N.Y. Islanders 0 10-1 

Second Period —1, Calgary, Tkachuk 
25 (Monahan, Lindholm), 2:57 (pp). 2, 
N.Y. Islanders, Bailey 14 (Filppula, Ladd), 
7:39. 

Third Period— 3, Calgary, Backlund 17 
(Gaudreau, Lindholm), 3:15. 4, Calgary, 
Andersson 2 (Czarnik, Giordano), 5:12. 

Shots on Goal— Calgary 9-10-8—27. 
N.Y. Islanders 5-12-10-27. 

Power-play opportunities— Calgary 1 
of 5; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Calgary, Smith 19-11-2 (27 
shots-26 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Lehner 
19-10-5 (27-24). 

A-13,097 (16,234). T-2:27. 

Bruins 4, Sharks 1 

San Jose 1 0 0—1 

Boston 1 3 0—4 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Couture 23, 
12:47 (pp). 2, Boston, Krejci 15 (Krug, 
Marchand), 14:39 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Boston, McAvoy 
5 (Marchand, Heinen), 9:09. 4, Boston, 
DeBrusk 20 (Johansson, Krejci), 9:46. 5, 
Boston, Marchand 25 (Carlo, Bergeron), 
12:28 (sh). 

Shots on Goal— San Jose 8-4-8—20. 
Boston 16-8-8-32. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 1 
Of 3; Boston 1 of 4. 

Goalies— San Jose, Jones 29-13-5 (32 
shots-28 saves). Boston, Halak 17-9-4 
(20-19). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:28. 

Wild 3, Jets 2 

Minnesota 0 1 2—3 

Winnipeg 1 1 0—2 

First Period— 1, Winnipeg, Scheifele 31 
(Connor, Laine), 8:53 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Minnesota, Hunt 5 
(Staal, Donato), 11:50 (pp). 3, Winnipeg, 
Laine 29 (Wheeler, Chiarot), 12:04. 

Third Period— 4, Minnesota, Zucker 16 
(Staal, Donato), 18:33 (pp). 5, Minnesota, 
Eriksson Ek 6 (Parise, Brodin), 18:59. 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 12-14-14— 
40. Winnipeg 13-10-9—32. 

Power-play opportunities— M i n nesota 
2 of 2; Winnipeg 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 25-21-5 
(32 shots-30 saves). Winnipeg, Helle- 
buyck 27-18-2 (40-37). 

A-15,321 (15,321). T-2:21. 

Flyers 5, Sabres 2 

Buffalo 
Philadelphia 

First Period-:. _ 

lorn 12 (Patrick, Konecny), 2:48. 2, Phila 
delphia, Voracek 17 (Myers, Giroux), 7:52 
3, Buffalo, Eichel 22 (Dahlin, Skinner), 

12:08 (pp). 

Second Period— 4, Philadelphia, van 
Riemsdyk 17 (Hagg, Gudas), 15:13. 5, Buf¬ 
falo, Mittelstadt 9 (Rodrigues, Sheary), 
17:53. 

Third Period— 6 , Philadelphia, San- 
heim 6 (Couturier), 0:46. 7, Philadelphia, 
Giroux 19 (Raffl), 17:05. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 6-16-14-36. 
Philadelphia 19-11-15-45. 

Power-play opportunities— Buffalo 1 
of 3; Philadelphia 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Buffalo, Hutton 16-18-4 (44 
shots-40 saves). Philadelphia, Elliott 8- 
7-0 (36-34). 

A-18,466 (19,543). T-2:30. 

Blues 2, Predators 0 

Nashville 0 0 0-0 

St. Louis 0 0 2-2 

Third Period— 1, St. Louis, Bozak 10 (Pi- 
etrangelo, Tarasenko), 12:35. 2, St. Louis, 
Pietrangelo 10,19:56 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Nashville 10-4-5—19. 
St. Louis 15-9-20-44. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
0 of 2; St. Louis 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Nashville, Saros 14-8-2 (43 
shots-42 saves). St. Louis, Binnington 15- 
2-1(19-19). 

A—16,645 (19,150). T-2:19. 


1 1 0-2 
First Period— 1, Philadelphia, Lindb- 


Penguins 5, Blue Jackets 2 

Pittsburgh 2 1 2-5 

Columbus 0 2 0—2 

First Period-1, Pittsburgh, Guentzel 

29 (Crosby, Hornqvist), 13:45. 2, Pitts¬ 

burgh, McCann 12 (Cullen, Ruhwedel), 
18:22. 

Second Period— 3, Pittsburgh, Malkin 
20 (Kessel, Aston-Reese), 1:15. 4, Colum¬ 
bus, Bjorkstrand 12 (Harrington, Dzingel), 
4:55. 5, Columbus, Atkinson 35 (Panarin, 
Werenski), 7:09 (pp). 

Third Period— 6 , Pittsburgh, McCann 
13 (Simon, Schultz), 13:27. 7, Pittsburgh, 
Crosby 27 (Johnson), 19:55. 

Shots on Goal— Pittsburgh 8-12-7—27. 
Columbus 5-11-7—23. 

Power-play opportunities— Pittsburgh 
0 of 2; Columbus 1 Of 3. 

Goalies— Pittsburgh, Murray 19-10- 
2 (23 shots-21 saves). Columbus, Bo¬ 
brovsky 26-19-1 (26-22). 

A-18,776 (18,500). T-2:27. 

Capitals 7, Senators 2 

Ottawa 2 0 0-2 

Washington 2 4 1—7 

First Period —1, Ottawa, Lindberg 5 
(Paajarvi, Gibbons), 3:16. 2, Ottawa, Du- 
clair 12 (Ceci, Jaros), 7:10 (pp). 3, Wash¬ 
ington, Wilson 18 (Ovechkin, Kuznetsov), 
16:57. 4, Washington, Eller 8 (Connolly, 
Orlov), 17:50. 

Second Period— 5, Washington, Carl¬ 
son 10 (Backstrom), 2:38 (pp). 6, Wash¬ 
ington, Oshie 19 (Orpik, Backstrom), 
6:29. 7, Washington, Connolly 16 (Eller, 
Burakovsky), 9:05. 8, Washington, Oshie 
20 (Vrana, Orlov), 10:33. 

Third Period— 9, Washington, 

Kuznetsov 17 (Wilson, Ovechkin), 0:17. 

Shots on Goal— Ottawa 13-5-5-23. 
Washington 9-17-11-37. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 1 
of 1; Washington 1 of 1. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Anderson 14-20-3 
(13 shots-12 saves), Nilsson 10-16-1 (24- 
18). Washington, Holtby 22-16-4 (23-21). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:27. 

Coyotes 4, Panthers 3 (SO) 

Florida 0 1 2 0-3 

Arizona 0 2 1 0—4 

Arizona won shootout 3-1 

Second Period— 1, Arizona, Stepan 
12 (Archibald, Crouse), 8:15. 2, Florida, 
Hoffman 28 (Huberdeau, Ekblad), 14:44. 
3, Arizona, Ekman-Larsson 8 (Chychrun, 
Keller), 19:15 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Florida, McGinn 2 
(Sheahan, Brouwer), 5:46. 5, Florida, Bar¬ 
kov 26 (Brouwer), 8:15.6, Arizona, Stepan 
13, 13:31 (sh). 

Overtime— None. 

Shootout— Florida 1 (Huberdeau G, 
Barkov NG), Arizona 3 (Cousins G, Gal- 
chenyuk G, Hinostroza G). 

Shots on Goal— Florida 6-8-6-7-27. 
Arizona 9-12-13-6—40. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 0 
of 1; Arizona 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Florida, Reimer 13-11-5 (10 
shots-10 saves), Luongo 14-13-2 (30-27). 
Arizona, Kuemper 18-14-5 (27-24). 

A-11,912 (17,125). T—2:48. 

Golden Knights 4, Stars 1 

Dallas 1 0 0-1 

Vegas 0 1 3—4 

First Period— 1, Dallas, Hintz 4 (Radu- 
lov, Spezza), 11:13 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Vegas, Pacioretty 
19 (Stastny, Schmidt), 11:48 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, Vegas, Pacioretty 20, 
14:52. 4, Vegas, Schmidt 8 (Engelland, 
Smith), 17:58.5, Vegas, McNabb 3 (Stast¬ 
ny), 18:59. 

Shots on Goal— Dallas 14-9-1—24. Ve¬ 
gas 14-13-21-48. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 1 of 
2; Vegas 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Dallas, Bishop 19-14-2 (46 
shots-44 saves). Vegas, Fleury 30-19-5 
(24-23). 

A-18,261 (17,367). T-2:42. 


Roundup 

Capitals rally, 
rout Senators 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The reign¬ 
ing Stanley Cup champion 
Washington Capitals spotted the 
NHL-worst Ottawa Senators an 
early two-goal lead before turn¬ 
ing things around with the help 
of a pair of second-period scores 
from T.J. Oshie and winning 7-2 
Tuesday night. 

Oshie reached 20 goals in a 
season for the fourth time, while 
Evgeny Kuznetsov, Tom Wil¬ 
son, Lars Eller, John Carlson 
and Brett Connolly also scored. 
Braden Holtby made 21 saves as 
Washington won for the fourth 
time in five games. 

The Senators dropped their 
fifth straight and have lost seven 
of eight. They have the fewest 
points in the league and a ros¬ 
ter depleted by a trade deadline 
sell-off. 

The Senators jumped out to a 
2-0 lead in the first 7 minutes, 10 
seconds, with both scores coming 
courtesy of players that arrived in 
deals. Not just that, but the Sena¬ 
tors took the game’s initial nine 
shots; the hosts didn’t get one 
until the first period was more 
than 10 minutes old. 

Less than 3 V 2 minutes in, newly 
acquired Oscar Lindberg scored 
off a pass from Brian Gibbons. 
Ottawa doubled its lead on An¬ 
thony Duclair’s power-play goal. 
That gave the Senators twice as 
many goals as they had managed 
in their previous three games 
combined. 

Bruins 4, Sharks 1: Char¬ 
lie McAvoy and Jake DeBrusk 
scored 37 seconds apart in the 
second period and host Boston 
won for the eighth time in nine 
games. 

Flames 3, Islanders 1: Mikael 


Backlund and Rasmus Anders¬ 
son scored nearly three minutes 
apart in the third period and vis¬ 
iting Calgary won its season-high 
sixth straight game. 

Blues 2, Predators 0: Tyler 
Bozak broke a scoreless tie with 
7:25 left and Jordan Binnington 
earned his fifth shutout in two 
months as host St. Louis beat 
Nashville. 

Wild 3, Jets 2: Jason Zucker 
and Joel Eriksson Ek scored 26 
seconds apart late in the third pe¬ 
riod, and visiting Minnesota ral¬ 
lied past Winnipeg for its fourth 
straight win. 

Penguins 5, Blue Jackets 2: 

Jared McCann scored twice, Matt 
Murray made 21 saves and visit¬ 
ing Pittsburgh beat Columbus. 

Hurricanes 6, Kings 1: Dougie 
Hamilton had two goals and an 
assist and host Carolina topped 
Los Angeles for its third straight 
win. 

Flyers 5, Sabres 2: Jake Vo¬ 
racek, James van Riemsdyk and 
Claude Giroux scored as host 
Philadelphia kept its tenuous 
playoff hopes alive with a win 
over Buffalo. 

Canadiens 8, Red Wings 1: 

Andrew Shaw recorded his first 
career hat trick and Max Domi 
had two goals and three assists for 
a career-high five points in visit¬ 
ing Montreal’s rout of Detroit. 

Golden Knights 4, Stars 1: 
Max Pacioretty scored two goals, 
including the tiebreaker with 5:08 
remaining, to lift host Vegas over 
Dallas. 

Coyotes 4, Panthers 3 (SO): 

Vinnie Hinostroza scored the de¬ 
ciding goal in a shootout, Derek 
Stepan had two goals and host 
Arizona won its fourth straight 
game by beating Florida. 



Nick Wass/AP 


Capitals goaltender Braden Holtby looks for the puck during 
Tuesday’s game against the Ottawa Senators in Washington. 
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Arenado stays put 

Rockies agree to terms with 3B All-Star; 
source says new deal worth $260 million 



Rick Scuteri/AP 


Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado agreed to a $260 million, eight-year contract 
with the team on Tuesday, a person familiar with the negotiations told The Associated 
Press. The person spoke on condition of anonymity. 


By Pat Graham 

Associated Press 

DENVER — Nolan Arenado likes where 
he’s at and the direction the Colorado 
Rockies are headed. 

So he’s staying put. For possibly a long, 
long time. And for a chance to finish what 
this team has been brewing. 

The All-Star third baseman and Rockies 
agreed to an eight-year contract on Tues¬ 
day, and a person familiar with the nego¬ 
tiations told The Associated Press the deal 
is worth $260 million. The person spoke on 
condition of anonymity because the dollar 
value hasn’t been publicly announced. 

Arenado’s agreement includes a provi¬ 
sion that allows him to opt out after three 
years and become a free agent. 

Arenado’s $32.5 million average annual 
value is the second-highest in baseball his¬ 
tory behind the $34.42 million for pitcher 
Zack Greinke in a $206.5 million contract 
with Arizona that began in 2016. Arenado’s 
deal replaces a $26 million, one-year con¬ 
tract he agreed to Jan. 31. 

Arenado, who turns 28 on April 16, was 
on track to be eligible for free agency after 
this season. But there’s comfort in remain¬ 
ing at Coors Field, especially in these un¬ 
certain days of free agency that have seen 
Manny Machado unsigned until last week 


and Bryce Harper still searching for a 
team with exhibition games underway. 

That hasn’t been lost on Arenado, who 
recently said: “There are some really good 
baseball players out there, and it is crazy to 
think some of these teams don’t need them. 
They need them.” 

The Rockies are trending up after mak¬ 
ing the postseason in back-to-back seasons, 
a franchise first. Even more, they nearly 
captured the team’s first NL West title be¬ 
fore losing in a tiebreaker at Los Angeles 
in Game No. 163. The Rockies advanced by 
beating the Chicago Cubs in the NL wild¬ 
card game. They were swept by Milwau¬ 
kee in the Division Series after hitting .146 
against the Brewers and scoring in just one 
of 28 innings. 

New season. A new chapter for a team 
that’s been to the World Series just once 
— in 2007, when the Rockies were swept 
by Boston. 

Known for his big bat and his highlight- 
reel plays at third, Arenado has been the 
face of the franchise for years. He’s earned 
a Gold Glove in each of his six mqjor league 
seasons. A second-round pick by the Rock¬ 
ies in the 2009 amateur draft, Arenado is a 
career .291 hitter with 186 home runs, 616 
RBIs and an .886 OPS. 

In 2018, Arenado batted .297 with an 
NL-leading 38 homers last season, finish¬ 
ing third in MVP voting. 


“Obviously, they wanted to keep a home¬ 
grown player with them,” Los Angeles 
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. “It’s 
a nice deal for him and a nice deal for 
the team. So it is good for the game and it 
makes our job a lot tougher.” 

This marked the second deal worked out 
by the front office this week. The team also 
announced a three-year contract extension 
for manager Bud Black through 2022. 

Over the offseason, the Rockies gave 
their offense a boost by bringing in Daniel 
Murphy to play first base. That means Ian 
Desmond will head to the outfield. They’ll 


rely heavily on youngsters such as Garrett 
Hampson, Ryan McMahon or Brendan 
Rodgers at second base after the depar¬ 
ture of D J LeMahieu to the New York Yan¬ 
kees. Colorado boasts a young rotation led 
by Kyle Freeland and German Marquez 
that’s filled with promise. 

Arenado will be the driving force. 

“It’s pretty safe to say he makes every 
team he’s on even better,” outfielder Char¬ 
lie Blackmon said in the offseason of Are¬ 
nado’s presence. “I really hope that’s with 
the Rockies for years and years to come.” 


Marlins take lead in teaching Spanish, English 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


Marlins pitchers Trevor Richards, right, and Hector Noesi talk during 
spring training Tuesday in Jupiter, Fla. Last year the Marlins began 
Spanish language classes for coaches, and the program has since 
expanded. Now minor league players who speak English are also 
being taught Spanish, while Spanish speakers learn English. 


By Steven Wine 

Associated Press 

JUPITER, Fla. — New Miami 
Marlins catcher Jorge Alfaro 
showed up for the team’s first 
full-squad spring training work¬ 
out wearing a T-shirt that read, “I 
talk [trash] about you in Spanish,” 
with a word more pungent and 
less publishable than “trash.” 

The Marlins’ English speakers 
are onto him. 

At the behest of CEO Derek 
Jeter, the Marlins last year began 
Spanish language classes for 
coaches, and the program has 
since been expanded throughout 
the organization, from media re¬ 
lations to analytics to the front 
office. Now minor league play¬ 
ers who speak English are being 
taught Spanish, while Spanish 
speakers learn English — part of 
a trend in Major League Baseball 
toward more bilingual teams. 

“We want to invest in the players 
outside of their athletic abilities — 
invest in them as human beings,” 
Jeter says. “Communication is 
first and foremost when you talk 
about building a championship- 
caliber organization, which means 
making sure our Spanish-speak¬ 
ing players are speaking English, 
but also our English-speaking 
players speaking Spanish.” 

The Jeter regime’s education 
program for minor league play¬ 
ers extends beyond language. 
They’re taught life skills and cul¬ 
tural awareness — an asset for 


youngsters hoping to break into 
the big leagues in one of the na¬ 
tion’s most diverse cities. 

The Marlins are not alone. 
About half of the 30 teams in the 
big leagues have begun offering 
Spanish lessons to English-speak¬ 
ing players in the past few years, 
says Major League Baseball vice 
president Paul Mifsud, who works 
with player programs. 

“The public focus on what the 
Marlins are doing has helped to 
improve both the quality of these 
kinds of initiatives, and the ex¬ 
pediency with which teams are 
adopting this,” Mifsud says. “The 


Marlins’ industry leadership on 
this is extremely helpful. We’d 
like all 30 teams doing their best 
to get players the level of educa¬ 
tion they want on these issues, 
and I think we’re heading that 
direction.” 

Alfaro’s T-shirt was worn in jest 
— he’s bilingual, excited about 
his move to Miami and already 
a clubhouse leader. But poten¬ 
tial cultural divides exist on any 
team, and the Marlins’ education 
program offers a bridge. 

“We’re learning about each 
other,” says Gary Denbo, vice 
president of scouting and player 


development. “We address cultur¬ 
al awareness: Why do Latin play¬ 
ers listen to their music so loud? 
Why do American players take it 
so hard when they go 0-for-4 with 
the expectations placed on them 
by their families? Why do some 
guys talk so loud on the bus? 

“The work our education de¬ 
partment is doing affects every¬ 
thing in our players’ lives. We 
cover cooking, shopping, nutri¬ 
tion and how to pay your bills and 
manage your money.” 

At the start of spring training, 
the Marlins held a cooking com¬ 
petition for a group of top minor 
leaguers. The winning team of 
outfielder Connor Scott, shortstop 
Osiris Johnson and pitcher Jorge 
Guzman celebrated with whoops 
and high-fives — exactly the kind 
of scene Marlins officials hope to 
see more of. 

The trio were white, black 
and Latin, and their chicken and 
broccoli stir fry reportedly was 
delicious. 

“You’ve got three guys from 
totally different worlds,” Denbo 
says. “And when they were an¬ 
nounced as the winners, it was like 
they had won the World Series.” 

Scott, the Marlins’ first-round 
draft pick last year, says he ap¬ 
preciates the chance to learn 
about and communicate with an¬ 
other culture. 

“The better you know your 
teammates, the more you trust 
them,” Scott says. “I think that’s 
the biggest they’re preaching 


here — trust. If you don’t trust 
the guy next to you, how will you 
trust him to get the runner over, 
or trust that he’s not going to run 
into you in the outfield?” 

Scott says he took no Spanish 
in high school, but thanks to the 
Marlins he can now converse 
in the language. Catcher Will 
Banfield, a second-round draft 
pick last year, says he has made 
progress speaking Spanish when 
meeting with Latin pitchers, al¬ 
though it’s not always as difficult 
as it might seem. 

“ ‘Curveball’ is ‘curveball,’” he 
says. “‘Slider’ is ‘slider.’” 

Still, as he anticipates an even¬ 
tual promotion to Miami, Ban- 
field says learning Spanish will 
help him, off the field as well as 
on the mound. 

The Marlins have hired six 
full-time teachers, plus part-time 
instructors. Every minor league 
affiliate will have a teacher this 
season, and when a team is at 
home, every player will receive 
Spanish, English or life skills les¬ 
sons, according to Denbo. 

Marlins veterans applaud the 
program. Infielder Miguel Rojas, 
who’s bilingual, says improved 
language skills can ease the tran¬ 
sition to the majors, especially in 
South Florida. 

“You’re going to jump in an 
Uber, and that guy is going to 
speak Spanish,” Rojas says. “So 
these American guys will be pre¬ 
pared with what they’re going to 
face in Miami.” 
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Gerald Herbert/AP 


The Rams’ Nickell Robey-Coleman breaks up a pass intended for 
the Saints’ Tommylee Lewis during the NFC championship game on 
Jan. 19. The blown call prompted the NFL’s competition committee 
to discussed the replay system during its annual meeting in 
Indianapolis on Tuesday but no consensus was reached on changes. 


Cowboys' Gregory 
suspended again 


Replay 
could go 
unchanged 

By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — John Mara 
hears the cries to change the 
NFL’s replay system. He doesn’t 
think it has the votes. 

After the New York Giants 
owner emerged from the compe¬ 
tition committee’s annual meet¬ 
ing in Indianapolis, Mara told a 
handful of reporters he doesn’t 
anticipate significant changes 
coming to the system, which re¬ 
turned to the league in 1999. 

“I just don’t sense a lot of sup¬ 
port to use replay to call penalties. 
I don’t sense a lot of support for 
the expansion of it, either,” Mara 
said Tuesday. “We’re early on, so 
that might change, but that’s my 
sense of where we are right now. 
I’m not saying it won’t change.” 

Any rule change requires a 24- 
vote threshold to pass. Right now, 
committee members continue to 
listen to those involved. On Tues¬ 
day, it was the game officials. 
Later this week, it will be the 
coaches and general managers. 
In March, the owners will weigh 
in — and they are the ones with 
the power to alter the rules. 

But no formal proposal or rec¬ 
ommendation is on the table. 

Fans and many media members 
have vociferously expressed dis¬ 
pleasure with the system since a 
blown call late in the NFC champi¬ 
onship game — officials missed a 
blatant pass interference penalty 
and a helmet-first hit by the Rams’ 
Nickell Robey-Coleman deep in 
Los Angeles territory. The non¬ 


calls helped Los Angeles force 
overtime and eventually win the 
game to reach the Super Bowl. 

Mara recognizes what reper¬ 
cussions can result from major 
alterations. 

“Are you going to look for one 
area or check the entire offensive 
line?” Mara said. “I think you get 
into a lot of areas with a lot of un¬ 
intended consequences, and I just 
don’t think there is a lot of senti¬ 
ment for going in that direction at 
this point. 

“We had a group of officials in 
there and I don’t think there was 
a lot of support from them about 
sending it upstairs or sending it to 
New York.” 

Atlanta Falcons President Rich 
McKay, the chairman of the com¬ 
petition committee, noted that 
supporters of expanding replay 
could seize on the tide of com¬ 
plaints about the NFC title game. 
He stressed that the committee 
will continue to have “healthy 
discussions” on the subject. 

McKay also said the commit¬ 
tee is looking into the on-field 
celebrations that included players 


— or even non-players — coming 
from the sideline. 

“So there is some concern 
about that and it’s something I am 
sure we will put into the book as a 
reminder,” he said of limiting the 
number of participants in those 
celebrations. 

Feedback on the stricter rules 
against use of the helmet for hits 
on opponents has been positive, 
McKay said. 

“We certainly like the numbers 
that showed up, from an injury 
standpoint,” he said of concus¬ 
sions and helmet-to-helmet hits 
declining. “It appears the players 
[learned] and coaches did a good 
job of teaching, but there is a pe¬ 
riod of adjustment; these players 
didn’t play with this rule for a 
long, long time — meaning their 
entire careers.... 

“They remain confident that, 
just like with the defensive player 
(rule), they will get better at it as 
they look for it more, and I think 
we are confident we will see less 
of these potential fouls because 
the players will get comfortable 
with it.” 


By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 

Dallas Cowboys defensive end 
Randy Gregory was suspended 
indefinitely Tuesday for violating 
the NFL’s substance-abuse pol¬ 
icy, the fourth time the troubled 
player has been banned by the 
league. 

The suspension comes about 
seven months after Gregory was 
reinstated by Commissioner 
Roger Goodell following a lengthy 
process aimed at reviving his ca¬ 
reer. Gregory missed 30 of the 32 
games over two seasons as a re¬ 
sult of his first three suspensions. 

Gregory had his best year in 
2018, posting career highs with 
six sacks and 14 games. He was 
reinstated just before the start of 
training camp last year and was 
active for the season opener. 

While suspensions in the most 
advanced stage of the league’s 
substance-abuse policy are at 
least a year, it wasn’t immediate¬ 
ly clear how long the 26-year-old 
Gregory’s latest ban would be. 

His previous suspension was a 
yearlong ban, and Gregory wait¬ 
ed several months beyond that 
to submit his case to Goodell in 
hopes of improving his chances. 
Several teammates wrote letters 
supporting Gregory’s bid. 

The Cowboys declined to 
comment on Gregory’s latest 
suspension, and one of his repre¬ 
sentatives didn’t immediately re¬ 
spond to a request for comment. 


As with the yearlong ban, 
Gregory won’t be allowed to par¬ 
ticipate in the Cowboys’ offseason 
program. He can only go to the 
team’s practice facility to meet 
with the person in charge of his 
treatment. 

Gregory slid to the Cowboys 
late in the second round of the 
2015 draft after testing posi¬ 
tive for marijuana at the NFL 
combine. The former Nebraska 
standout was considered one of 
the best pass rushers in his draft, 
and there was promise early with 
a strong rookie training camp. 

After vowing to owner and gen¬ 
eral manager Jerry Jones that 
he could control his issues with 
marijuana, Gregory only made 
it through one season. He didn’t 
have a sack as a rookie while 
missing four games with an ankle 
injury. 

The first suspension, a four- 
game ban, was announced in 
February 2016, and he was away 
from the team during training 
camp while in rehab. A 10-game 
suspension came seven months 
later. Gregory remained with 
the team while missing those 14 
games before playing in the final 
two games of the 2016 season. 

Gregory’s yearlong suspension 
was announced during Dallas’ 
two-week break between the end 
of the 2016 regular season and a 
divisional playoff loss to Green 
Bay. He missed all of 2017. 


Briefly 

Eagles won’t use franchise tag on quarterback Foies 


From wire reports 

INDIANAPOLIS — Philadelphia Eagles 
general manager Howie Roseman says the 
team will not use its franchise tag on quar¬ 
terback Nick Foies and instead will let him 
become a free agent. 

Roseman told re¬ 
porters Wednesday in 
Indianapolis the deci¬ 
sion came after Foies 
expressed his desire to 
become a starter dur¬ 
ing a recent meeting. 

Foies was Carson 
Wentz’s backup each of 
the past two seasons but 
finished both seasons 
Foies as the starter. He was 
the Super Bowl MVP 
after leading the Eagles to their first NFL 
title since 1960 last February. This year, 
the defending champs lost in the divisional 
round. 

Roseman said the Eagles were “fortu¬ 
nate” to have a top-15 quarterback mentor¬ 
ing Wentz. Foies was a third-round draft 
pick in 2012. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Minnesota Vikings have exer¬ 
cised their option on coach Mike Zimmer’s 


contract for 2020. 

The Vikings have missed the postseason 
three out of five times while going 48-34-1, 
including the playoffs, under Zimmer, with 
NFC North titles in 2015 and 2017. 

Report: Pitch clock could wait 

Major League Baseball has reportedly 
told the players’ union it is willing to post¬ 
pone implementing a 20-second pitch clock 
until after the current labor agreement ex¬ 
pires as part of a broad proposal on rule 
changes that could alter mound visit re¬ 
strictions, roster size and more. 

Commissioner Rob Manfred has taken 
an aggressive approach to altering the 
game’s rules to speed up the pace of play 
and attempt to shoehorn games into three- 
hour broadcast windows. 

The league’s latest proposal to the union, 
first reported by ESPN’s Jeff Passan, 
would further those aims. MLB would 
institute a pitch clock in 2022, after the 
collective bargaining agreement runs 
out at the end of the 2021 season. But the 
league would force pitchers to face at least 
three batters and further cut the number 
of mound visits allowed per nine innings. 
Such moves would stop managers from 
turning to pitchers who are right- or left¬ 


handed specialists to face a single batter 
late in games. 

Teams in 2018 were allowed six mound 
visits per nine innings, plus one visit for 
each extra inning. In 2019, the league could 
limit teams to five visits, and four in 2020. 

Rosters would also expand from 25 to 
26 players, but teams could only carry 13 
pitchers. 

The players’ union is reportedly ame¬ 
nable to many of the proposed alterations, 
including the unified trade deadline, roster 
expansion and shorter breaks between in¬ 
nings, giving officials from both MLB and 
the union hope that the continued talks on 
rule changes could head off a labor dispute 
in the coming years. 

Mikolas reaches 4-year deal 

JUPITER, Fla.—Three days after being 
announced as the Cardinals opening-day 
starter, Miles Mikolas agreed to stay in St. 
Louis much longer. 

St. Louis and the All-Star right-hander 
agreed to a $68 million, four-year contract 
covering 2020-23, a deal announced Tues¬ 
day that raises his pay to $75.5 million over 
the next five seasons. 

The 30-year-old is getting $7.5 million 
this year as part of a contract he signed be¬ 


fore the 2018 season. He would have been 
eligible for free agency after this year’s 
World Series. 

Nine arrested in doping raids 

SEEFELD, Austria — Five elite athletes 
and four others were arrested Wednesday in 
doping raids in Austria and Germany amid 
the Nordic skiing world championships. 

Austria’s Federal Police Office said the 
raids targeted “a doping network operat¬ 
ing worldwide” and focused on Seefeld, 
where the championships are taking place. 
Police said two Austrian athletes were ar¬ 
rested along with one competitor from Ka¬ 
zakhstan and two from Estonia. 

One athlete was caught “in the act,” the 
FPO’s Dieter Csefan said in comments re¬ 
ported by the Austria Press Agency. 

“He was picked up with a blood transfu¬ 
sion in his arm,” Csefan said, adding the 
alleged doping ring was likely involved in 
other sports, too. 

The athletes arrested weren’t named, 
but two of those arrested were described 
as cadets in the Austrian police and part 
of the country’s national cross-country ski 
team. They could now face disciplinary ac¬ 
tion from the International Ski Federation 
too. 







Page 30 


namsmum 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, February 28,2019 


NBA/COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


NBA roundup 

Raptors 
rolls past 
slumping 
Celtics 

Associated Press 

TORONTO — A lack of togeth¬ 
erness is turning into big trouble 
for the struggling Boston Celtics. 

Pascal Siakam scored 25 points, 
Kawhi Leonard had 21 and the 
Toronto Raptors used a huge sec¬ 
ond quarter to rout Boston 118-95 
on Tuesday night. 

Marcus Morris scored 17 
points, and Jayson Tatum and 
Terry Rozier each had 11 as Bos¬ 
ton lost for the fifth time in seven 
games. The Celtics are 0-3 since 
the All-Star break. 

“We have to be a lot more con¬ 
nected as a team,” Celtics coach 
Brad Stevens said. “That’s been 
the theme for a while.” 

Celtics guard Marcus Smart 
echoed his coach’s assessment. 

“Nobody is together,” Smart 
said. “We’ve got to have every¬ 
body on the same page doing the 
same things at the same time.” 

Celtics guard Kyrie Irving 
wasn’t on the same page when 
asked about Smart’s comments. 

“That’s Marcus’ opinion,” Ir¬ 
ving said. 

Irving also had little to say 
about Stevens’ comment that Bos¬ 
ton is taking too many “shortcuts” 
on defense. 

“I don’t know,” Irving said. “It’s 
up to Brad.” 

Irving scored seven points. 
It was his lowest-scoring game 
since he had three points against 
Detroit on Oct. 27. 

Serge Ibaka scored 14 points 
and Norm Powell added 11 as To¬ 
ronto extended its home winning 
streak over Boston to eight. 

Kyle Lowry had 11 assists and 
Toronto led by as many as 31, 
turning the game around by out- 
scoring Boston 36-13 in the deci¬ 
sive second. 

Knicks 108, Magic 103: Em¬ 
manuel Mudiay, Mitchell Robin¬ 
son and the rest of their team’s 
backups outscored Orlando’s 
reserves 75-7, helping New York 
win its second straight game at 
home after it dropped 18 in a row 
at MSG. 

The Knicks never led until 
Robinson’s free throw with 2:57 
remaining put New York in front 
101 - 100 . 

Nuggets 121, Thunder 112: 

Nikola Jokic scored 36 points, 
including five free throws in the 
final moments, and host Denver 
fended off Oklahoma City’s late 
rally in a matchup between two of 
the top three teams in the West¬ 
ern Conference standings. 

Jokic added 10 assists and nine 
rebounds to finish just shy of his 
13th triple-double this season. 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 

Celtics guard Marcus Smart, left, looks for a way past Raptors guard 
Kyle Lowry as he tries to drive up court during first half on Tuesday. 

Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


45 17 .726 - 


39 22 . 

37 24 . 

32 30 . 

13 48 . 

Southeast Division 

28 32 . 

28 34 . 

26 33 . 

24 36 , 

20 


Central Division 


46 14 .767 - 


Charlotte 

Orlando 

Miami 

Washington 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 35 25 .583 - 

San Antonio 33 29 .532 3 

New Orleans 27 35 .435 9 

Dallas 26 34 .433 9 

Memphis 24 38 .387 12 

Northwest Division 

Denver 42 18 .700 - 

Oklahoma City 38 22 .633 4 

Portland 37 23 .617 5 

Utah 33 26 .559 8'/2 

Minnesota 29 31 .483 13 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 43 17 .717 - 

L.A. Clippers 34 28 .548 10 

Sacramento 31 29 .517 12 

L.A. Lakers 29 31 .483 14 

Phoenix 12 50 .194 32 

Monday’s games 
Detroit 113, Indiana 109 
Golden State 121, Charlotte 110 
Portland 123, Cleveland 110 
Brooklyn 101, San Antonio 85 
Phoenix 124, Miami 121 
Houston 119, Atlanta 111 
Memphis 110, L.A. Lakers 105 
Milwaukee 117, Chicago 106 
Minnesota 112, Sacramento 105 
Philadelphia 111, New Orleans 110 
L.A. Clippers 121, Dallas 112 
Tuesday’s games 
New York 108, Orlando 103 
Toronto 118, Boston 95 
Denver 121, Oklahoma City 112 
Wednesday's games 
Houston at Charlotte 
Golden State at Miami 
Minnesota at Atlanta 
Washington at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Memphis 
Portland at Boston 
Detroit at San Antonio 
Indiana at Dallas 
L.A. Clippers at Utah 
Milwaukee at Sacramento 
New Orleans at L.A. Lakers 
Thursday’s games 
Golden State at Orlando 
Minnesota at Indiana 
Cleveland at New York 
Miami at Houston 
Philadelphia at Oklahoma City 
Utah at Denver 

Friday’s games 
Charlotte at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Atlanta 
Portland at Toronto 
Washington at Boston 
New Orleans at Phoenix 
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento 
Milwaukee at L.A. Lakers 


Tuesday 

Raptors 118, Celtics 95 

BOSTON - Tatum 5-10 0-0 11, Morris 6- 
14 4-6 17, Horford 4-10 0-0 8, Irving 3-10 0-0 

7, Smart 1-5 2-2 5, Ojeleye 1-3 1-2 4, Hay¬ 
ward 2-8 5-5 9, Brown 3-8 4-5 10, Yabusele 
2-5 1-2 5, Theis 0-1 0-0 0, Williams III 3-4 2-2 

8, Rozier 3-8 4-4 11. Totals 33-86 23-28 95. 
TORONTO - Leonard 9-15 2-3 21, Siakam 

10-16 1-1 25, Ibaka 6-7 0-0 14, Lowry 2-6 2-4 
7, Green 2-7 0-0 6, Anunoby 2-5 0-0 5, Powell 
4-6 0-0 11, Miller 1-3 0-0 3, Boucher 1-3 0-0 2, 
Gasol 2-6 0-2 5, Lin 3-9 2-2 8, McCaw 2-7 2-2 
6, Meeks 2-4 0-0 5. Totals 46-94 9-14 118. 
Boston 32 13 23 27- 95 

Toronto 30 36 29 23-118 

Three-point Goals—Boston 6-30 (Smart 
1-2, Ojeleye 1-3, Irving 1-3, Tatum 1-3, Ro¬ 
zier 1-3, Morris 1-5, Yabusele 0-2, Brown 
0-2, Hayward 0-3, Horford 0-4), Toronto 
17-36 (Siakam 4-5, Powell 3-4, Ibaka 2-2, 
Green 2-4, Gasol 1-1, Miller 1-2, Leonard 
1-3, Meeks 1-3, Anunoby 1-3, Lowry 1-4, 
Boucher 0-1, Lin 0-2, McCaw 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 47 (Brown 
8), Toronto 45 (Siakam 8). Assists—Boston 
24 (Irving, Horford 5), Toronto 33 (Lowry 
11). Total Fouls—Boston 20, Toronto 24. 
Technicals—Tatum. A-19,800 (19,800). 

Knicks 108, Magic 103 

ORLANDO - Gordon 8-16 9-12 26, lsa__ 
6-12 0-0 16, Vucevic 12-19 0-0 26, Fournier 
6-16 3-4 15, Augustin 5-10 0-0 13, Iwundu 
1-5 0-0 2, Birch 0-1 1-2 1, Ross 1-10 0-0 3, 
Grant 0-0 1-2 1. Totals 39-89 14-20 103. 
NEW YORK - Knox 3-16 2-2 8, Thomas 

1- 3 1-2 3, Vonleh 3-5 0-0 7, Smith Jr. 3-10 

2- 3 9, Dotson 2-7 1-1 6, Kornet 0-0 0-0 0, 
Ellenson 5-11 0-0 13, Robinson 6-9 5-6 17, 
Mudiay 8-18 3-5 19, Jenkins 3-5 2-3 8, Trier 
4-5 9-10 18. Totals 38-89 25-32 108. 

Orlando 34 27 29 13-103 

New York 20 36 22 30-108 

Three-point Goals—Orlando 11-32 
(Isaac 4-6, Augustin 3-6, Vucevic 2-2, Gor¬ 
don 1-3, Ross 1-6, Iwundu 0-2, Fournier 
0-7), New York 7-24 (Ellenson 3-6, Trier 

1- 1, Vonleh 1-2, Smith Jr. 1-3, Dotson 1-4, 
Thomas 0-1, Jenkins 0-2, Knox 0-2, Mudiay 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Or¬ 
lando 47 (Vucevic 11), New York 51 (Rob¬ 
inson 14). Assists—Orlando 26 (Fournier 
8), New York 17 (Ellenson 5). Total Fouls- 
Orlando 21, New York 15. Technicals—Or¬ 
lando coach Magic (Defensive three sec¬ 
ond). A-17,833 (19,812). 

Nuggets 121, Thunder 112 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 7-24 8-8 
25, Grant 9-12 1-1 21, Adams 7-12 1-2 15, 
Westbrook 8-14 4-8 22, Ferguson 1-3 1-2 3, 
Nader 1-1 0-1 2, Noel 3-4 1-3 7, Ma.Morris 

2- 6 0-0 6, Schroder 5-17 0-0 11, Felton 0-2 
0-0 0. Totals 43-95 16-25 112. 

DENVER - Barton 9-16 4-4 23, Millsap 
4-7 4-6 12, Jokic 11-25 10-13 36, Murray 
8-15 0-0 20, Beasley 3-6 0-0 8, Vanderbilt 
0-0 0-0 0, Craig 0-3 0-0 0, Lydon 0-0 0-0 0, 
Plumlee 1-3 0-0 2, Mo.Morris 2-6 0-0 4, 
Thomas 3-5 3-6 11, Harris 0-2 5-6 5. Totals 
41-88 26-35 121. 

Oklahoma City 26 25 27 34-112 

Denver 29 35 27 30-121 

Three-point Goals—Oklahoma City 10- 
38 (George 3-14, Grant 2-3, Ma.Morris 2-5, 
Westbrook 2-5, Schroder 1-7, Ferguson 
0-2, Felton 0-2), Denver 13-28 (Jokic 4-7, 
Murray 4-7, Beasley 2-3, Thomas 2-3, Bar¬ 
ton 1-4, Harris 0-1, Millsap 0-1, Mo.Morris 
0-2). Fouled Out—Noel. Rebounds—Okla¬ 
homa City 46 (Westbrook 14), Denver 47 
(Millsap 10). Assists—Oklahoma City 31 
(Westbrook 9), Denver 28 (Jokic 10). Total 
Fouls—Oklahoma City 34, Denver 28. Tech- 
nicals—Noel, Harris. A-18,378 (19,520). 


Mistakes: Kansas had 
to yank Agbaji’s redshirt 


FROM BACK PAGE 

With a stacked roster that was 
rewarded with the preseason No. 
1 ranking, the Jayhawks figured 
they could stash Agbaji on the 
bench. Let him develop. Have 
him ready to go when a couple of 
potential one-and-dones headed 
to the NBA after this season. 

But in an age of 24-hour news 
services, recruiting-specific web¬ 
sites, AAU all-stars and social 
media phenomenon, Agbaji is 
proof that surprises still exist in 
college basketball. 

That mistakes still happen. 

You see, the Jayhawks ran into 
injury trouble earlier this season, 
losing star big man Udoka Azu- 
buike to season-ending wrist sur¬ 
gery. Defensive stopper Marcus 
Garrett hurt his ankle, and senior 
guard Lagerald Vick took a leave 
of absence, leaving the roster rel¬ 
atively depleted. 

And long before any of that took 
place, Agbaji had proven himself 
in practice, and a pleasantly hor¬ 
rible realization hit Bill Self that 
there was no way the kid should 
be on the bench. 

So when January rolled around, 
the Hall of Fame coach decided 
to yank Agbaji’s redshirt, and he 
has been arguably the Jayhawks’ 
best player as they try to pursue 
another Big 12 title. 

He poured in 25 points in a road 
game against Texas. He scored 23 
against Oklahoma State. He had 
his first double-double in a cru¬ 
cial win over Texas Tech, and his 
second with 20 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds while playing 41 minutes 
in an overtime victory at TCU. 

“It was such a poor decision on 
my part,” Self admitted last week. 
“He went along with it, with his 
family, thinking he probably 
wouldn’t have very many oppor¬ 
tunities to impact us on a gamely 
basis — not waste age 23 when 


you could waste age 18. 

“It wasn’t that he wasn’t good 
enough to play,” Self added. “It 
was a crowded house and there 
were no other candidates to not 
redshirt because the other ones 
already had. That was it. It didn’t 
have anything to do with him. 
It was the situation of it being a 
crowded house.” 

Buffalo coach Nate Oats, whose 
team has spent most of the sea¬ 
son ranked, nearly redshirted CJ 
Massinburg when they arrived 
together in 2015. The athletic 
guard didn’t have many other of¬ 
fers, and Oats acknowledged he 
didn’t really know what he had in 
Massinburg. 

“Going into the fall it was still a 
real possibility for me,” Oats ex¬ 
plained last week, “but once we 
started a real practice I realized 
that wasn’t happening.” 

Now, Massinburg is poised to 
leave Buffalo as one of its career 
scoring leaders. 

“I’ve never actually had one 
where I started out the year red- 
shirting a kid and then, you know, 
five, 10 games and decided, ‘You 
know? I screwed up. We’ve got 
to play this kid,”’ Oats said. “It 
was a legitimate possibility that 
we would redshirt CJ when he 
turned up. And then he ends up 
scoring 17 at Duke and 36 against 
Ohio as a freshman. He was pret¬ 
ty good.” 

Agbaji is proving to be pretty 
good for Kansas, too. 

“He was playing every bit as 
good as everybody else in prac¬ 
tice,” Self said, “but we already 
made that decision to tag him. I 
actually think he wanted that. He 
was happy with that. His fam¬ 
ily was happy with that, because 
they understood his best ball was 
well down the road.” 

AP College Basketball Writers John 
Marshall and Aaron Beard contributed 
to this report. 



Orlin Wagner/AP 


Kansas head coach Bill Self realized Ochai Agbaji should be on the 
floor long before he removed Agbaji’s redshirt. “It wasn’t that he 
wasn’t good enough to play. It was a crowded house and there were 
no other candidates to not redshirt because the other ones already 
had. That was it.” 
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Indiana guard Romeo Langford, left, shoots and scores next to 
Wisconsin guard Khalil Iverson, center, and Nate Reuvers during the 
second overtime Tuesday in Bloomington, Ind. Indiana won 75-73. 


Hokies hand Duke 
first loss on road 


Top 25 roundup 

Langford 
leads IU 
in 20T 

Associated Press 

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — 
Romeo Langford gave Indiana 
the boost it’s been looking for for 
nearly two months. 

The freshman guard made the 
go-ahead layup with under a sec¬ 
ond to go in the second overtime, 
and Indiana upset 19th-ranked 
Wisconsin 75-73 on Tuesday 
night. 

“Finally, I hit one,” Langford 
said after scoring 22 points with 
seven rebounds. “I know the past 
two times I had it in my hand at 
the end of the game and it didn’t 
come out as we planned. I felt like 
they couldn’t stop me getting to 
the rim. That’s exactly what I did 
and I made the shot.” 

Langford had 22 points and 
seven rebounds. Justin Smith 
had 12 points and six rebounds, 
and Rob Phinisee and Alijami 
Durham scored 11 points each 
for the Hoosiers (14-14, 5-12 Big 
Ten), who ended a five-game skid 
in a stretch with losses in 12 of 13 
games. 

Ethan Happ had 23 points and 
11 rebounds, Khalil Iverson had 
15 points, and D’Mitrik Trice 
scored 12 for the Badgers (19-9, 
11-6), who had won their five pre¬ 
vious games against Indiana and 
came into Bloomington as 2 x h- 
point favorites. 

“We knew that they were a bet¬ 
ter team than what their record 
shows in the Big Ten,” Happ said. 
“We saw what they were doing 
earlier in the year. In the Big Ten 
there’s no easy games and they 
were definitely a hungry team 
tonight. We were trying to match 
that, but it wasn’t enough in the 
end.” 

Langford’s basket came after 
Trice made three free throws to 
tie the game at 73 with 9 seconds 
remaining in the second overtime 
period. 

Trice had forced the first over¬ 
time with two free throws to tie it 
at 62 with 5 seconds left in regu¬ 
lation. He later tied it at 68 with a 
three-pointer, leading to another 
overtime. 

“Good teams make runs,” In¬ 
diana coach Archie Miller said. 
“And being able to respond to 
that in those last four minutes 
and then in the overtimes, it was 
great to see that we didn’t sort of 
lay an egg.” 

Langford provided the spark 
Indiana needed, scoring nine 
points after regulation. 

No. 4 Kentucky 70, Arkansas 

66 : Tyler Herro had career highs 
of five three-pointers and 29 
points, including two free throws 
with five seconds remaining, and 
host Kentucky rallied from a 15- 
point deficit. 

Out of sorts for 22 minutes, the 
Wildcats (24-4,13-2 Southeastern 
Conference) quickly regrouped 


behind Herro, who finished 5-for- 
6 from behind the arc and 9-for- 
10 overall. His long-range baskets 
43 seconds apart sparked an 18-3 
run over 7:43. 

No. 5 North Carolina 93, Syr¬ 
acuse 85: Coby White scored 
a career-high 34 points and the 
host Tar Heels pulled away late to 
beat the Orange. 

Cameron Johnson added 16 
points for North Carolina (23-5, 
13-2 Atlantic Coast Conference), 
which has won 11 of 12 games and 
owns its highest AP Top 25 rank¬ 
ing of the season. 

Tyus Battle scored 23 of his 
29 points after halftime for Syr¬ 
acuse (18-10, 9-6), which shot 
48 percent and made 13 of 23 
three-pointers. 

No. 13 LSU 66, Texas A&< 

55: Naz Reid bounced back from 
his least productive game this 
season by scoring 18 points and 
grabbing 11 rebounds, and the 
host Tigers comfortably beat the 
Aggies. 

Freshman Javonte Smart 
turned in a second straight pro¬ 
ductive start in place of ailing 
point guard Tremont Waters, 
scoring 17 for LSU (23-5, 13-2 
Southeastern Conference), which 
led by double digits most of the 
way en route to its 16th victory in 
18 games. 

Wendell Mitchell scored 14 and 
Christian Mekowulu had 11 for 


Texas A&M (12-15,5-10). 

No. 21 Buffalo 77, Akron 64: 

C J Massinburg had 23 points and 
10 rebounds to rally the Bulls to 
their 25th straight home win. 

Nick Perkins scored 25 points, 
and the Bulls (25-3, 13-2 Mid¬ 
American Conference) outscored 
the Zips 14-2 over the final four 
minutes in a game that featured 
12 lead changes. Buffalo has 
won six straight overall, and its 
home winning streak is the sec¬ 
ond longest in the nation behind 
No. 8 Houston, which has won 33 
consecutive. 

Tyler Cheese scored 20 points 
for Akron (15-13, 7-8), which 
dropped to 2-5 in its past six 
games. 

Ohio State 90, No. 22 Iowa 

70: Freshman Justin Ahrens 
scored a career-high 29 points to 
lead the host Buckeyes past the 
Hawkeyes. 

Kaleb Wesson chipped in 18 
points and 11 rebounds for Ohio 
State, Keyshawn Woods scored 
13, Andre Wesson had 11 and 
Duane Washington Jr. scored 10. 

The Buckeyes (18-10, 8-9 Big 
Ten), fighting to improve their 
NCAA Tournament chances, got 
their first win in five tries against 
ranked teams this season. 

Joe Wieskamp had 17 points to 
lead Iowa (21-7, 10-7), and Tyler 
Cook added 12 points. 


By Hank Kurz Jr. 

Associated Press 

BLACKSBURG, Va. — Ty 
Outlaw caught a pass from driv¬ 
ing teammate Wabissa Bede, set 
himself and fired away with a tie¬ 
breaking three-pointer. 

The way No. 20 Virginia Tech 
executed Tuesday, even Zion Wil¬ 
liamson might not have made a 
difference. 

Outlaw hit his big shot with 1:28 
left and the Hokies beat No. 3 Duke 
77-72 on a night when Williamson, 
the Blue Devils’ star freshman, 
watched in street clothes for the 
second straight game because of a 
sprained right knee. 

Bede pulled three defenders to¬ 
ward him as he powered toward 
the basket, leaving Outlaw com¬ 
pletely uncovered. 

“I just drove and he was open,” 
a grinning Bede said. “Everybody 
knows Ty’s going to knock that 
down. He’s clutch. Once he let go 
of it I knew it was going to go in.” 

Outlaw said most of the cred¬ 
it went to Bede, who has been 
pressed into extensive point 
guard duty because the Hokies’ 
floor leader, Justin Robinson, 
missed his eighth straight game 
with a left foot injury. 

“Even better (than the shot) 
was the pass from Bede,” Out¬ 
law said. “I think he was great 
tonight, probably one of his best 
performances, and it couldn’t 
have come at a better time.” 

Kelly Blackshear Jr. had 23 
points and 10 rebounds, and 
Ahmed Hill scored 17 points for 
Virginia Tech (22-6,11-5 Atlantic 
Coast Conference), which beat 
Duke at Cassell Coliseum for 
the third straight time. The Blue 
Devils (24-4, 12-3) had been the 
only team in the country yet to 
lose on the road this season, but 
Duke hasn’t won at Virginia Tech 
since Feb. 25, 2015. 

“They didn’t lose tonight,” Blue 
Devils coach Mike Krzyzewski 


said of his team. “Virginia Tech 
won. There’s a big difference.” 

RJ Barrett scored 17 of his 21 
points in the second half, but it 
wasn’t enough to keep the Blue 
Devils from dropping out of a 
first-place tie with No. 2 Virginia 
and No. 5 North Carolina in the 
ACC. Cam Reddish added 17 
points as Duke dropped its sec¬ 
ond in three games, including an 
88-72 loss to UNC when William¬ 
son was injured in the opening 
minute Feb. 20. 

“Today they got the better of 
us,” Barrett said. 

Krzyzewski said Barrett was 
sick the entire first half, and “for 
him to play that way in the second 
half was remarkable.” 

The Hokies seemed to have 
taken control with a 9-2 run to 
open a 68-61 lead with 4:32 to 
play, but two free throws by Bar¬ 
rett sparked a 9-2 run for the 
Blue Devils to knot it at 70 with 
1:51 to play. Outlaw’s three from 
the right wing followed, and after 
Reddish missed at the other end, 
Nickeil Alexander-Walker was 
fouled and made both free throws 
for the Hokies. Alexander-Walker 
had 13 points and six assists. 

Tre Jones scored with 12 sec¬ 
onds left, but Blackshear made a 
pair of free throws with 11.4 sec¬ 
onds left to clinch it. 

Buzz love: Hokies coach Buzz 
Williams has said many times he’s 
not popular enough with his peers 
to ever win a conference coach of 
the year award, and he said that 
he’s fine with that, but Krzyze¬ 
wski was effusive in his postgame 
praise for his counterpart. 

“Buzz has done an amazing job 
with his team,” Krzyzewski said. 
“Losing Justin and playing this 
month without him, I don’t think 
there’s anybody who’s done a bet¬ 
ter job with his team than he has. 
Terrific job by him.” 

Williams is 3-3 in matchups 
against the Blue Devils. 



Matt Gentry, The Roanoke Times/AP 


Virginia Tech’s Ahmed Hill celebrates a Virginia Tech basket against 
Duke during the second half Tuesday in Blacksburg, Va. 










Stars and Stripes Thursday,February28,2019 Sg3SSS®#J§gnJ 



Brad Tollefson, above, and Jeffrey T. Barnes, right/AP 

Above: Kansas’ Ochai Agbaji started the year as a redshirt, but Hall of Fame coach Bill Self decided to 
pull the redshirt when January rolled around and the Jayhawks were depleted by injuries. 

Right: CJ Massinburg was slated to be redshirted when he arrived at Buffalo, but his play in practice 
quickly convinced head coach Nate Oats the Bulls would be better off with him on the court. 


Struggling Celtics 

Toronto hands Boston fifth loss 
in seven games » nba, Page 30 
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Overlooked 

Coaches still occasionally 
commit redshirt mistakes 


By Dave Skretta 

B Associated Press 

LAWRENCE, Kan. 
chai Agbaji is not supposed to happen in the 
modern era of college basketball. 

Not at Kansas. Not really anywhere. 

The 6-foot-5 guard’s explosive athleticism 
was supposed to have been uncovered on the AAU cir¬ 
cuit by one of the hundreds of scouts and recruiting 
services. His energetic defense was supposed to have 
been courted by every blue blood coach. His versatile 
ability to get to the basket, knock down three-point¬ 
ers and distribute the ball was supposed to have made 
him a coveted freshman phenom. 

He certainly wasn’t supposed to arrive as the least- 
heralded member of the Jayhawks’ recruiting class, 
and he certainly wasn’t supposed to have been so 
overlooked that he was redshirting. 

But that was the plan at Kansas. 

SEE MISTAKES ON PAGE 30 
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■ Duke suffers first road loss, Page 31 
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Moves show Blue Jackets want to win now » NHL, Page 26 














